PUTTY'S
PRICELESS
PRANK!

L

by
OWEN CONQUEST

THE FIRST CHAPTER Tha notice went on to inform the ¢om-
A Trade Secret munity generally that this amazing exhibition
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. | and stared blankls. those who were impressed by Professor

1 was o oa ballloldie as Boslwood Ramboorsal, of world fame, could have their
Uinalle there was a foothall matel in procress  fortunes told by the same enterprising gentle-
onahaller. " but on this occaenn there was s man for another shilling, "
vacant date.  Consequently the members “Looks all right,” grinned Jimmy Silver,
of the junior eloven wore free to disport  having read the notice. " Let's go 1, you
themselves in any way they fancied . men.

And most of the juniors fancied a visit “ Bound to be s swindle,” vawned Morning-
o Watson's Mammoth Cirens whoeh was ton. * But we're here to be swindled, anyway,
paving a three-day visit to Coombe. Jimmy Lead on, Macduff!”

Qilver | Co.. to- The fellows 1m-
gether with Morning. mediately  crowded
ton, Erroll Conrov, FUtty Crace of AccNwood School, has an absorb- around the entrance,

Rawso N, Ful '.'- \ ey pasiion for practical ;'u.f;;'ng;, but never has and fished :-ixlu'llt‘i*:-l
Grace, and a dozen ths proveraty proved so amusing as in this [rom their ample
other juniors, had uproariously funny story. pockets to put in
decided to  attend | the professor’s still
the opening after- more ample pocketa,
1O t"‘." tho CITCLULS .'.'_:..:. . W .3:1.: 11 tltﬂ‘-ll ]':x-:‘.t']:t ].'ll”-y (:"l'ilf'ﬂ.
to Coombe for that purpose. Putty was a soft-hearted junior with an
Hoaving exhavated the wild beasts and  absorbing passion for practical jokes. Japes
the side-shows, the juniors turned their of all kinds were the breath of hife to Putty.
attontion to a large tent bearing a notice : But he had a very generous nature, and just
a3 he was about to follow Jimmy into the
Three Shows Daitly. tent, he caught sight of a young lady in

PROFESSOR B.\MBOUZ;UJ Nurse s unifurm, imltling ) Cl‘l|h'l:tiug-hux_
(Of World Fame). She was collecting money on behalf of the
MYSTERY ! Coombe Cottage Hospital.
MESMERISM! Putty immediately unecarthed a handful
MIRTH! of coppers and dropped them into ler box,
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recelving as his reward a

which quite exhilarated him.

he was about to go back

t-:nt that the voice addresse
" Excuse me, young ¢ gont !

Putty pulled up and stared at his inter-
locutor. The man who had spoken was a tall,
melancholy person with bread-flowing mons-
tachios. He was dressed in 2 faded riding-
habit, and appeared to have had his last
shave about the time of the Franco-Prussan
war. A generous odour of spints oozed from
him.

Putty stared at him.

*“ Speaking to me 7 7’ he mmquired.

“Yes, voung gent.  Were you about
to go into the show run by Professor Bam-
boozal ¥°
"Eh 1" ejar?uln.ied Putty, surprised. ““ Yes,
Iwm Why ¢ ©

“ Then I wonder if you would mind "aving
a word with me on the quiet 2" said the
tall man.

Without giving Putty a chance to say
whether he would mind or not, the tall man
with the moustache led the way to the back
of the tent. Putty followed, very mystified.

““ Now, voung sir,” said the tall man, very
secretively, “ would you like to earn a ten-
bob note ?

“What ? 7

“I want somebody to do me a service,”
he explained. * There’'s a ten-bob note
waiting for whoever does me a little favour.”

Putty blinked at him.

“Suppose you explain,” he suggested.
“ T shall know then what you want.”

“Well, I'll speak plain to you, sir,” said
the man softly. “ I'm Professor Bamboozal,
and I do a great deal of ’ypnotism in my
shows.”

“A good deal of what?” articulated
Putty.

“’Ypnotism,” explained the professor.
“1 ’ypnotise a member of the audience and
make him do all sorts o’ laughable things.”

* Oh, do you ? ”

“ Yes. Now I’ll be qmte frank with you,’
went on the professor uneasily. “ My shows
are—are—well, look ’ere, the bloke I *ypnotise
is in the game, so to speak. He pretends to

(

grateful smile

And 1t was as

m th pruff;;:ucmr's
hin

"

l-:...

be “ypnotieed, and ke doss everytiing z
tells him. That's a trade sir”

“Is 1t 1 murmn fl 44 ““Rather o
‘“‘"sd" trade, I = hould 1-11—_‘- "

Nﬁ:_ a bit of 1t The sxnect to be
swindled, so what does ; ;-f;-ﬁ‘a---‘-: T
gets a good langh out of 1t, even though
fhﬁ‘.‘ ara 1“111‘4{*] ahetheor 4o bloke s
r*"ﬂﬁ}' ‘}'}'"’n'ﬁl.l’-‘ d :\t"!'-.T_ what | want You 0
do 18 this: when I ask a member of the
ﬂ.uﬂi“m:o to _f'-:*!'rjp up N “' s :*r-_;.-u. 4O },‘u 1?'-_
tised, I want you to come forward.”

OB

“ I shall pretend ¢ ':"'.;'.‘ the "fiuence on you,
and then }‘Eﬁ:l il do j, t whatever T tells you.
And thia ‘ere ten-t .'-11 note will repay you
for vour trou ble. ™

"1”11—}0.1 want me to ‘r'rr'.‘:r.d to be

hypnotised |
“That's 1t,”’
Putty eagerly.
Puth" 8 CVes
Whenever I‘*l*‘*'
meant that s
in Putty’s brain.
thought out one of
it was difficult to
would end.
He drew a dee
“T'm the
turning to the profcscor.
“You'll do it 1" cried the professor.
“Leave 1t to me.”
“That’s the wav I like to !'II' you talk,”

'J"'""i ~d Putt
odded the }'*’- =0T, eyeIng

[+ was< a bad sign.
began to glimmer, it
of Jape was forming
.\I_d wlhen Pl]tu} (rrace
Lis extracrdinary Japes
Lnow where eve r}".hing
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.r---1II -
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VTV AN want.” he said,

smiled the professor genially. ** You've got
eense, you ‘ave,’”’
“But first of all,” interrupted Putty,

“take vour ten-shilling note and shove 1t
in that nurse's box over there.”

He pointed to where the sister {rom the

Cﬂlt-nga Hnspit ‘II Was fﬁl'l] !1: 1 hz;;.' ]n'r
Eﬂllmﬁlli" box. The prnh esor looked pus led ;

but all the same he walked over and thrust
a ten-shilling note through the shit in the
top of the box.

“Is that what you want { " the professor
asked as he came back

Putty uumed cheerfully.

“ Good man,” he said. *“ Now vou can get
on with your show as soon &s you hLe 1l
back you up when the time comes

)



THE SECOND CtiAar.
TER
Putty Pulls It Of.
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tle had just produced a bowl of goldfish
{rom clyar. ! v e unon m le of n'tl!h‘llrf“l
hat, and had wound up
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and bowed to the audience.

“Ain't he a caution ! chortled Lovell.
" Go 1t, professor!”

" The next item is the hypnotism,” mur-

"! shall pretend

mured Jimmy Silver. * This 18 where the
pruft':Hnr breaks down,”

“Tdon't know so much,” chipped in Putty
Grace seriously. * Some of these fellows aro
very clever, you know.”

The Rookwood fellows cliortled.

“(ood old Putty!” murmured Lovell,
“You'd better go up and let him try on you,”

“T wouldn't mind.”

‘““Hem ! "

“All  very well to talk,” interposed
Mornington, a little sarcastically *Bet you
you won't do it.”

“Done!” cried Putty at once.

“Well, my hat !’ murmured Jimmy Silver,



'You're not going up there, vou
“Why not?” demanded Putty.
can put the "fluenc

hypnotism.”™

“ Let him go,
“He won't look a
Impossible ! ™

“Ha, ha, ha!”

“Why, yvou f{athiead—"
warmly,

“'Sh! The professor’s beginning.”

Professor Bamboozal had advaneced to the
front of the stage, and a beaming smile crept
out from beneath his flowing moustuche,

* Ladies and gentlemen,” he said, emphasis-
ing the conjunction in true circus fashion,
“T shall now give you an almost incrediblo
hex'ibition of ’vpnotism. ’'Aving asked one
of your number to be kind enough to walk up
on this 'ere stage, I shall proceed to mesmerise
him, and make him do a number of innercent
but laughable tncks, Now which one of you
will come up on this ‘ere stage? Don’t all
speak at once.”

Tlie audience did not all speak at once.
They gazed solidly and immovably at the
professor.

With one exception,

Putty Grace was upon his feet almost
before the words had left the professor’s
mouth,

“1 don’t mind coming up, sir,”” he =aid.

The audience turned and stared at him.
The professor beamed,

*“ Ladies and gentlemen,” trumpeted the
professor, ** you see before you a yooth from
one of Ingland’s greatest public schools,
who hoilers to come up on this ’ere stage and
be ’ypnotised. 1t 13 impossible for me, ladies
and gentlemen, to ’ave bribed a Rookwood
yooth to assist me in this little experiment.
That will convince you that my powers are
perfickly genooine. Step this way, sir.”

There was loud applause from the audience
as Putty walked sclf-consciously to the stage.

Shrill Rookwood cheers ancd l&llglltt?l followed
m his walke.

“ Good old Putty ! ”

“ Be a good boy, Putty dear!”
“Ha, ha, ha!?”
The professor solemnly shook hands with

(

355 ! " e
“If he
e on me, I'll believe in

Silver,”” gaid Mornington.
bigger ass than usual.

began Putty

1

Putty Grace and told him to be scated
while he put the "fluence on him.
I"u**:- sat
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down as directed. The proiessor

stared at him in a terniying fashion, and siowi}
moved his hands back and forth in front of
Putty’s eves.

Then the professor straightened himsell out,
leaving Putty absolutely motionless in the

e . :
chair.,

- Ir dﬁrq 0 'i e J laime :: 1
professor, * this lad is now under the 'fluence
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to Putty.
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“Woof-woof! G-r-r-r!" snarled
eyeing the proie: teadil
Professor Bamboozal stare

he became perceptibly more

1‘ .l-" + T‘l
Ld LL Y, TRE

NCTVOUS.

' 1 | ) PN - Th
He had intended that Putty hould |
friendly bulldog, willing to do some canmne

tricks, and beg in a pretty mann r {for a bone.

But Putty was not a {1 ;.11;.' Lulldog.

' a1

He seemed, 1in fact, to be a very n:ui.:r.*is‘u
kind of dog mdeed. ” glar d at  th professor
Wiﬂl all 0\‘“ t"}'t‘, :1!‘;&1 .;] ': ll 0 ;,“_I » ICATeT ];1'-

il‘l“lﬁt‘l‘-lt“gﬁ. |
Ahem!’ gup ‘d the T (hi T. D "i"“'“t'
yonzo ! Down, sir, down !"

“Go IT Pllt"\ § 5 \nlf d the Rool
“ Good dng, Putty.’

Pllﬂ}' went 1t. He sniffed sus .h M :\ [or o
momaent ﬂ.lld iht‘*ll hhlliﬂul ;11...;.11 gt
on his hands and kaces.

Thl."' lmmfcsmr retreat ;'11 ]1:1:~1 11‘.'

“Ahem!” he choked. " You—you are
not a dog, mow. You are—what? Ow!

"I'l

Yarroooh !
Putty had made a spring. The professor’s
information that he was now no longer a dog
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rt ally hvpnotised him or not. Is he under the
L L

I'h‘!h ¢, OT 18 1t just a joke §

“Of course hoe was under the

e

'tluence,

snapped  the professor loudly Are you
implving., my lad, that I'm an impostor 1 "
" Oh, erikey ! Nunno, but—-"
LR p M?

Enough!™ the professor said briskly.
“ Ladiea and gentlemen, that concludes the
vntvrtainnwnt. The next show 13 at seven-
thirty,  Admission sixpence. That 13 all
Good-afternoon.”

Jimmy Silver & Co. wandered dazedly out
of the tent. They looked at each other in

(

blank astonishment as they left the circus

‘My bhat!"™ [T‘.“Z'.'".ltl'."l Jimmy Silver,
breaking into a grin. “Iid you ever see
anything so funny ! "

- L] . L L | -
\\ 1 s wdly ever ! amen i",l ‘I “‘n‘m‘:-
. - } ] ﬂ; i I" ‘ " ‘ 1 -:
'l."*\l‘:.-.. 1 1 t‘.‘\a n‘l" nu.i‘ l‘i "" LY Wi lq 1 i} I‘ ut.ﬂ
\ ¢ i'; seems he was awn‘.n un d
T“- » }‘ L) t*t'-\‘l' R “nu g

= lhlf‘_‘h".' t”‘\‘\\ ll hL - ‘-it‘ln A ’l{l" ‘ulhn we
;_;-‘: o Ht‘ﬂ!\“ t"ﬂi thl"l’llt‘d l..ﬂ"n 1!.

“ Ha, ha, hl b
“Oh, rats ! " said Jimmy unecasily.
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And the juniors agreed that it was, indeed,
"y
1™ :"I ‘;;‘=‘lt\;

Thev were to discover that nothing was
; 'S8 {".‘* o 111 1\ lnl‘.lu‘ l’lf luh‘l\“ﬂﬂtl

“Im-

THE THIRD CHAPTER
Doggish |

P:‘.'n‘ chuckled breathlessly,

ila glowed up to an casy pace. The
aten of Rookwood woere in sight  farther
along Coombe Lane,

Lvidently Putty was enjoying himself.
That’s the first bit ofl the account,” he

grinned. Y The profeasor will be sorry he
aaled me to help in hig swindles,  Cheek 1

exclaimed Putty indignantly, ** Blessed nerve
of tho man to expect me to swindle people
for a ten-bob note. Well, after the professor-
man has drageed up to Rookwood to take the
'Tuence off me, I should think he will be rather
sorry he picked on me.”

Putty paused to consider,
proposed jape be safe ?

He had a natural distaste for the cane. Mr,
Dalton was an athletic kind of master, and
he put considerable force into his punishment.
Putty had had some, and he wasn’t tremen-
dously keen on having any more !

On the other hand, Mr. Dalton could not
possibly cane a fellow who was under the
influence of hypnotism. The fellow would not
know what he was doing—he would be the
slave of another’s will. Ience to cane him
would be out of the question.

But would the professor reveal the fact that
Putty was only shamming ! P’utty shook his
head. To do that the professor would have

Would his
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to confess that he was only shamming himself,
and he was not likely to admit that he was :
frand.

“dafe as houses,” grinned Putty. “1 can
have the time of my life ; jape all Rookwood,
pay out the professor for hiz cheek, and not
Log a single stroke of the cane. Ob, happy
day! ™

Tubby Muffin was lounging at the gates.
Not having the necessary coin of the realm
to take him to the circus, he had spent his
afternoon in a profitable fashion by ruinmaging
through the studies of the fellows who had
been more fortunate.

A smear of jam on his fat face showed that ha
had been successful in his search. He had .
contented shiny look as Putty approached. A
bag of tarts in Oswald’s study, and a phim-
cake from the study of the Fistical Four had
taken the edge off his appetite. Morning-
ton’s cupboard had provided half a dozen
doughnuts and a bottle of cordial, and the
three Colonials had added a tin of sardines
and some whipped eream walnuts. All was
grist that came to Tubby’s mill.

He blinked lazily at Putty.

“1 say, Putty, old fellow " he began,
and then paused. Putty was sidling towards
him in a somewhat alarming fashion.

“ What's up with you?" asked Mullin,
staring at Putiy’s movements.

Putty’s lip curled in a ferocious snarl.

“Urrrrrgh ! Groo! Woof-woof | "

Tubby Muflin jumped.

" Wha-at 7 he ejaculated.

“ Gerer-r-r ! Boof-woof-woof

“ What on earth Yaroooh

Tubby’s sentence ended in a fearsome
yell. The humorist of the Fourth crouched for
& moment, and then sprang upon Tubby
with a mighty spring. MHis fingers clutched
Tubby’s shoulder, and his teeth closed upon
Tubby’s car.

It was only a gentle bite. The Falstafl of the
Fourth could not have been hurt by that
gentle grip.  But judging by the yell he gave,
his ear had been bitten completely off.

“ Whoooop! Gerrofi ! He's mad ! Help !
Putty’s biting me ! Dragimoff ! Yarooooooh !

Bulkeley and Neville of the Sixth were
crossing the quad. They stopped as Tubby's
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Rookwood’s Reckless Rascal.
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gay that no feat r ' -
NeL S f';f) r‘ %4 £ [ {4 '. ] | ™ 18
underezstimating | (s O
from anv fellow would be « to set th
extraordinary | 4 *
venture—even at f I f & {

The routine of school-life, too, was not to
Gﬁi‘.’cr':’: tas{a 5 , 0 » he wa
alwavs 1n trouble w hority. But
punishment seemed to have no effect on
(eorge Alfred—if anvthing, 1t ma {le him more
darinc

Not a building at R« | did this dare-
devil fail to = from the outside, 1neluding
the Modern house. But there came the day,
IH W ‘T W 'f; vor went 1 L'u'l‘:.il f}i"‘ 1Mt
[t commeneced in the Form-room when Mr,
Hardy, the Classical House master, attempted
{0 Lfrl 1 ¢ r 1nr v DOY fi I‘I‘.-ifiIt'iT :!51‘-]?112

" Gower gnatched the birch
Land and dashed from thy
room. Jardy chased after him, kni
that the boy was intent on taking some foolisl
risk. He was not mistaken. On reaching the

] 11-."‘-.,] Tl'l_"ll_"‘ i:l"ﬁ\lr

{{I]:l{]" 121"‘ Ii- L‘T' r i":- 14 i1 dll

Y .'r '
5

climbing up the ivy on the School House,

“i”l I!u' -L:il'a:‘l ".i ] ¢l :1i~ fitf!l-
S g

BII‘. II:LTI,]'\' l_i'i,.,i _'.4..'&' SUTIIL1400 ] '] I!.*' .'L;."l-‘!

porter to fetch a ladder, m d this was reared

against the School House. JMeantime,

Gower had reached the roof, while the juniors

swarmed into the guad. to see the fun.

When Gower saw the master ascending the
ladder after him, he made for the Har mact and
l‘lillllh‘l] 11]1 ]f' .:},I“] O !hq' I'L‘t TS .'.l-'.l.l l.m;'h!--r
ﬂf “11‘ 11{1_\‘:1 p;l‘”u-rml ill t!u‘ 1{11.ul__ lu' Iiv r.l Iln'
birch to the top.

Reaching the roof, Mr. Hardy hurrnced
across to the reckless rascal, and eventually
prevailed upon him to descend.  One hour
later, George Alfred Gower was bemng tlogeed
with the very birch he had ticd to the mast,
and 1t was not long afterwards that Rookwood
saw the last of him. His parents were
politely requested to take him awav.
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Mullin, * Potty’s putty—1 mean, Putty’'s  Bulkeley staggered back. Neville and

lin, oL : -l mean,
petty ! Hoe climbed on me and chewed my Tubby Mufiin stood rooted to the ground.
w = Yuuup ' roared ”l!”ﬁ'l*‘}'- “ The young

Patty of the Fourth picked himself up i;liur'a biting me.  Pull him away,”

Bulkeley 1in a wicked fashion. Hnu you lost vour senses, you young

. vou vyoung ass!” snapped fool?” exclaimed Neville, j:erg Putty

Bulkeley. " If I have any more of your aw ay from the (*ll:t v,

rot, I h give you six.’ “Hold him!” gasped Bulkeley, * He's
“ @G-r-rer-r ! 7 snarled Putt}'. dangerous. Dring him along. I'll give him

l .L ar ot

H.A. ( 97 ) G



aax with an ashplant, and see if that will
rﬂtore his right senses,.’

(1-1' -T-T ! ! Bnnf ‘:"»."ﬂﬂf '
wrigghng in Neville's grasp.
“1 believe th> kid iz
exclaimed Neville in alarm.

see a doctor.”

“TU doctor him!"™ snapped Bulkeley
erimly. “I've got seme medicine in my
study that will work wonders on him.”

“ He, he, he!”™ came Tubby Mufiin’s fat
cachiinnation from the rear.

The two seniors marched the writhing form
of Putty Grace into the quad; but when
they got there, the Fourth-Form humorist
cave a sudden turn and broke free. He
streaked rapidly across the quadrangle.

Prowling about by the Modern House was
the small brown form of an Airedale dog.
belonging to Mack, the porier. It was an
amiable nlﬂrf, much hked by all the sclool
on account of ‘ts chummy disposition. [t
answered—oceasionally—to the name of Bob.

Putty streaked towards Bob like a hare,
followed by the two prefeets and Tubby
Muflin. Bob wagged his tail Putty
approached ; he knew Putty well.

But he jumped back in surprise when
Putty dropped on hig hands and knees, and
crawling towards him, remarked :

" Urrrrgh ! Boof-oof-woof "

Bob circled cautiously. Was this a new
game ¢ Putty, he knew, was fond of games.
He would often oblige by throwing Httnm
for Bob to fetch. Bob biinked curiously ¢
Putty, and stood by, wagging his tail.

Quite a crowd of fellows now began to
collect. Amazed eyes watched Putty.
Bulkeley and Neville regarded him  wide-
eyed with astonishment.

“1I really do think he’s mad,’
Neville in alarm.

Bulkeley pursed his lips. Laughter was
heard among the other f{ellows present.

“*Well, by Gad, Putty knows how to treat

his brother—what ? ” sniggered Hansom of
the Iifth.

Putty lowered his head and roared. Possibly
he was thinking he was a bull instead of a

bulldog. He snarled and charged Bob head
over heels.

snarled Putty,

reatly

" He

potty !’
ought to

as

whispered

(

LN

“Ha. ka. ha ! ” howled the crowd.

“What 151t ¢ A new g lemanded
L'l]‘f‘ﬂ'-"]*'n.

“Blessed if 1 know. Kkid g wckoo, 1
think.”

T}l' e Was a 150 f § o4 ! n] R 1] »
& Co., home from the circus, appeared on
the scene. Thev blinked at Putty in dismav.

‘Great pip! " ejaculated Lovell. ™ He
still under the fluence. Well, car " *
to die!

“Go it, Putty! Woof-woof. you know ! "

“Ha, ha, hal”

The newly-arrived juniors burst into a howl
“{ }J”:.?T Ti.'-*- h:".'.f’:_'f 'f"'":.' : VO ‘f 1V ONe Oj ]L'-t*..q
legs. But Ji ¢ N r In’'t laungl Heo
was looking seriousls irmed. I Putty wa
indeed, in a state of hypnosis, it might do him
oMo leral rm

3% rode forward again. DPutty
“'11 : o oim WVago

“G-r-r-vr! Grrrrrreh ' "

Bulkeley ju: 1 back—aquite {rightened.

“Good hea s he muttered 1 he
kid think a dog. He's bitten Muthn
and me alread He's dangerous.”

Mind ¥ don't get hydrophobia,”
chuckled TLov

“Ha, ha, ha!”
i I“_ 1 B

L] 1 . ]
- - = ’
'-. .r‘i 4*‘-1;1' l

ul }':* WCOI e, l ]Ii'l'!‘
comes Dalton ! "
There was a sudden silence as Mr. Dalton
hfl’ml" 11

THE FOURTH CHAPTER
Notl Hypnotlsed.

VCHARD ]HHH‘. the master of the
1'ourth, had : win on his brow and
A cance under 1.1:. Lovidently  he
Wils :lllth‘l]}.ﬂlhﬂ {ro b (riaANVoe 1!1”
juniors a  severe ook, then his jaw
dropped m blank armazement. .

He had caught sight of Putty Grace.

Bob had by now prope tly entered into tho
spirit of the game. It seemed to Dob that
the new pastime was for Putty to growl,
him to make plaviul snatches
nose. If he was quick enough,
hek Putty’s nasal organ ;
was rolled over.

Mr. Dalton, as he watched the
)
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Wha-at 1" gasped “Iheky ™ Dalton, "1 think he cannot be sane, sir,

b

anrd

L T .
ctage tng Lack " Have vou--have you DBulkeley. " He was biting Mufiin of the
taken leave of vour sensen (Irace Fourth just now, and then he began to bite
\zain he paused forarenly. Andagain he me also, when 1 intervened. 1 believe he
0 O ; l fancies T‘.l“ﬂ "N tlt";:,"
It was no* a renly 0 wordls It fook the S Great Scott DY murmured the crowd in
rm of an action. T arz He wonder
" 1 the Form-maater about the knees. and “Grace, 18t poasible that——
e s, Y ArOTIaT ©He's hyvpootised, s, Jimmy gulped o
‘:‘._. I\ | ---‘*.; fana ! ~ Ar eTnce , *Ooninaon.
that can only be called ternific ‘ Mr. Dalton stared at him.,
Reukh.l A0

Mr. Manders streaked across
the quad. with Puatty in pursuit,
“Keep him off 1" shrieked the
Modern master. “He's mad | "



“What ! Do you know anything of this Modern House. was crossing the quad.

Zas CTossIng s (Iad i‘h PR
matter, Silver {° noticed that Mr. Dalton spoke to him for
“Ye-ves, sir,’ gasped Jimmy. * Put‘(}“ few minutes, and that Manders looked in
was hypuotised by a man at the circus.” horrified way in his direction
* Wha-at ? Kindly explain yourself, Silver.” Putty guessed that Dicky Dalton was
Amid a dead silence, Tumu}' breathlessly relating how one of his scholars had suddenly
explained how Professor Bamboozal had put become a dog. Putty licked his Iy
the fluence on Putty Grace, and omitted to Manders ';.. sed by, and stared in undis-
take 1t off again. Mr. Dalton’s face, as he guised 1-'~" -T at utty. Teddv Grace drew
listened, was a mixture of amazement and & r]npl | .'_*E nuvered all over.  What
incredulity. a chan :--:' a jape! How he could scare
*“ Bless my f-nlﬂ'” he exclaimed, drawing a  Manders!
deep breath. “ What—what you say, Silver, He gave a sudden twist. Bulkeley and
passes all the bounds of credulity—yet it Neville grabbed at him; but for the second
scems that it is an actual fact. If Grace i1s, time that afternoon he managed to Dbreak
indeed, 1n 2 state of subjection to another’'s free. Uttering a terrible snarl, he galloped
will-power furiously towards Mr. Manders.
There was a loud murmuring from the “Look out!”’ gasped Bulkeley. * He's
crowd. got away again.”
*“ My only summer bonnet !’ “Collar him ! "
“ Puttv—hypnotised ! Mr. Manders heard the shouts of the crowd,
“Thinks he's a dog—-phew ! and Putty’s termble snarl.  He turned about
“Garrrgh ! Boof-woof 17 and his face went green with fear as he sa
“Silence !’ snapped Mr. Dalton.  * Silver,  Putty Lon 7 irds him, clawing the air
vou will take your bicyele, ride down to the ina fremzed fashoon,
circus and fetch this—this mesmerist here The Modern master blinked at him in
immediately. Lose no time in bringing him  horror. Then Le ran-—wildly, chiaed b
to Rookwood. If he will not come, you must  Tutty, with the crovwd bringrg ap the roar
call in the assistance of the police to make Mr. Manders streamed across the quad,
him. Understand 77 uttering fearful cries for help
“Oh! Yes, sir!” gasped Jimmy. “ 1l “Keep him off ! 77 shricked Mr. Manders.
cut off right away.” “He'smad ! Assist me before he bitesme ! 7
He left the group, and ran towards the ‘“ After him ! "’ roared the crowd of juniors,
bicyele shed. Soon afterwards he whizzed “Come back, you voung ass!” vyelled
through the gates, and saled away in the DBulkeley.
direction of Coombe. Tutty carefully con- Putty did not come back.,  He was gradually
cealed a grin as he watched him depart. overhauling Mr. Manders, and he snarled
“Bring the boy Grace mto the house, more ferociously with cach step Lo took
Bulkeley,” commanded Mr. Dalton. ** e The master's face was now a pecubar shade of

must be kept quiet until this absurd hypnotist  grey. He cast one fearful look Lelinnd b

reaches here. And on no account,” added and then ran faster than he had ever run in
the master, turning to the crowd of junmors, s hfe.

“is any boy to make game of thisunfortunate The chase ended abruptly at the woodalied
lad.” Mr. Manders wrenchied open the door of the
*“ Hooray ! ”’ said Tutty silently. woodshed, tore mside, and slanmumed the
Mr. Dalton turned away, and Bulkeley’'s door Dbehind hua. As it ¢lesed, P utty

grasp closed on the I ourth-Form humorist  hurled himself at it: but he wos too late.
once more. Putty looked depressed. He Mr. Manders had fuund sanctuary.

]_1:1(1 not accomplished half the thinga he had “G-r-r-r ! Woof ! 7 roared Puty y furiously,
1ntended_ ”}lﬂ ha. h:‘i!" ‘thlLl\Ld thL

. ' 11111 TS
Mr. Manders, the sour-faced master of the helplessly. .
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away from them. Bulk ! t to see that
! b 1 &
¥ .
there was no .

“ Have—have vou got him, bovs 1" asked
v within the woodshed.
“ Ha, ha—I mean, yes, sir,” gasped
Bulke " He won't get away again.”
There was a movement inside the wood-
shed, and then a loud bump.
“Yaroooh ! " came a fiendish yell.
Evidently Mr. Manders had tripped over
the faggots.

He opencd the door and came out looking

n
& quivering volee fron

!
[y,

“The professor’'s a wan.
ler.'' sald the policeman,
“and | spect it was this
'ere bov he put under the
"M " And he pointed

HHUSNCE.

very dusty and dishevelled., And at the same
rotent Mr, Dalton strode up.

“ Bless my soul ! exclaimed Mr, Dalton.
" Did T not tell you to keep the boy quiet 2"

* He broke away from us, sir,” said Bulkeley,
“ He chased Mr, Manders into the woodshed."”

“(tood heavena !

Then there came a ery from Lovell.

*“ Here's Jimmy, gir.”

The crowd turned to where Jimmmy Silver
was approaching. Putty grinned to himself ;
but. his merriment changed to bewilderment
as he saw that Jimmy Silver was accompanied,
not by Professor Bamboozal, but by P.c.
Cobb, the village constable.

“ What the thump " murmured Morn-
ington.

*“ Where's the professor ?
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“What ? Do you know anything of this
matter, Silver ? ”

“Ye-yes, sir,” gasped Jimmy. * Putty
was hypnotised by a man at the circus.”

“ Wha-at? Kindly explain yourself, Silver.”

Amid a dead silence, Jimmy breathlessly
explained how Professor Bamboozal had put
the ’fluence on Putty Grace, and omitted to
take it off again. Mr. Dalton’s face, as he
listened, was a mixture of amazement and
incredulity.

‘“ Bless my soul!” he exclaimed, drawing a
deep breath. “ What—what you say, Silver,
passes all the bounds of credulity—yet it
seems that it 18 an actual fact. If Grace is,
indeed, in a state of subjection to another’s
will-power @

There was a loud murmuring from the
crowd.

“ My only summer bonnet !

‘“ Putty—hypnotised ! ”’

“ Thinks he’s a dog—phew ! ”’

“Garrrgh ! Boof-woof !

‘“ Silence ! ”” snapped Mr. Dalton. “ Silver,
you will take your bicycle, ride down to the
circus and fetch this—this mesmerist here
immediately. Lose no time in bringing him
to Rookwood. If he will not come, you must

call in the assistance of the police to make
him. TUnderstand ? ”

“Oh! Yes, sir!”
cut off right away.”

He left the group, and ran towards the
bicycle shed. Soon afterwards he whizzed
through the gates, and sailed away in the
direction of Coombe. Putty carefully con-
cealed a grin as he watched him depart.

“Bring the boy Grace into the house,
Bulkeley,” commanded Mr. Dalton. “‘ He
must be kept quiet until this absurd hypnotist
reaches here. And on no account,” added
the master, turning to the crowd of juniors,

“ 18 any boy to make game of thisunfortunate
lad.”

“Hooray ! ” said Putty silently.
Mr. Dalton turned away, and Bulkeley’s
grasp closed on the Fourth-Form humorist

once more. Putty looked depressed. He

had not accomplished half the things he had
intended.

Mr. Manders, the sour-faced master of the

gasped Jinmy. “TI’ll

Modern House, was crossing the quad. Putty
noticed that Mr. Dalton spoke to him fpr a
few minutes, and that Manders looked 1n 2
horrified way in his direction.

Putty guessed that Dicky Dalton was
relating how one of his scholars had suddenly
become a dog. Putty licked his lips. |

Manders passed by, and stared in undis-
guised horror at Putty. Teddy Grace drew
a deep breath, and quivered all over. What
a chance for a jape! How he could scare
Manders !

He gave a sudden twist. Bulkeley and
Neville grabbed at him; but for the second
time that afternoon he managed to break
free. Uttering a terrible snarl, he galloped
furiously towards Mr. Manders.

“Look out!” gasped Bulkeley.
got away again.”

“ Collar him ! ”

Mr. Manders heard the shouts of the crowd,
and Putty’s terrible snarl. He turned about,
and his face went green with fear as he saw
Putty bounding towards him, clawing the air
in a frenzied fashion. _

The Modern master blinked at him 1n
horror. Then he ran—wildly, chased by
Putty, with the crowd bringing up the rear.

Mr. Manders streamed across the quad,
uttering fearful cries for help.

“Keep him off ! ”” shrieked Mr. Manders;
“He’smad ! Assist me before he bites me !

““ After him !’ roared the crowd of juniors.

“Come back, you young ass!” yelled
Bulkeley.

Putty did not come back. He was gradually
overhauling Mr. Manders, and he snarled
more ferociously with each step he took.
The master’s face was now a peculiar shade of
grey. He cast one fearful look behind him,
and then ran faster than he had ever run In
bis life.

The chase ended abruptly at the woodshed.

Mr. Manders wrenched open the door of the
woodshed, tore inside, and slammed the
door behind him. As it closed, Putty
hurled himself at it; but he was too late.
Mr. Manders had found sanctuary.

“G-r-r-r! Woof ! ”’ roared Putty furiously.

“Ha, ha, ha!” shricked the juniors
helplessly.

‘“He's
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Really they could not help laughing. The
spectacle of Mr. Manders fleeing across the
quad, yelling for help, pursued by Putty of
the Fourth roaring like a dog, was enough—
as Lovell said—to make the Head laugh.

Bulkeley and Neville closed upon Putty
at the woodshed. They grasped him—and
this time their grasp was such that there was
no getting away. Twice Putty had broken
away from them. Bulkeley meant to see that
there was no third time.

* Have—have you got him, boys ? ” asked
a quivering volce from within the woodshed.

“Ha, ha—I mean, yes, sir,”” gasped
Bulkeley. *“ He won’t get away again.”

There was a movement inside the wood-
shed, and then a loud bump.

“Yaroooh ! ” came a fiendish yell.

Evidently Mr. Manders had tripped over
the faggots.

He opened the door and came out looking

““The professor’s a wan.

gler,”’ said the policeman,

‘“and | ’spect it was this

'ere boy he put under the

'fluence.”’ And he pointed
to Putty.

very dusty and dishevelled. And at the same
moment Mr. Dalton strode up.

“ Bless my soul ! ” exclaimed Mr. Dalton.
“ Did I not tell you to keep the boy quiet ? ”

*“ He broke away from us, sir,”’ said Bulkeley.
““ He chased Mr. Manders into the woodshed.”

““Good heavens!”

Then there came a cry from Lovell.

“ Here’s Jimmy, sir.”

The crowd turned to where Jimmy Silver
was approaching. Putty grinned to himself ;
but his merriment changed to bewilderment
as he saw that Jimmy Silver was accompanied,
not by Professor Bamboozal, but by P.c.
Cobb, the village constable.

“What the thump——" murmured Morn-
ington.

“ Where’s the professor ?
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“ What’s old Cobb want ?

Jimmy Silver and the constable came up to
Mr. Dalton, watched in breathless silence by
the crowd—masters, seniors and juniors.

““ Where 1s the circus man, Silver ? ” asked
Mr. Dalton, nodding to the policeman.

“1 couldn’t get hold of the professor, sir,”
replied Jimmy. * You see, sir, he’s——"

“ He'’s been took,” interrupted P.c. Cobb.

“Tool ? ” ejaculated Mr. Dalton.

“Ah! He's been took for telling fortunes
—pretending to tell ’em, that is. He’s a
swindle.”

“Do you mean that this man is in
custody ? 7 inquired Mr. Dalton.

P.c. Cobb nodded seriously.

“Ah! Heis that! I took him up arter his
show this arternoon. He gives out that he tells
fortunes—which is agin the law.”

Mr. Dalton looked nonplussed—so did
Putty Grace.

“ But—but I want him to release this boy
from a spell of hypnotic influence,”” argued Mr.
Dalton. “° I must see him. Itisimportant.”

P.c. Cobb grinned.

‘““ He ain’t no ’ypnotist, sir,”” he said. “’E
can’t put the ’fluence on anybody. It’s all a
wangle.”

“ A—a what ? 7’

“A wangle, sir. In plain English—a do.
He bribes people to pretend to be ’ypnotised.
'K, confessed that ’e put a ten-bob note in the
'ospital box this arternoon to make a Rook-
wood boy pretend to be put under the ’uence.
[ ’spect this ’ere is the boy, sir.”

He pointed to Putty.

That incipient humorist was fervently
wishing the ground would open and swallow
him. His face was a picturefof dejection. He
hadn’t thought of this possibility.

Every eye turned on Putty.

Mr. Dalton was struggling for speech. Mr.
Manders was looking perfectly apoplectic.

“Grace! Boy! Grace!” stuttered Mr.
Dalton. “ Is this true? Have you been only

pretending to be under the influence of an
absurd hypnotic spell ? ”

“Yes, sir,” mumbled Putty; and this
time he did not put in even so much as a tiny
“woof !

““Then this, I presume, was intended for

(

a practical joke against the scholars and
masters of this school ¢ ™

“ Nunno—not exactly, sir,” groaned Putty.
“ T meant to make the professor come all the
way up to Rookwood to take the fluence off
me in punishment for his check in asking me
to help him in a swindle.”

There was a moment’s silence, then :

“Ha, ha, ha ! ”’

It was a perfect volume of laughter. Every-
body, except the two masters and Putty
Grace, seemed to be on the verge of hysterics.
Bulkeley and Neville were trying not to laugh
—and were failing badly. Even P.c. Cobb was
grinning expansively.

““ Silence ! ”” snapped Mr. Dalton. “ Grace,
you will follow me to my study. I will give you
a lesson which will help you to curb your
humorous proclivities in future. I shall cane
you most severely.”

“ Oh, crikey!”

“TFollow me ! ”

He strode away into the house, followed by
the dejected figure of Putty, leaving a crowd
roaring with laughter. '

For some time there was a rhyt_hnuca.l
swishing sound in Mr. Dalton’s study, like the
slow, steady beat of a machine. This sound
was punctuated at intervals by gt-rangltfd
yelps and moans, suggestive of suffering.

In due course the door opened, and Putty
of the Fourth crawled into the corridor and
wormed his way along the passage.

Lovell met him at the corner. .Arthur
Edward was disposed to be sympa,thetlc_.

“ Had it bad ? ” he asked commiseratingly-

“ Ow-ow-ow ! 7

“Do you mean—woof-woof-woof ¢~ mur-
mured Lovell.

Putty did not answer—in words, at any
rate. He raised his right fist in the air and
brought it down on Lovell’s nose.

“Yarooh ! ”” roared Lovell, astonished.

Putty crawled on his way, slightly mollified
by Lovell’s furious yell. _

And all over Rookwood that evening,
nothing was heard but shouts of laughter
and hysterical sobs. That was the closing
celebration of Putty’s priceless prank

THE END
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