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18 Sunday Mercury Comic Days Special
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WHILE some
story papers were
content to stay at
home with school
yarns, there were
those which chose to
roam the world in
search of adven-
ture.

They had stirring
names like Rover,
Wizard, Hotspur and
Champion and  their
pages secthed with
imagination.
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; N M oy tiated the huge boulders
e o < of the Khyber Pass with
. e Vs the ‘Wolf of Istanbul’ and

: - his trusty servant,
wielding his fearsome
‘clicket bat.

“Yes, the Adventure,
Rover, Wizard, Skipper,
Startler, Hotspur and the
creepy stories of the
Bullseye were my pass-
port to tense excitement,
thrills and adventure the

CEde S 2 it e 7 L4 A he I Alicezid world over.”
T-Inky Johnson, a negro member of the Inter- ice, div 2=, i and he float w,
LG Rt T D s e vhdbe (B i e gmed bl Nokbad_for - tuppence
him he left a lighted fuse, and the cariier was due to blow up in a their leader, from prison in Ulid.  He was alsa wondering when the . or 50 a time. LCals
lew minutes time. At the moment, jet-ciaft from the carrier, manned space-ship canying his fellow-cops of Planet Patrol 4 would amive. | So doui)le-dyed villains
Ly Venusian pirates, were busy raiding Ulid, capital city of Fragg, one Suddenly a temific explosion came from the carrier above and it shattered | were thwarted by decent
ol ]anel Jupiler’s nine satellites. into a_milh > which_knocked Inky_unconscious. heroes week after week
‘ and somehow the magic
never waned. It was,
after all, the era of the
clean sock on the jaw
when retribution lay in
wait for the wrong-doer.
On this page we rep-
roduce four of those
classic front pages with
the certainty that they
will get the adrenalin
flowing again for many
a fan.

The front page facsimi-
les on this page are repro-
“duced by permission of D.
C. Thomson and Co. Lid.
who hold the copyright of
the drawings and the titles
of  Adventure, Rower,
Skipper and Hotspur.

3=A prate piloting a jet‘cralt saw what had happened. and as he 4=~Fiom the space-ship, with the aid of powerful binoculars; Lisutenant
“f swooped closer he recognised the unconscious space cop,  He knew Mick Swift saw Inky's kidnapping and gave rapid instructions to Sergeant
that Inky' had been left a prisoner on thie carrier, to the pirate guessed Logan at the controls.  As the space-ship slowed down, Nick opened
| the negr, was responable for the explosion.  Skilfully the Venusian an inspection hatch m the ship's sde then clambered out on to the wing,
theottled back until he was able to grab hold of Inky. Just at that making use of the special hand-holds. Next moment Nick had launched
moment P.P. came speeding fowards the scene. * himsell in a death-defying dive towards the craft that had kidnapped Inky.
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Eagle, the
brainchild
of a vicar

ON THE morning of
April 14, 1950, youngsters
were queuing up all over
the country to pay 3d for
a new comic called Eagle
and 900,000 of them were
lucky enough to get a
copy.

That sell-out was the begin-
ning of a post-war legend with
an unlikely pedigree, for the
comic was the brainchild of a
young vicar who had always
lancied his chances as a
Journalist.

Murcus Morris, Vicar of St. James’s,
Birkdale, in Lancashire, had also
exprossed concern at the American
comies flooding inte this country. He
felt  they were often over-violent,

obseene  amnd  placed  too  much
emphasis on the supernatural.

L]

Mo, In 1949, he began to plan the
Fagle, wlong with his chief lieutenant,
wn et tencher ealled Frank Hampson,
Wulton Press liked the idea and the
e began to grow. Among others
theve wis a promising art student
cilled Norman Thelwell and another
vicar, Chad Varah — founder of the
Masnir i,

Whey winted 10 (o ook jroed wid il
did, But the resalt was no plous ser:
mon made dull with an excess ol
moral  tub-thumping. Eagle was a
vivid, exciting comic and from the pen
of Hampson came ils mo‘st famous
character — Dan Dare, Pilot of the

Future. y
The intrepid Dan, aided by faithful

B

Digby and not forgetting Hank, Pierre,
Sir Hubert, Sondar and Professor
Peabody, were to fight many a cam-
paign against the green Treens of
Venus led by the dastardly Mekon.

When you came down to earth again
there was P.c. 49 pounding the beat,
Jeff Arnold riding the range and the
idiosyncratic Harris Tweed, Extra
Special Agent.

And who could ever forget Luck of
the Legion? The rugged sergeant,
loyal corporal Trenet and Legionaire
Bimberg were to mount many sorties
against the Touareg, accompanied by
cries of “En avant, mes enfants!”

The famous — Churchill, Nelson,
Baden Powell, Lincoln — had their
inspiring stories told in comic strip.
MacDonald Hastings was the Eagle
special investigator and, on the centre
pages, the innards of trains, planes
and ships were laid bare in those
famous “exploded” drawings.

Later came the sister paper “Girl”
followed by Robin and Swift for
younger readers. The Eagle family
looked set to be an institution.

But its life was surprisingly short.
Marcus Morris says 1950 to 1962 was
the golden era. After that, the paper
went into decline. Eagle was amal-
gamated with Lion and in 1970, dis-
appeared altogether.

Gone but not forgotten by a gener-
ation of us who thrilled to the
adventures of Dan, Jeff, Luck, Tommy
Walls, 49, Storm  Nelson, Huarriy
Tweed wnd all the restd,

voomnd the
Tamily”

that
followed
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The ever-growing
of starva

. 2 has already landed
i I ded on Venus, where
gre:; ‘ll)an .!)ar_e and Dighy, has been picked .up ;ret}'ls
enusians, and taken (o the cily of Mekonta, e

¥ HERE WE ARE GENTLEMEN
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My NAME 1S SONDAK | T THE SVARING LB MAMDY

\ WILL OBEY | 1S AN EANTH CLIRTETM

ANDVSSORDERB §THAT BEEWIG 1L L sl Al
COLONEL DARE ! I

ICAN ¥ WE HAVENT BEEN PROPERLY
wgﬂ'f 'r%w ¥ INTRODUCED WET |

DIG—HES ABOUT &
:SOFRJENDLV AS A !

AN ANCIENT GESTURE TO SHOW T
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A MIDDLE OF THAT OUTSIZE J IF TH

| WONDER

IMT HUMBU STILL ALIVE ¢
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YOU-MAY WIN-ONE*OF OUR 30 PRIZE MOTOR-CYCLES | == You're Buying the BEST BOY’S BOOK
| ) |

p 30
MOTOR-CYCLES

and
800 other Valuable Prizes
for readers ! ¥
Enter Our Great
FOOTBALLERS' NAMES
COMPETITION
on pages 14& 15
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b Gimiien Camiiiitbes, sy
wiw aluvw this Iname " o ™ R

Gems of
a golden
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IT WAS a world in which chaps “jawed”
rather than simply talked and greeted each
other with hearty cries of “I say, you fellows.”

More than anything else Magnet and Gem are
remembered for those magical stories of a way of life
about which the average reader could have known little
— the public schools. They did not carry picture strips
like so many of their contemporary rivals but, for 3d, they
offered long stories of Greyfriars and St. Jim’s.

From 1908 until 1940, when wartime paper shortages
got the better of Greyfriars, Harry Wharton, Johnny Bull,
Frank Nugent, Bob Cherry, Huree Jamset Ram Singh and,
of course, Billy Bunter, held sway in Magnet. The stories
were the work of Frank Richards, alias Charles Hamilton.

But there was more than Greyfriars on offer. Inside the
covers of Magnet you would find many an adventure tale,
perhaps of “Oom the terrible,” the flying bandit with
designs on world domination. Or, if the fancy took you,
features about football penned by “Old rel.”

[ ]

School and soccer were the mainstay of the Gem recipe
too. St. Jim’s featured such stalwarts as Tom Merry and
the Hon. Arthur Augustus D’Arcy.

The author of those tales was one Martin Clifford, or
Charles Hamilton, alias Frank Richards. The prolific Mr.
Hamilton somehow managed to sustain both storylines
and quality and is estimated to have written the equi-
valent of 1,000 full length novels in his lifetime.

The result was an extraordimary loyalty from both
“Magnet-ites” and “Gem-ites”. In his column on November
%, 1931, the editor of Magnet reporied receiving fan letters
from a 42-year-old lady from Nuneaton and a 58-year-old
Yorkshireman. In the geoldes age of the story papers Gem
and Magnet reigned supreme.

BVERY BATURBAY

“TOM OF THE AJAX!"

ING HIS FOE

and saves hiis sicorm enemy, Cardeir, from n severr
entained in

Tam Merry hits owl nf Cuits, the bullging Fifth-Former,
Frondting. (. ing Jro grand school stovy of Tem 3lary & Co. o2

When You Gel This
Bumper Twopennyworth!

Wk Bivbion Wasambine Tl fwan
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