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BIG “BUNTER”
COLLECTION

When the of

news

Hamilton, creator of “Billy Bunter,”

the of Charles

broke into the

death

Christmas celebrations, few were more disturbed than
Mr J. R. Murtagh, of Selwood road, Hastings.

Mr Murtagh has been collecting the writings of Charles

Hamilton, better known as Frank Richards,

Loyhood.

As private collections go,|
it must rank among the
most comprehensive to be
found in English- speakmq
countries.

Actually Mr Murtagh's collec-
tions do not stop with the works
of Frank Richards, for he is a
collector in a varied field. His
home ‘is a treasure house of
books and collectors’ items of a
wide classification.

Pride of place is given 1o
thousands of copies of The Mag-
net and The Gem.

Charles Hamilton wrote under
his own name, and the pen
nsines Frank Richards, Martin
Clifford and Owen Tonquest. Mr
Murtagh has them afl—paper-
backs, hard covers and bound
annuals.

BACK TO 1908

Mr Murtagh's collection
The Magnet begins with copy
No. 32, dated September 19,
1908, but he has a copy of al-
most  every issue published
through until the last issue in
1940. This depicted washing day

of

at Greyfriars, the bespectacled,
rotund Billy Bunter occupying
the foreground (naturally).

The Magnet was {first pub-
lished in 1908. The Gem had a
publishing life of from 1908 until |
1939. Hamilton wrote for these:
publications—they were week-
lme-—-—for the whole period.

He wrote for The Mag-
net under the name of Frank
Richards and for The Gem under
the name of Martin Clifford.

That was a secret of which|
the most avid readers of the St'!
Jim’'s and Grey{riars series were
blissfully ignorant. Hamilton
wrole 14 million words a wvear
to perpetuate this duplicity.

Mr Murtagh, like many a
schoolboy of the period, was a
“Billy Bunter” devotee, reading
with the book under the desk at
school or in public transport as
does any modern boy who has
not cultivated the ‘“transistor”
habit.

“written by Brooks under
noms de plume, including a copy |

since his

MODEST LETTER

He once wrote to Mr Hamilton
and received a reply which re-
veals the modesty of the famed
author.

“You wouldn’'t guess how
pleased I am to read that my
books are displayed in many
bookshops in New Zealand.,” an
excerpt {rom the letier runs.

“l used to dream, in my
younger days, of a trip to that
wonderful island; but it never
came off: so many dreams don’t
come true.

“But if Frank Richards will
never see New Zealand, it is
very pleasant to know that Billy
Bunter is more fortunate. Al-
though Billy is so disinclined to
exertion, he does seem to get
about the world as his author
never could.”

In his letter Mr Hamilion says
he had almost forgotten that he
had ever been named anything
but Frank Richards. The letter
was written in 1957 and the
writer said Billy Bunter ¢“is
going strong on television over
here.” .

“One of these days,” he add-
ed, “I hope you will see our fat

old friend on television in New
Zealand.”

The letter signed “Frank
Richards” in a bold masculine
hand. A thick nib and indelible
black ink werc used.

NELSON LEES TOO

Mr Murtagh's library also in-
cludes the complete Nelson Lee
series, wrilten by Edwy Searles
Brooks under his own name.
This weeckly scries was publish-
ed continuously from 1915 until
1933—948 issues.

Later, Brooks wrote under the
pen-names of Berkeley Gray and
Victor Gunn—at the age of over
70 he is still writing.

Mr Murtagh has many bouks
these

is

of “The Golden Monkey,” dedi-
caled “to John Redman Murtagh,
of Hastings. New Zealand, who, a
glutton for punishment, has read

i mv stories for more years than

cither of us cares to remember.”

It is sigp@d “B.G.”

CIIARLES IIA‘\'IILTON .

| On the frontispiece the
| author has written: “To Jack—
| with best wishes. Edwy.” Else-

! where on the page,

|

| names thus:

the author
has inscribed his other two pen-
“Berkelev Gray—
(signed)  Victor

April, 1957

| Gunn.”

jof the Nelson Lee series.
{has paid high prices for

HIGIILY VALUED

Mr Murtagh values this copy
particularly highly, as it must
surely be a rarity to own a book
inscribed by an author under the
three names by which he be-
came known to the public.

It took Mr Murtagh 36 long
vears to complete the collection

He
back
numbers of this publication. Not
until last year did he conclude
the search. He began reading
the series—the background is an
imaginary school, St Frank’s
College—in 1925.

OTHER INTERESTS

Mr Murtagh's collecting does
not end with schoolboy literat-
ure. He has more than 13 mil-
lion cigarette cards, shoe-box
after shoe-box of them, sorted in
series, stacked from floor to ceil-
ing.

Mr Murtagh also has a big
stamp collection and collects old
coins. He has delved and col-
lected in a wide sphere of scien-
tific and abit uvse lopics. 3

In his possession there is a
mine of information, ranging from

sputnilks in space to egyptology.!

He has also made a

gpecial |

study of the working of green- |

stone by tha Maori.

Mr Murtagh's collecting ac-
tivities have put him in touch
with collectors in all parts of the
world. Among them are

doc- |

tors, ministers of religion and a|

Hollyvwood {fllm star. ANl col-
lect old schoolboy paperbacks.

'KEEN ON CARDS
One of the keenest collectors
of cigarette cards with whom Mr

Murtagh corresponds is the man-
aging director of a diamond firm,

Mr Edward C. Wharton-Tigar.
This man, regarded by Mr
Murtagh as a personal {riend,

CoN



oy

flew out of his way last year
on the way to Australia to spend
a weekend with Mr Murtagh and
discuss his collection.

Mr Murtagh savs his collect-
iing will go on. He added that ||
| there must  still be schoolday”
| papers gathering dust in forgot-
| ten cuphoards.
|‘ A specialist in  photography,
]Mr Murtagh has made and edit-
| ed a series of documeniary films
{ complete with sound track and
| commentary.
. Better known as a hypnotist,
' he used his second name, Red-
| man, when he toured New Zea-
‘Izmd, Australia and the United
States some years ago.

P sy

Ginger Meggs
and the Potts |

N e o

congratulations
bringing my old mate
Ginger Meggs, back to hi
rightful home after tooli
long a time in another i
place. ?
To put the record
straight, 1 draw attention
to an error in Bill¥
Peach’s interesting back
ground story of  the;
country's best-loved kid. §
According to Bill, Ging
ger is the longest running-g
Australian comic  strip,
having been created by
Jim Bancks in November,!
1921, This is not correct.
The Potts which I am
happy to say 1is also
featured in The Sun-

L

Herald, preceded Gingerj -::,::‘j‘i:f“
Meggs (or, as the strip Bl
was known those days,’ TR
Us Fellers) by eight AM Nl

months, appearing first in
Smiths Weekly in March
1921.

I don't claim to be thef
creator of The Potts. My §
great personal friend and § wad i :
mentor, Stan Cross, origi =R 3 ERSetodely st e
nated the weekly strip in§ RS Ny
Smiths in 1921 and car- : i LA s ran
ried it on until he left the : Y S i e B
paper in late 1939. I con-§ Sl s e
tinued drawing it ing
Smiths as a weekly
feature until 1950. when
that paper closed.

feagy TR & Aol : % Ty

T .

Immediately I com- ' '
menced drawing It as a HASTINGS COLLECTOR MR J. R. MURTAGH takes down a book from his shelves.
daily strip in The Sydney [ e ————— n
Morning  Herald and -
newspapers in all Austra-

lian States. —

In 1950 The Sun- ’
Herald featured the larg-
er Sunday edition of The
Potts in its colour comic
section, and 25 years
later it is still happily
mixing in the fun with its
long-time colleague, Gin-
ger Meggs.

I would like to add
what a great personal
friend Jim Bancks was to
me in my early days as a

newspaper cartoonist, and Hear!y

what a wonderful in- 50

fluence both he and Stan

Cross were In the Autographed

development of Austra- Ph t

lian comic art. otos
JIM RUSSELL, of

Sylvania, Famous

Stars



