











“ Got to get to New I'ind in less time than
it takes a puppy dog to wag its tail, else the
Ledeer crowd will get away with the best
haul of the century,” Mac thought. *It
was a cute dodge getting me out o’ the way
while the main party raided New Find. If I
take the short cut over the Hump Back and
old Dot-and-Dash’ll stand the gruelling, I'll
show ’em they weren’t cute enough by a long
chalk.”

Sending flurries of snow up from its back
wheel, Dot-and-Dash hummed along. Mac,
for all his anxiety to reach New Find, handled
his machine expertly. A bad skid on such
treacherous surface at the fast clip he was
making meant a broken neck at least. He
didn’t mean to risk that when he was so hot
on the trail of one of the biggest gang of
crooks in the Yukon Territory.

THE THIRD CHAPTER
Crossing the Canyon !

A MILE farther on Mac bounced on to the

frozen Yukon. For two more miles the
going was easy, skimming across the ice, on
which was a thin layer of snow to grip the
wheels, with frowning white peaks on either
side.

* Guess if it was like this all the way I'd
do 1t easy, but it ain’t. There’s the Hump
Back to get over. MHere we are! Left
wheel, old boy.”

The young Mountie took on the risky task
cheerfully, grinning all over his face as his
wheels bounced and ducked over the rough,
treacherous trail leading up from the river
between snowy bluffs.

By this short cut he saved a detour of six
miles to New I'ind, and that meant a lot.

" Doing nicely,” the youngster grinned as
they neared the top. “ Get the other side
of Whispering Canyon an’ we're sitting on top
o’ the world ! ”

Mac had come this way during the first
fortnight of his work in the district, on horse-
back. The steady beast had been as safe as
houses up this trail, which nobody but
trappers wishing to make a short cut used.
The peak of the trail was at Whispering
Canyon where a cleft of two hundred feet
split the mountain-side almost in two, the

trail going over a rough wooden bridge of
spruce logs to the other side.

Dot-and-Dash behaved splendidly. Bounces
and bumps came all the same to the powerful
motor-bike, which was roaring its staccato
challenge to the snowy landscape with the
same vigour at the top as when Mac first
turned off the Yukon.

Mac came in sight of the bridge—then
checked the whoopee which rose to his lips.
The bridge was broken down, nothing but two
stumps driven deep into the ground on this
side remaining.

““Well, that’s a facer and no mistake,” Mac
muttered, too flabbergasted at first to think.

He pulled up, and moved forward to exam-
ine the structure more closely. With his
hand upon the wooden posts he carefully
scrutinised the wreckage.

“Great saddlebags ! ”” he muttered. * Has
the Ledger lot done this, too ? I'll stake a
month’s pay that bridge has been broken
down with an axe from the other side, and
pretty recently.”

The run of his thoughts was checked sud-
denly, in a dramatic manner. The bark of an
automatic crashed out from somewhere on the
other side of Whispering Canyon, and the
next moment the bullet bit deep into the
stump upon which Mac was leaning.

““ Gosh, looks as if I'm right again. Black
Ledger’s got a man up here, an’ that fellow’s
ripe for shooting. Dot-and-Dash, old stock-
ing, we’ve got to get out o’ this!”

For all the jocularity of his speech Mac was
feeling far from easy. Standing there by the
stump he was an open mark for a gunman on
the other side of the canyon. The first thing
to do was get into cover.

As another shot rang out from the inwvisible
marksman, Mac steerad his machine behind a
large boulder. There he propped it; then
drawing his heavy Webley, peered round to
see how the land lay.

“ Ah, that’s you, is it!” he exclaimed a
moment later as another bullet ricochetted
from the boulder just by his head. But
he had seen a slight movement and caught
the flash as the hidden marksman’s gun spoke.
Mac poked his own Webley round the
boulder and waited.
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Presently the hidden marksman’s weapon
appeared again, and Mac fired. His shot
was followed by a sneering laugh.

““ Shoot, Mountie; that’s the ticket. But
yuh couldn’t hit me in a week o’ Sundays
from there.”

“The bounder’s right!” Mac muttered
grimly. *° He’s so well covered by them two
chunks o’ rock there’s only a chance in a
million o’ hitting bim. Gosh, I know ! ”

An idea had occurred to him, and he turned
to his machine. Ifirst blocking the wheels, he
kicked old Dot-and-Dash into throbbing life,
and left her propped against the boulder
humming away.

“That’ll give that Johnny over the way
something to occupy his attention thinking
what I aim to do,” he grinned. * While he’s
thinking, I'll be doing.”

Cautiously, keeping the boulder between
himself and the marksman, he crawled baclk-
wards upon his stomach until his boots came
into contact with another boulder ten yards
away. Mac dodged behind this, and then
continued the process until he was well
down the hill and out of sight of the marks-
man, whose whole attention was occupied by
the staccato roar of Mac's bike.

Caution was now no longer necessary, and,
getting to his feet, Mac edged about fifty
yards parallel to the chasm, then started
climbing the hill again, so that when Whisper-
ing Canyon again blocked his progress he was
fifty yards away from his machine.

“There he 1s! Now for the surprise
packet ! ” Mac muttered, after a keen glance.

From here the marksman was not so well
covered as he thought. Mac could see him
steadying his gun upon a rock, tensely waiting
for Mac to show up behind the boulder he
had originally occupied, and where Dot-and-
Dash was still burning petrol.

Mac levelled his gun. Craclk!

The shot was so unexpected that the fellow
leaped in the air. His gun was shot clean
out of his fist, and he yelled with the pain in

his wrist. The next moment, casting a
startled glance about, not sure from which
direction his nmew adversary had fired, and
thinking that the Mountie had received rein-
forcement, he started slithering and stumbling

(

down the hillside, anxious to get out of the

way.
“That’s settled lim!” Mac muttered
grimly. “ Now for crossing this little hole.”

Coming out from cover, Mac examined his
side of the chasm. His gaze was attracted by
an 1cy projection which glittered and shim-
mered as the bright glare of a harsh sun
played upon it.

The Mountie stared at it calculatingly a
long moment, then set his jaw firmly. |

“Chances have got to be taken at this
game,” he muttered. *“ So we'll take em, an’
with a bit o’ luck we’'ll pull this off.”

He hurried back to his machine, and a few
moments later was steering it down from the
shattered bridge towards the icy projection,
which was nothing more than a heap of snow
frozen bard as it drifted over the edge of the
chasm.

“ Almost like my ice-rink days, this,” the
voung Mountie thought as he drew back to
get a start. |

Then he kicked his machine into roaring
life and gave her full throttle.

Dot-and-Dash raced forward. The chasm
leaped towards Mac at alarming speed. Cool
as the ice all around, he steered for the bridge
of snow. Over the edge and upon the queer
bridge went the front wheel. The next
moment Mac and the motor-bike were shot
upwards into the air by the elevated bridge,
to come down with a bump upon the around
the other side and roar on. Mac was
safely across!

THE FOURTH CHAPTER
A Knock-out Stunt !

s Mac droppcd down into New Iind 1t
soon became evident that Black
Ledger’s gang was in full charge. Half
a mile away he could hear shots and shouts,
and a little later a sharp crack, and the whizz
of a bullet perilously close to his head warned
him of the danger he himself was running.
Danger could not stop the young Mountie,
however, although it did teach him caution.
He bad tbought of barging right into New
Frud and seeing what he could do, but now he
realised that against the whole gang, using
such methods, he would stand no chance, and
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so he swerved round and approached the
mining town from behind.

Two long rows of buildings comprised the
place, some of them only partially constructed.
Riding up behind these, Mac could hear the
wild riot of noise as the gunmen rode around,
shooting and bullying, creating a reign of
terror while they stripped the place and every-
body in it of their hard-won gold-dust.

“Well, I sure am hot on Black Ledger’s
trail now,” thought the Mountie grimly. * The
point is getting the cufis on him an’ his merry
men,”’

e

The sight of a new plank of wood reared up
against tbe low roof behind the Money-Pot

Saloon gave him an idea.

“ Just the thing ! ”” he murmured, his cheery
face broadening in a grin. “ They’ll get the
shock o’ their ives when they see me.”

" Go 1t, Dot-and-Dash! Do your stuff

Roaring into full speed, Mac drove his
machine for the plank. He braced himself
upwards as the front wheel touched. The
next moment he went easily upwards to the

(
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roof, the motor-bike mounting the plank
easily.

“ Attaboy ! ” Mac chuckled, and cut the
motor dead.

Then, laying the bike down upon the roof
of the Money-Pot, he looked around. He
spotted a fanlight, and hurried over towards
it.

Peering down into the saloon, a sight that
almost made him shout for joy met his eyes.

The saloon was almost crowded, but only
a few of the crowd scemed happy. These
gripped guns in a menacing manner. Ob-
viously it was a hold-up by Black Ledger’s
cang, for others were raking through the
miners’ pockets. The gangsters were 1n com-

Crack ! Mac’s shot knocked the gdangster’s
gun clean out of his hand, and the fellow
yelled with pain and clasped his wrist.

& - :
plete control, and while one or two collected
the spoils from the miners the bulk lounged

-against the bar counter, which was almost

directly beneath Mac.

“Couldn’t be better placed,” thought
Mac. “ Can’t see Black Ledger among ’em,
but 1t looks like this 1s the main part of the
gang. Dac, you're going to make the cop o’
your life.”

Cocking his Webley in readiness, Mac
lifted the fanlight and swung it back against
the roof. Then, before a current of cold air
could warn the gang, he dropped down feet
first, to land behind the counter with a
heavy thud.
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“Don’t move! Not a man!” he barked.
“ I’m shooting ! ”

Both crooks and miners were flabbergasted.
Just one of Black Ledger’s gang swung round
with a snarl. Mac’s Webley spoke and he
dropped, cursing, with a bullet in his shoulder.

“ Quick—drop your guns, before I count
three,” Mac rapped. *° One—two ”‘

Clatter!  Clatter!  Thud! Thump!
Weapons thudded upon the boarded floor of
the Money-Pot, dropped as if they were
red hot.

“Three ! ” Mac finished his count. ““ Ah,
that’s better.”

Every man in the Money-Pot was unarmed
except Mac. The floor was littered with
guns and arms of every description. Mac’s
sudden entrance and his quick action in
winging the first man who had disobeyed his
command had completely demoralised the
gunmen.

Mac made a sign to a long, lean-faced man
among the miners.

“ Collect the armoury, an’ dump it over
here, Pete,” he ordered. Pcte Borrow, the
saloon keeper, did as requested. “ Now, just
pick out for me which is Ledger’s gang an’
which isn’t, an’ then get ’em tied up, will
you ? ”

‘“ Sure, Mountie,” Pecte answered with a
grin. ““ Glad to.”

Five minutes later Mac’s captives were
securely tied up, the miners had recovered the
guns the crooks had taken from them, and
their gold was in a pile on the counter.

“ Don’t know how you’re goin’ to sort that
out among you,” Mac told the saloon keeper.
““ Guess you’ll have to trust each man to say
how much belongs to him.”

‘“ That's casy,” Pete Borrow said with a
frown. ¢ What’s on that table ain’t nothin ’ !
There were a dozen fortunes in the bank, an’
Black Ledger’s got clean away with the lot.”

“ You don’t say so! ” Mac exclaimed.

«1 sure do,” Borrow replied. “ Him an’
Butch Barlow skipped off after raiding the

bank, to get a good start with the main haul
while this crowd rifled the men. They’re well

away by now, so I guess we’ll have to whistle
fr our fortunes. That there on the table
ain’t nothin’ compared to 1t.”

{

“That’s bad,” Mac admitted. “1 won-
dered where Black Ledger was. If I knew which
way they’'d gone there’d still be a chance.”™

“They said they was makin’ Le Iavre's
cabin their meetin’ place,” the saloon keeper
explained. “ They said you would be there,
an’ they were goin’ to enjoy themselves ab
your expense. (Guess they Say, what
yuh on ?

But Mac didn’t stop to explain what he
was on. IHe jumped on the bar counter,
grabbed the edge of the fanlight above his
head, and disappeared. The next thing the
saloon keeper heard was the roar of a motor-
bike on the roof above his head.

Pete Borrow was surprised. He would
have been more surprised, however, had he
seen Mac cleverly steer Dot-and-Dash down
the planking by which he had mounted the
roof. The Mountie pulled up, however, when
he had reached the ground. An idea had
suddenly occurred to him.

“ Gosh, the very thing!” he exclaimed;
and turning back, levered the useful picce of
planking from against the Money-Pot wall.
“Tied to old Dot-and-Dash, 1t’ll be a lknock-
out ! ”’

Mac was an ingenious youngster, given to
cute dodges. He was also one who believed
in the usefulness of stout string, and for that
reason always had a ball handy in his bag,
which he now got out. .

With the string he fastened the planking to
the headstock of his motor-bike, just below
the handlebars, so that the ends of the plank
stuck out at cither side about ten feet.

“Guess I'd get jugged back 1n En_glmld
doing carrying service this way,” he grlnnec}.
“ Right away, Dot-and-Dash, an’ if we don't
give Black Ledger an’ his pal beans before
they get to Le Favre’s cabin I'll cat my
uniform.”

With a roar that startled the echocs,
machine and Mountie bounced away. As soon
as he could, Mac edged round on to the main
trail and presently bounced once more on to
the frozen Yukon, skirting round the base of
the Hump Back this time.

“ Should spot ’em any minute now.” He
grinned in the teeth of the icy wind streaming
about his eyes. “ Ah, thought so! There
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As Mac drove between Black Ledger and his companion, cach received a terrific swipe from the plank

and was sent flying.

they go, an” by Harry, they’'ve heard me ! ”

Considering that the two men in front,
who were mushing along on snow-shoes when
he first saw them, were two of the most
desperate gunmen in the Yukon Territory,
Mac was surprisingly cool.

Black Ledger and his licutenant had
stopped. They had heard the roar of Mac’s
machine, and drew apart wondering who 1t
could be.

Mac raced on, convinced that the two men
would not detect the white planking against
the white background of snow at the pace he
was travelling. Then he saw the two draw
their guns.

“Spotted my uniform,” Mac thought.
““They're going to spot an earthquake 1n a
minute ! ”’

He rode on, increasing his pace upon the
frozen surface of the river to thirty-five miles

(

Mac’s stunt surcly was a Knock-out |

per hour. At that speed he would be an
elusive target to hit.

However, the two crooks had hopes. With
ocuns cocked, standing about a dozen feet
apart, they waited, ready to plug Mac as he
screamed past. The young Mountie, chuckling
inwardly, steered towards them at a fast chp.

Black Ledger got ready to ease back on
the trigger immediately Mac was between
them. The next second he received a terrific
swipe in the chest that sent him flying on to
his head and laid him out. The very same
moment his companion was knocked out, too,
as the other end of Mac’s plank hit him.
Mac’s stunt surely was a knock-out !

Grinning triumphantly, Mac throttled
Dot-and-Dash down, swerved round, and
came back to where the senseless forms of
the two crooks lay upon the ice. Dismounting,
the young Mountie removed their guns,
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transferred the bag of gold they had taken
from New Find bank to his own saddlebag,
then scratched his head. For the two crooks
didn’t look like coming round yet !

“Got to get ’em round somehow,”’ he
pondered. “ I've gotit!”

Mac’s method was simple but very efiec-
tive. He took two large handfuls of snow,
and pushed a handful down the back of each
crook. With contorted faces Black Ledger
and Butch Barlow blinked their eyes open,
then wriggled uncomfortably as the icy-cold
stuff worked right down their backs.

Black Ledger recovered first, and with a
length of stout string Mac bound him to
one end of his plank. When Butch was able
to stand on two legs without help, Mac did
the same for him, tying him to the other end
of the plank. By the time all was complete,
the two crooks were sufficiently awake to
realise that Motor-Bike Mac had beaten them
on every count !

Naturally they scowled. But Mac just
grinned cheerfully.

“Now, my beauties,” he said. * One way
an’ another you’ve cost me some petrol

scorching around looking for you, so now I
hope you won’t mind saving me a bit. You're
going to mush back to New Find, while I ride.
But Dot-and-Dash isn’t goin’ to burn any
petrol, see ? DMarch!”

They marched. There was nothing else for
it. And Mac enjoyed the ride, sitting com-
fortably in the saddle while the crooks, whom
he had tied to the plank, dragged him and his
machine along.

It took nearly two hours to reach New
Find, but what a welcome there was for Mac
as he brought his two new prisoners in'!
The miners went almost crazy, especially when
Mac handed the bank its gold.

There was no need for Mac to ask for help
in getting his bunch of prisoners down to
Regina—nearly all in the place volunteered,
and after Mac had dispatched half a dozen
to bring in the two members of the gang he
had left in Le Favre’s charge, they sct 9[‘1’, the
biggest round-up any single Mountic Emd
made in the history of the North-West
Mounted. -

““ An’ all because o’ Dot-and-Dash,” mut-
tered Mac as he rode behind the procession.
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