MAR . 1962

FOUR SHILLINGS

PRICE
W.06. LOFTS

NO. 4-vOL .1

PRODUCED IN AUSTRALIA EVERY NOW AND THEN




EDITORTAL

The duplicating probleme have at last been solved - Fo.4 is a home-made
Job and I feel sure that Golden Hours magazine will now meke the number
of appearances each year for which I'd initially hoped. No.5 will be
started immediately and will contain some very interesting articles
covering a wide range of our tooks.

Here in Austrelia I have slways admired the power of Bill Lofts to come
up with the enswer to many an otecure question, It haen't just happened,
it meant a lot of hard work and devotion to'the 0.B.B. hobby. Bill hae
advenced our knowledge of all aspects of our books z0 much over the past
years that I felt some sort of a small tribute was due to him. Thie
cover is it,

It's been a sad year gince the last 1ssue appeared, Bill Stanton Hope
died here in Sydney last August., He'd written to me a fortnight before
asking Ernie Carter 2nd me to visit Mrs.Hope and him, also promising me

an article for G.H, on the old Amelgamated Fress days. It wae the first
time he'd had time to think about it and it promised to be worth reading
ag Bill knew them &l1, PErnie and I had aoccess to his papers by kind
pernission of Mrs.lope and we discovered soms interesting items, especially
in the comic field. I will endeavour to give this information in a future
G.Hy or to individual inquirers who would like to know who wrote some of
those series in the comics. It could well have been W.S.Stanton Hops as
the bulk of his work for many years went into the comic papsrs. He elso
vrote 3 Magnet stories and the Herlock Sholmes sketches in the Greyfriars
Herald.

The pagsing of Charles Hamilton saddensd everyone, The Fetruary number
of the Collectors Digest covered adequately, without a doutt, our several
feelings at thie unhappy time and I think it deserves high praise. 4n
era has ended, never to return. Let ue hope we can keep its records alive
and growing, and the treasurese it produced intact.

I had two replies to my "Forty Years On" guestion in G.E, No.3, Indeed,
ong very thoughtful friend sent me the "Harrow School Song" book for which
I vas most grateful. A)so, Mr.G.R.Samvays sent me a fine letter which
contained the full words of the song. 1I'd have 1iked tc have had it in
thie number, but it missed out, Fowever, I will inolude the words of
"Porty Years On" in No,5 which should be of great interest to my fellow
Augtrelians, who would not come across them as easily as perhaps our
Britisb frignds.

Yourgs Sincerely,

SYD, SdYTH.



FORMULAS OF GENIUS

EDITORIAL STAFF MEMORIES OF THE FLEETWAY HOUSE
by EDWARD C. SNOW

The 19th century saw the creation of many wonderful inventions
which people living in the middle of the 20th lsrgely take for granted.
However, bofore their intreduction, by what could be called "nativo®
genius, life was very different, and a person suddenly transported back
a century would find many phases of 1life very uncomfortable.

. This article deals with three ien who had a marked effect on most
people's lives, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Lord Morthcliffe and Charles
Hamilton. While Mr. Brunel invented neither steamship nor steam train
(both of which existed in a crude form before he was born) he did im-
prove on them to produce the first large steamship of the present day
size and the modern tyve of railway on which trains can travel at high
speeds of up to the huadred mile en hcur figure. To-day, his railwsy
systens still compare more than favoura®ly with tho world's best.

Lord Northcliffe, previously Alfred Harmsworth, invented neither
newspaper nor periodical. Both existed bofore he was born. Howevsr,
both wero awful things to contemplate; dull ponderous affairs, set up
like a series of classified advertisewonts, and illustrated by a type of
line drawing suited to the fashions of half a century earlier. After
launching his first periodical, celled.*Answers to Readers", in the late
1850's, he displayed remarkabls ability in attracting to his support men
of genius who could write and draw the tyoe of subject matter for which
half the English speaking world was waiting. After gbbreviating his
first periodical to "Answers", it was quickly followed by a second one
naned "Comic Cuts". Soon sfterwerds he was offured a dying newspapsr
called "Evening Hews", practically as a gift, on condition he appeinted
a certain man its editor. Like his first two poriodicals, the trans-
action proved highly succesciul cnd was followed :ftsr sever2l years by
the "Daily kail". With the selp of tho "war news" at the turn of the
century, this also became a freat daily. His fifth venture "The Daily
Mirror" proved a failure at the start; but succeeded later when the
price wae halved and photographs weras used, instead of line drawirgs.
Lord lHorthcliffa's successes wecessitzted many high speed printing
inventions to produce cnd deliver tho huge circulations to dictant parts.
Howaver, he is still credited with having paved the way for modern journ-
alisn, despite the methods used. To his critice, who called both hin
and his papor some attrocious namee ze roplisd:

"All io0od publicity! There's only one bad publicity in journ-
alism — that's none at all.®



Just who wes the greatest brain Northcliffe drew to his side ray
be an open Question, but three come to mind, iwmedistelyt Arthur Mee,
Charles Hemilton and Edgar Wallace, If one went through all the 14,000
on his staff and the tens of thousends of contributors and distributors,
easily the largest gap would be created by the absence of Cherles Hamilton.
By 1920 both Hemilton and Northcliffe were at the heieht of their reepect=
ive power and outpute A dozen periodicsls end anmls were in existence,
dealing wholly or in pert with fictitious schools, such as Greyfriers,
Rookwood and St. Jim's together with half a dozen other, lesser knewn ones
of his creation.

By 1920, Aasalgamsted Press wes producing over & 100 magazines and
periodicals, with a circulation exceeding 10 million, »nd Cherles Hsmilton
wag oither directly or indirectly responsible for one tenth of thet output.
Thet meant reughly 1,400 men were employed as the result of his crestions,
Hor does that include distributing and selling agencies, both wholesale
end retail, wherever the English tongue wes rrad end spoken. In his mem-
oirs, in the Saturday Book, he boasted he had written 60 million words
without ever seeing & rejection slip, only letters from editore asking for
mora and more., This wes man understatement, if anything, as those of his
editorial steff, over balf a century, still living will essily testify,
This places Charles Hamilton out in front a long way, es the world's
largest writer of prolific cutpit. He wes also a "native® or origimsl
genius in the bargain,

"JATIVE CENIUS. "
That means creating something wholly new, which never existed

before and can be copyrighted for s fixed period of years, before becoming
the property of the general public. Americans call it "beating the gun",
and thoso who can do it, either change the world or help things move faster.
As any new invention usually means the demise of that which existed before
it, those who can best the gun are not always popular, even if they become
rich and powerful.

"DON'T READ THIS!

"SCREIREN YERBOTF! DOIS NIGT SCREIBEN!®
While Charles Hamilton was busy writing Magnet and Gem yarns inter-
spersed with sdventures on the Continent snd in the South of France,
Northcliffe was equally busy helping the defeat of Germany, in World War I,
as Minister of Propaganda in Enemy Countries.
Among his precepts was one which cannot be denied;
Tt {sn't what is read or heard tbat counts; but the time
it is remembered afterwards."
In the second half of the war, Germens were surprised to find leaf-
lets floating down on thelir trenches, they were forbidden to read! Like
naughty schoolboys they promptly r=ed them, es most people would do.
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Agein, as with his pepers and periodicals, a Northcliffe peychological
strategen hed warked. The Germans read they were umarely dupes of an
iniquitous Warlord, the Raiser, and it wold pay them to abendon the war,
on their iadividual initiative. Large mambers did so, and, after several
yoars of it, were very glad to.

The Kelser eventually caught up with the desertions, end admitted
Northcliffe had proven the truth of Richelieu's famoms words, »nd done
more damage to his troops' morale than the allied shells.

In reply, he sent navel units to bomberd "Elawood", on the Kentish
Coast, the residence at that period of the Press Lord, Fortumately, the
German Naval captein hit the wrong house,

"Elawood" was actually in the same area as Charles Hamilton's
*Roselawn" residence now, though at that period he wse living at Brougbton
Fera to the north of London.

MEMORIES OF THE MAGNET AND GEM.

While Northcliffe was lucky in having a contrituter 1ike Hemilton,
Haailton in turn was lucky in having an editor of ability and acumen, like
Mr, C,M. Down, to look after his interests during and after he ran up his
world record mtput. Ae 1s common knowledge, what the Kalser failed to
do in the first world war, Adolph Hitler accomplished in the Second ops,

At leest he accomplished it to an extent~—the Companion Papere,
Magnet and Gem ceased publicetion, but the cheracters created by Charles
Hawilton did not completely die, inasmuch as when Hitler over-ran the
Continent, he sterted "underground® or "resistence" movemsnts, It was
similar with the Magnet end Gem, in various parts of the world, msemaines
coomenced, Canada, Australia and England, to carry on Ramilton's work, by
keeping his characters alive. iy

This "underground® movement still exists, and will undoubtedly out-
1ive Razilton himseelf, with the ald of British T.V. vhich features Remilton's
most femous cheracter Billy Bunter, on the home screens.

" "

The meteoric increase in circulation of Northcliffe newspe=pars and
periodicels, was all dona by the meglc word "formula®. It coincided vith
the advent of compulsory education for poor as well mg rich, so that, while
nothing could be done with 1lliterate middle aged bumans, when the law came
1n, the next generation were 100% able to resd end write to e great or
lesser degree,

What proved successful in Britain, soon spread to other countries,
first Americe, then Australia, then over the entire world.

Northcliffe was aided in bis formilas, by the mnn he had to appoint
a8 editor of the "Bvening News", in accepting the offer of the paper, a
certain Kennody Jones (described as "n dyed-in-the~wool seribe of the 01d
School"). His formila for weekly and eveniug pepers was:-
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"SER-CRIME-PATRIOTTSH-PLUS-POLITICS & SPORT,

By psychological strategens, which earned his papers and periodicels
the nicknsme of "the stunt-press", Northcliffe duly knocked his pspers into
their present shape by » set of very strict rules, based on "Men bites dog"
formula, He printed photographs on every page, in an era when photography
itself was branded "obscene!, by Mayfeir and Pall Mall, He elinineted all
words in excess of three syllables! He declsred "news" to be:- "The
largest or swallest of anythine; the cheapest or dearest of anything; the
best or worst of anything, and any "mirscle" or "act of God" which only
happened once,"

As the world became literate, the circulation of newspapers rose to
six and seven figures in most countries,

ARTHUR MEE.

While a1l the editors Lord Northcliffe gathered around him could not
be called 'nature's gentlemen", at least some of them deserved the term.
Not the least of these in ny opinion, was Mr. Arthur Mee.

His officeswere on the fourth floor st the Fleetway House, ani
directly above those of the Magnet & Gem. He wes most noted for his
MChildren's Newspaper™, abbreviated by Gordon & Gotch employees to "Child's
News". His formula for this masterpiece of journelism was a metter of
fivo words: "Simplicity, optimisw, respect for religion.”

1006,

With every yeer an importent one in some respect, two events of
special importance occured in this particular yesr. The I.X. Brunel
steamship, Great Eastern of 18,000 odd tons, built in 1858 was succeeded
for tho first time by one much larger, in the 32,000 ton Lusitenia, on the
one hand.  On the other, the first St. Jin's yarn, & helf length feature
appeared in The Pluck Library. The following year full length St. Jim's
yorns appesred in the newly commenced Gem Library, but not in the very
first number. A& ycer lzter, the first Magnet appeared, with Greyfriers
in the very first issue, Althoush not the Editor-in-Chief, Mr. C.M, Down
was then on the steff, and except for ebs=nce as & conmissioned officer,
for the whole period of the first world war, he later became Editor snd
saw the Companion Papers throurh to their cessation in 1%0, a span of
thirty-~two years.

Looking beck impartially, one reelises the steff on those boys'
papers, Maznet, Gem and Sexton Bleke-series, both penny and fourpenny ones
was after the nature of the silent movie stars, who were the actusl found-
ations of the present business of cinemsscobe, cinerama, ~nd other mirscles
of entertainment . Those now still =live are like the silent movie stars,
véry elderly end living mostly in quiet retirement.
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During my period on the staff, two years and eight months, many vary
famous men walked the corridors of the Fleetway House, and I distinctly
remember Seeing Mr.William Bleckwood, editor of Answers, in compeny with
Mr, Bdgar Wallace., (Both sported lengthy cigarette holders)

THE_PHENOMENON!

That was Lord Northcliffe's nickns=me for Mr.Wallace, and also causes
to arise the query, who was the greatest detective writer? Some would say
Sir Arthur Con-n Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes; others might prefer
G.H, Teed, Sexton Blake »nd Nelson Lee writer; nany well-travelled folk
would choose E. Phillips Oppenheim, whose stamping ground ranged from Mayfair
to the Riviera, vie the Continental sleeping care.

Mr. Wallace w~s faoous for the speed with which he could deliver a
serial, or complete book -- a week-end was all it took him, hence the sppro-
priate nickname -- phenomenon, With fame end populerity cama high-living
and the inevitable criticism. Some seid, hed he been educated up to
acadenic standards, he could have become 2n immortal like Shekespeare. Mr,
Wallace, however, was ex-ctly like Northcliffe, hinself; utterly ageinst
any slow and peinful perfection of his work.

RMILA FOR THE CIASSICS.

There 1s a deeply hidden and difficult discipline stteched to writ-
ing that will live for posterity. (1) The cherscters mst form the plot,
(§§ The drematic speech and actions of the characters mist tend to make
them ionortal (3) Subject watter cust be universslly knowm, British, Roasn,
or bibliczl history, which is more or less the history of the worlds which
nover dies,

MR.WALIACE'S FORMUIA.

Thig, briefly was the "thriller-pursuit, sequence" type where the
plot was thought out first, written backwards, »nd characters dubbed in to
fit the plot. While Northcliffe himself, always insisted on speedy del-
ivery froo all contributors in general, snd "ultra speedy" from Mr.Wallace,
that meant "brief life, 2rd quick death" to copy written in that feshion,
Mr. Wallace perfected the style of writing crisply, superficially, for the
mrent and the "popular" press, while to suggestions that he should attempt
"clagsics! he replied: "I'm writing for to-morrow's newspapers, not
jnmortality.®

2BAL CRUE SOLUTTONS.

WYhile there ere no unsslvad crimes in detective fiction, since no
editor would publish such yerns, there is a wide difference between solving
real crine, and writing a private piece of ‘tec fiction.

With real crime, the solution, eccording to the best breins of tbe
crininel investisation departnents in all the world capitals, invariably
1ies TN THE DISPARITY BETWEE: THE PLAYNING OF THE CRTME AND THE EXSCOTION
OF IT.
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Unlike genuine, fair and above board, business, where the nervous
tension is nezligible, in crime there exists e hich stete of nervous ten-
sion, created by the speed of operation, and the illegslity of the pertic-
ular job to be done. Unknown, =nd often unheeded by criminels, a grest
variety of smell clues are left behind. Provided the fingerprint experts,
the photo and spectroscope oxperts, happened on the undisturbed scene while
the tr-il was still hot, positive results, with, or without, the aid of
bloodhounds, can often be obteined. Unfortunstely in real crime, (unlike
detective fiction} employees, cesu:1 members of the genersl public, or
flat-footed police discover the crime, end aither obliterste the clues, or
irretrievably mix them with others. 1In detective fiction, this nuisence
never occurs, to help the story becoms snother "unsolved" mystery, to be
filed away in the police archives. As a detective story is alweys
written backwnrds, with the solution and criminels known to the author
before he starts, the writere of "whodunits", =lweys heve the edge on resl
life police end "private eyes.”

MEDTEVAL CUMHING.

While it would still be possiblo to choose e writer, and meke a
nodern equivalent of Shakespeare of hiz, the method used in the Middle
Ares to achieve the result, and hended down from eerly Greek and Romen
days has largely died out. {Except at, perhaps, horticulturals.)

Nobody, not oven Shakespeare, nor Besthoven, wes born a genius.

The original divine spark was there, and luck and enviromment took them
into the fortunate circumstsnce for recognition, Many others, equally
a8 gifted st birth, never struck the circunstance to allow development.
Genius hzs been defined as 1% inspiration snd 99% perspiration, coupled
with infinite patience, persistence, end perseverance.

Apart from the fact, that there sre two different styles of writing
in Shakespezre's works, proving collaboration took place with some of them,
cedieval pablishers played a very clever part slso, ~ad that was the
precise key to imuortality, >part from the formula itself, of the plays
and poems; since no men could achieve it, uneided!

The "Treatment", as it w-s called, consisted in finding ~nd collect-
ing every item of childhood scribble, of the one to be immortnlised, end
211 his early works during developmentel -nd formative period, before per-
fection, and complete mestery wes gained over expression -nd lengusge,
AND UTTERLY DESTROYING IT.  Such sction lesves nothinrg between such fin-
ished works 2s "Merchant of Venice", or MAs You Like Tt", to show how the
standerd was reached, from childhood scribble, step by step, The "Treat-
nent" pives the resder of later yeers the impression the classics were
written by "born" genius, who hed the "msster touch® et birth. Once such
an illusion is created and the writer has become e celebrity, immortality
is almost cert~in, and he -nd his works will live on. Many of the famons
composers ~nd "old masters" were given just the seme clever "Trertment! ==
only their finished =masterpicces were left in existence for poetority.
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Uhen the hearts (and pockets) of the public can be touched generstion
after generation and century after century, genius has been "created” that
will live, After he has died, erd his works have become a "lost art", then
its value knows no limit!

WARVICE REYNOLDS,

It was a happy day for the Amalgameted Press periodicals »od mage-
zines when Mr. C.M.Down recognised the artistic ability of Mr.Reynolds, and
after the Gem illustrator became a naval officer in the first world wer,

Mr. Reynolds stepped into the breech "for the duration'. In the Fleetway
House Library are many records, often going back as far as Caxton and
Chaucer, not surprising perhaps in the cradle of jourvelism. One dey,
among my more mundane duties on the staff, I checked up on Mr.Reynolds, in
the British "Who's Who?", It said he wes a "Royal Academy artist, who
spent six years of animal and bird life study at Regent's Park Zoo." After
returning froe the wor in 1919 most of Mr.Down's staff condemned Mr.Reynolds'
work; "far too good for e periodical in the Gem class," they were unanimous,
e're glving readers a shilling magazine for a penny, hzlf-penny!" With
Hamilton's original stories, it lifted the Gem out of its previous class,
and made it something of a classic.

MOEL, COMARD.

Charles Hamilton's critics, and anslysts of his formula, included
the great and famous, as well as the very humble and unkpown,  Mr.Coward
and Geaorge Orwell both expressed valuable opinions and the reasons for
"C,H's" success, together with other salient features. Firstly Mr.Coward
pointed out that the Gem stories lacked "sex"™. There was never any doubt
about that. However, if a writer of schoolboy yarns could get 60 million
words into print without becoming & high priest of the lowest comnon denom-
inetor, that was indeed a point in his favour, espscially in a market
where there is no shortage of the subject. Personally I thought Mr.Coward
hod a poluot for consideration, and that ~ few touboys would have brightened
up some of the fem stories to a degrees Certeinly the Maguet yerns hnd
Cliff House, a girl's school, just =bout the opposite of St.Trinian's in
every respect. However the Gem ran its life span without a girl's school,
of any sort, and the lack of it is past recnll now. M=.George Orwell,
the famous writer, attributed Charles Hamilton's success to "the arrow-
straight-continuity" of the yarns, without chenglng the ages of the char-
acters, not a2llowing them to grow up, as resders did, -nd prdr off, The
series thus went from one young generation of roaders to another, without
interruption. The actual school on which Hamilton based his stories has
never been solved, and is the subject of auch conjecture.

The editorial staff, during my peried there, (1919-22) all kuew that
his good characters had little selling value, it was the "naughty boys" ~nd
their behavisur, the readers wanted to hear nbout. Different editors
expressed their opinion that:- the schools wers a "left wing" variation of
the gemine English Public School,
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Others that they were based on Arnold's "Tom Brown's Schopldays.”
Others sald, almost his entire 1ist of cheracters bad their nemes in
Debrett's Peerage, and "Landed Gentry."

Hamilton's own education is still shrouded in deep mystery, except
for the fact that he spent some of his early 1ife in Canada. His father
is said to have been a Cambridge man, ascholar and poet, Whatever the
angwer, nothing can detract from the fact that Charles Hamilton was a
great man, and a genius to achieve as much as he did. He still ranks as
Lord Northcliffe's greatest contributor,

GENTUS VRITIMG ABOUT GENIUS.

Next to Hamilton, in order of output, in first rate English, would
come George Hamilton Teed, famous es the chief author of Sexton Blake and
Nelson Lees As a writer Mr, Teed left rost other detective writers at
the post, although the hard-working editorship of Mr.Harold Twyman must
not be forgotten, It uas definately Mr. Teed's geographical knowledge,
coupled with fine command of English which sold Sexton Blake to the
detective reading public for up to half a centuwry — no mean feat for eny
writer, though one must not forget Northeliffe whose company had to print
and distribute thew, or Brunel, whose trains and ships made delivery poss-
ible to distant parts. One cah look beck through the work of Mr.Teed, in
the first hundred issues of the "Melson Lee Library," and it's very diff-
icult to find anything before or since actually its superior, 4 sample
from one of Mr.Teed's yarns can be nuoted:-

No.66 Nelson Lee Library:- "THE CROOR", (It dealt with a forged
painting) "For a good many minutes Oscar Bode gazed upon the genuine
Corot and strangely enough, with the beauty of it all flowing in upon him,
the coarseness of his features seemed for the moment to passaway, leaving
a heavy, but nevertheless distinctly dreamy, appreciation of the artist,
At last he looked up, and as though befare his face had caught something
of the gentle spirit of the picture, now the old cunning look returned."

Leaving the world famous periodicals Msgnet, Cem, Sexton Blake and
Nelson Lee, in 1922, T spent a couple of years free-lancing between some .
private study at Eton. In 192(, I ssiled the seas Australia way, vhere:
those who cross the sees often change their skies, but not thoir affections".

Sooner or later, the pericdicals ran their course and the famous
Editorial Staff with them, elso.  The Flectway House knows none of them,
anymore. 1961 sees new inventions such as television, with rugby and
Disneyland cartoons attracting the young fry as the Magnet and Gem used to
do forty years ago, While no authar or editor's work is ever fully com-
pleted, I was perhaps fortunate to get into print es much as I did, and
thank all concerned far the part they plnyec in it, In this day and age,
there are no regrets.

End,
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st SERIES PENNY POPULAR SEXTON BLAKE REPRINTS

by VICTOR COLBY

The first series Penny Popular, mumbers 1 to 221 inclusive, ran
fron 12/10/1912 to 30/12/1916, and featured a Sexton 3lske story in every
muaber.  These were all reprints of Union Jack stories, the earlisst of
these being from Halfpenny Union Jack No.2 of 189, (first Sexton Blake
story to appear in the Union Jack), the latest from penny series Union
Jack No,377 of December,1910.

The reprinting of the Union Jack~Sexton Blske stories in the Peuny
Popular was carried out in-a most erratic msnner, hopping wildly from
1908 to 169, then back to 1908 etc.

Identification wes made difficult by such prectices as dropping the
prologue and gometives the first chapters, altering the opening sentences,
coagencing in the middle of & chapter, and altering the titles.

Where only one Penny Popular was used to reprint s Union Jack-Sexton
Bleke story, the story was greatly abbreviated, various whole chepters
being dropped, others cut.

However, where two Penny Populars were used, the story wes reprod-
uced virtually in two seperate halves with little sbridgement,

It is thus possible in meny cases, to reed practicelly the whole of
an opiginel U.J. story in the two-issue version of the Penny Popuiler.,

One of the oddest things encountered was the discovery that the
Sexton Blake story in P,P, No,70, was originally a story by A.S.Hardy in
1d U.J. No.26 fexturing pot Sexton 3leke, but one Detective Herbert
Trackett!

The names of the story charsctars remsined unchanged during reprint-
ing from U.J, to P.P, with the above exception snd with the exception in
P.P. 0,48 of Inspector Widgeon replacing Inspsctor Grange of the original
U.J. stery,

All U.J. numbers snown on the following list ere of the "penny”
series (1904 and on) except where prefixed by an ssterisk (), in which
caso they ere of the "halfpenny" series (139%4-1904).

Here follows the list of first series Penny Populers Nos. 1 to 221
inclusive published 12/10/19)2 to 30/12/1916, ~nd the corresponding Union
Jack number, pablication date ~nd title, from which eech Penny Populsr
Sexton Blake reprint was obtained:-
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PEMNY POPULAR UNION JECK
HNo, TITLE No, YEAR TITLE
1 The Cese of the Treasure 100 1905 The Dog Detective (1}
Hunters
2 Sexton Plake - Fire Fighter 103 " The Fireman Detective
3 The Smuggler Detective 157 1906 Cuardian of the Light
4 The Four Thumb Prints 126 " The Thumb-Print Clue
5 The Stolen Plar 122 " Underground London
6 Sexton Blake ~ King's 128 " The Lost Seel
Megsenger
7 The Missing Heir 179 1907 The Seamy Side
8 The Lost Leird! 172 Y The leird of Durrisdeer
9 A Dash for Freedom{ 174 ' The Doctor Detective
10 The Convict Detective 123 1906 Sexton Blake'- Convict!
11 The Order of Release 11, 1905 Sexton Blaeke's Xmas
12 The House of Mystery 168 1906 & New Yesr Mystery
13 The Secret of Room No.77! 79 1905 Secrets of a freat City.
1, Sexton Plake - Man O'Warsmen | 102 #  The Navy Detective
15 The Redskin Detective 11% 1906 The Lost Chief
16 The Showman Detective 130 " The Circus Detective!
17 £500 Reward} 105 1905 Sexton Blake P.C.
18 Lord Vancourt's Luck 110 " The Jockey Detective.
19 The Newspaper Detective 117 1906 The Reporter Detective
20 The Master Hand 108 1905 Sexton Bleke's Coup!
21. The Anarchist Tracker! 129 1906 The Disguise Detective.
22 The Mystery Cab! 107 1905 The Cab-Driver Detective
23 The Stolen Bloodhound! 160 1906 Lost Pedro ’
2, Sexton Biake, Pitman! 13 " The Collier Detective
25 On the Halls! U7 " Footlight Favourites
26 Brother Detectives! 144 1906 The American Detective
27 Sexton Blake's Wager 150 " The Missing 13
28 The Rejah's Bodyguard 152 " The Steward Detective
29 Sexton Blake's Jewel Hunt! 153 " Sexton Plake Among the
Brigands
30 In the Kaiser's Service 154 " The German Detective
31 Sexton Blake's Mission 177 1907 Selvation Army Blake,
32 The Prodigal's Pride 185 " The Rezittance Men
33 The Secret of the Glacier! 167 1906 Lost on the Alps
34 The Man in Possession! 195 1907 The Broker's Man (2)
35 The Long Lane Mystery! 195 " The Broker's Man (2)
36 The Missing Treaty 187 " The Empty House
37 Sexton Elake on 'Chenge! 190 " The Stock Exchange
Detective
38 The Pictwre Stealers 191 " The Stolen Gainsbarough
39 Count Nevani's Coup! 211 " The Cattle Mystery



PENNT_POPULAR

UTON JACK

T2

No, TITIE No, YEAR
40 The President Detoctive 197 1907
L1 Counterfeit Coin! 2 "
42 Stars of the Opera 2R "
43 The Ghost of Ashleigh Dene! 205 n
44 Checkasted! 210 H
45 Sexton Blake, Lumber~Jack X7
L6 The Mester Cheat! A5 "
47 By the King's Commsnd! 218 "
48 The Wilminghan Gang! 220 n
49 At Grips with the Law! 27 .
50 Hunter, & Hunted Too! 222 1908
51 The Fighting Detective 2, "
52 The Haunted Men! L 2 1894
53 The Missing Champion! 230 1908
5, In the Czar's Domain 228 L)
55 The Frontier Smugglers! 231 "
56 Tricking the Turk 232 R
57 The Kidnapped Heir! 233 ¢
58 A Kingdom at Stake! 23, ¢
59 The Secret of the Dale! * 172 1897
60 The Prince's Ordeal) 235 1908
61 By Order of Chancery 26 v
62 His last Card) 237 "
63 Sexton Blake's Resolve 217 19¢¢
64 The Slate Club Swindler! a7
65 Gambling with Fate! a7
66 The Haunted Priory! ¥ 250 1899
67 The Clansmen's Feud 23 1903
68 The Cigarette Clue! . 2,5 1898
69 Sexton Rlake's Strange Quest!* | 220 1898
70 Proved Innocent! 26 199
71 The Fenfield Conspiracy * 22§ 1398
T2 The Mystery Man! v 238 0
73 The Fortune Stone! ¢ 375 1901
7, The Chanzed Lyes * 72 1895
75 Twice Clesred! = 395 1901
76 The Forger! ¥ 208 1898

The Cese of the Missing
President
Base Coin
Sexton Blake at the Opere
Sexton Blake in Amsterdam
The Mystery of the
Lightship
Sexton Eleke - Lumberman
The Cardsharper
By Royal Command
Sexton Blake - Chemist (3)
The Slate Club Scandals(4)
The Man from Scotlend
Yerd (5)
Sexton Blake's
Championship
Sexton Blake - Detective(6)
Sexton Blake - Wrestler
Sexton Bleke in Bak:
Pedro's Trail
Sexton Blake in Turkey
Sexton Blake in Rome
Sexton Blzke av Court
Dead Men's Hand (6)
Sexion Binke, N.S.P.C.C.
A WarC in Chancery
Sexton Blake at Monte
Carlo
The Slate Club Scendals (4)
The Siate Clib Scandals (4)
Thy Slete Club Scandals (4)
The Chost of Strendgap
Priory (6)
Drink!
Tke Cigarette Clue ()
The Dagzer of Dunloe (6)
A Yarked ¥an (7)
The Third iln (6)
The Mystery Men 86)
Forsure Stone {6
The Clue of the Dead Zyes{6)
Sexton Blake's Lost Clue(6)
The Phantom Photographer(6)



PENNY_POPULAR UNLOX JACK

Yo, IITLE Mo, ¥EAR TITLE

77 Tracked Across the World! * 43 1895 Tracked Round the "orld (6)
78 Sexton Blake's Ruse! * 65 " Sexton Blake's Stratagen{6)
79 Squire Tredgar's Secret * 75 " Tracked to the Death

Valley(6)

80 The Doctor's Dupe! * 32 " Dr. Zetra's Doom (6)

8l The Living Picture! i 88 " The Living Picture (6)
& In Deep Vaters )

83 An International Affair) 25 Lt the,lpp O the Co;g?;l;'s
8, A Diplomatic Tangle.'g 208 " Sexton Blake Private

85 High Treason) Secretary
8 Transported for Life! ) 21, " Sexton Blake on Devil's
87 A Struggle far Liberty!) Islend
83 Tinker's Peril! 3 226 1908 The Mystery of the Mint
8 The Plot that Failed!)

90 A Perilous fuost! ) 240 " The Secret Societ

91 Against Heavy Odds) 4 JEE A

92 A Forlorn Hope! )

93 The Horror of Hayti!} 241 " The Black Tyrant

9% Lucky Loring's Loss ) " Bankrupt!

95 The Scrpent Worshippers) e B

9% Sexton Blake's Holiday tase)

97 The Circus Mystery! ) 2,9 " Caravan and Canvas

98 At Grips with the Apaches.') 250 " The Apaches of Paris

99 The Hostago! )

100 The Message from the Sea! # 62 1895 A Clue from the Deep (6)
101 The Imperial Spy! ) 253 1903 The Case of the Naval
102 The Kaiser's Ransom)) Menoeuvres

103 A Friend's Disrrace! 252 " Spearing's Diser

10, 4 Fight Zor Honour! ) PR el chac®

105 The Valking Cracksman!) 259 " The Tramp Detective
106 Sexton Riake on Tremp!)
107 The Black Country M}'stox)'y 25, "™ The Mystery of Moorside
108 Sexton Blake's Blunder! "

109 Turning the Tables! ) = hecHpomA B

110 No Proof! ) 262 " The Mount Street Mystery
111 Caught Red-Handed!)

112 The Confession!) 23 " The Villow Court Myst
113 A False Friond!) 2 s




PENNY_POPULAR

TXION JACK

Yo, TITIE No, YRAR TITLE

114 The Gipsy Detective ) "

115 Sexton Blake's Mascuerade! ) 20 LNE-Seston KIRka Cigdy

116 The Three Avengers!)

117 Rough Justice! ) 266 " The Stolen Bloodhound

118 Thwarting the Hypnotist!) 268 " The Hypnotist

119 The Lust Stand! )

120 A Netion's Fate! ) 27 I The Kaiser's Mistake

121 An Tmperial Blunder!)

122 The Gambler's Ruse!) |

123 Foul Play! 274 1909 The Adventuress!

124 Restaring a Kingdom! 276 " Sexton B3lake in Borneo

125 The Man fror 'Winnipeg! 275 v Mg s, 4.

16 Foiled at the Finish! 278 " The Manhunt

127 Clearing His Name} 281 " £20,000 Bail!

128 A Fresh Start! 280 " The Three Brothers

129 The Sigml of Distress! 285 " C.Q.D.

130 Run to Earth! 28, *° East and West

131 The Wrong Man! 289 " ' The Five Towns

132 Colonel Tanford's Valour! 291 " The Case of the Public
Trustee

133 The Wonder Guni 292 " The Noiseless Gun

134 The Isle of Mystery! 293 " Gregory Sanderson's Will

135 Rivals for Fortune! 294 " The Great Peerage Romance

136 Simon Leach - Swindler! 295 " The Euigrants

137 The Eidden Heiress! ) 297 " Sexton Blake, Publican

138 An Errand of Justice! d

139 His Ovn Betrayer! ) 208 " Sexton Blake; - Showman

140 Reaping the hirlwind! 299 " The Blue Room Mystery

141 Unveiling the Past! ) 303 " The Stepney Mystery

142 The Fatal Verdict 00 " Unfrocked

143 Restored to His Own!) it mirocE

14, The Penniless Plagwright!) " i

145 The Uninished Drem! ) E)VA Sexton Blake, Playwright

146 The River-House fystery!) 0 nog g

U7 Police-Consteble Tinker!) 305 exton Blake, Lock-Keeper

148 Through Prison Bars! ) 302 " In Deadly Grip

149 A Fugitive from Justice!) '

150 The Missing Scoutraster!) .

151 The Mystery of Righdown ) 319 " Sexton Blake,Scout-Master

Heath! )
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EENNY POPULAR UNION JACK
Yo, TITIE No, YEAR TITLE
152 Partners in Peril! )
153 The Doors of Dartmoor! ) 213 2909 Meen St Wl
15, At Crossed Swords!) a
155 The Night Riders) ) ¢ Brigte
156 The Secretary's Ruse}) oo M
157 Tinker's Daring! ) 3 The Mystery of Dusky Hollow
158 The Rescuer‘s Rewerd!) "
159 Exiled fron England! ) 322 Sexton Bleke,Sandwich-}Man
160 Fooling with Fate!) o W B
161 The Rosd o Ruin! ) 303 Sexton Bleke,Bookmeker
162 Rivals for the Right! { i
163 An Amazing Masquerade! 323 FESHEd e
16, Birds of e Feather!)
301 " The Great Motor Cer
:265 :‘: C(?:\;icts (;\ixisi!‘; Mystery
e Chinese Rivels! "
167 The Sacred Pardon! ) L The Tellow Cord
168 The Fate of the "Mermeid'!) 325 1910 Sexton Blake in
169 The House of Intrigue! ¥ewfoundland
170 Rogues of the Turfl) "
171 Called to Account! ) 0e Hornel (i
172 A Fight for Justice! ) i
173 The Tyrant of the Poor}) 328 The Slum Landlord
17, The Man of the 4-15!) 329 " Found Drowned
175 The Squire's Secret)
176 The Cards of Fate! ) 0 1910 The Analyst Myst
177 Hunted end Harried!) 6 Sl
178 A Web of Intrigue! ) i
179 The Coils of Evidence!) 332 " Sexton Bleke, Juryman
180 The Missing Menager) ) "
181 Thvarting the Taskmester!) | 220 A Vanchester Mystery
18 The Dancer's Secret!) 335 " Sexton Blake in "Vanity
183 A Vow Fulfilled! ) Fair®
18, A Desperate Resalve!) i
185 The River Mystery! ) 336 The Enbenkment Mystery
186 After 3 Years! ) 7 " The Seilor's Return
187 The Seilor‘s Ordeal) = o
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PElit;, POPULAR

UNION JACK

No, TITLE No, YEAR TITIE
188 The Village Tyrant! ) 338 1910 The Case of the "Small
189 Foiled at the Finish!) . Holding"
190 The Silent Avengersg 41 " Sexton Blake in Hatton
191 The Wrath of ¥ema! Garden
192 Birds of Prey! ) &
193 The City Conspiracy) 342 The Mystery of Room 11
19, To Redeenm the Past! ) 349 " The Great Rubber
195 The Swindler's Downfall!) ; Syndicate
196 The Great Society Scendal! " Sexton Rlake's Count:
197 Ao Affeir of Court! &P il 5
198 For His Ded's Sake}) 354 " The Rivel Mills
199 The Traitor's Fate! )
200 The Seaside Mystery!) 35% " Sexton Blake, Bath-Chair
201 The Silent Accuser! ) Man
202 A Fortune et Stake! ) 362 " The Gold Mountain
203 The Redskin's loyalty!)
204 The Duped Detective!) 67 " The Millionaire Beb:
205 The OUnuritten law! ) 3 o T onete T
206 The Mystery of the

E-hsterpicce:; 368 " Sexton Blake, Author
207 The Scheming Secretary!
208 Wanted for Wealth! 39 " Sextoen Bleke, Taxi-Ceb
209 The Avericious Aristocratl Driver
210 The Poacher's Plight!) 366 " Sexton Blake's Shooting
211 His Cousin's Crime! ) Ferty
212 Traced by Treachery! ; v 1
313 Flooced of & Fortune! n The Great Stores Mystery
214 Shielded irem Sheme} ) "
215 Tho Detective's Decel t!) o1 dhccazoy ey e By
216 The Financier's Failure!) 7 " The Great Bank S
217 Rescued fron Ruia! ) B e e gfimch
218 Sexton Blake, Editor: ) "
219 Convicted for Conspiracy!) i Gaiengt Afylaut
220 The Partner's Plot! ) 3% " Sexton Blake - Sante Claus

221 Soxton Blake-Cashier!)

NOTES,
* Helfpenny Union Jack Series,

1. First appearance ever of Pedro the Bloodhound.
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KOTES. (Cont.)

2, Penny Popular No.34 wes teken {rom chapters 1, 2, 9, 10 & 11 of 1d
Union Jeck Ne.195, whilst Penny Popular No.35 was taken from chapters
3, 4 5, & 7 & 8 of the skméUnion Jack,

3, Inspectar *lidgeon in Penny Populsr 4¢ was originally Inspector Grange
in 1ds W.J.220,

4. Scattered chapters of 1d U.J. 217 were used in the Penny Popular as
followsi-

Penny Popular 16.91- chapters 9 to 13 of 1d U.J. 217
" " 3

- il 192,14415,14,23 * O
n L} 641_ " 17 to 22 " n
n " 652_ " 3 to 8 n n

5. First appearance ever of George lsrsden Plumner.
6. Halfpenny Union Jack Series.

7. This story in 1d U.,J. 26 was by 4.5, Hardy, and feetured Detective
Herbert Trackett, not Sexton Flake, Sexton Blake was substituted
for Herbert Trackett in the Penny Popular 70 version,

V.E, COLBY.

COMMENTS FROY READERS ON PREVIOUS ISSUES.

A.J.SOUTHMAYS, MNany thanks for ¥o,2 of SOLDEN HOURS received yesterday.
T simply hed to read it from cover to cover in bed last evening, and all
I can say is 'more power to your elbow'. I think G.R.Samways' article
ig one of the most interesting I've ever read. T do hope he can enlarge
on it in the future and tell us what stories he DID write of Greyfriers,
St.Jim's ete.

ERIC FAYNE. I very ruch enjoyed your latest Golden Hours Magazine.,  Some
of the items provided great food for thought and certsinly gave me a happy
golden hour,

ARTHUR HOLLAND. T was agreesbly surprised at sich a splendid production
considering the troubles you heve hed.  Subscribers would be disappointed
at the deletion of two articles and a thinner volume, but anticipating the
joys of a Christmas No. will twrighten them up, Most 0.H.E.Collectors are

partial to Christmas Nos, 18 {cont. on Page 29)



In "Inside Information and facts and Figures" in the first issue of
the "Golden Hours Magazine" T made the statement “"thet I have often wondered
whether there wes & regl live person with the name of "Sexton Blake'.

The reproduction of the actusl birth certificate above proves beyoad
all doubt that there is! Though "Sexion" is only the second Christien name.
Sexton Bleke, most unfortunezely, only geined nrominence in the

. Netional Press in England - because he hed beon arrested end charged with
stealing or receiving some electric weld'.ng ceble in his van, He was found
not guilty, though fined £10 witr ten shilling costs for minor offences.

Sexton Blake was intervicwed by Jack Cock of Hewcestle (where bott
live) rnd & report was published in tie }.Y *Collectors Digest'. Person-
ally I found the report most diseppoinvir.g, vhough Jack tells me he fourd
Mr. Blake very cagey - and clusive in his tiatemants,

and I'm sure that their intimate knowledge of ther irould cven astonish the
great "Frank Richards". But I have as yct to meet one, who could equal
the feat of George Rees - Sexton Bleke authar; who could elmost recite the
first chapter of the "Magnet" by hesrt! Especially more so, when I tell
the reader that he had not seen a copy for over 40 years!
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But starting f'rom the beginning; the actual circumstances of how I
met George Rees were & little unusual, end to elucidate they were briefly
as follows. In December 1953 whilst reading the cwrrent issue of the
"Sexton Blake Library" No,302 entitled "The Secret of the Jungle" I was
struck by the strong resemblance by the style of writing to that of the
late Gwyn Evans - to many one of the most popular of all pre-var Blake
authors, Myself apart, many other readers hed noticed this also, by
their comments in letters to me.

The story wes very good, and the neme of "George Rees" on the cover,
vas & new one to the ever growing list of writers who had penned stories
featuring Sexton Blake, The big query then, was not only to myself but
many others - "Was, this the authors real name, or was it perhaps an old
Gwyn Bvens tale reprinted? Maybe the euthor in question had besed his
style on the popular author", but the outcome was thet once egain I wrote
to the editor of the $,B,L. and within a few deys I not only had an answer,
but the reply was from Mr. George Rees himself!

essing gratification at the interest shown in his story, Gearge
Rees {that wmg his real name) was greatly astonished at my mention to him
of Gwyn Evans - as he hed boen a personal friend of his for over 20 years,
until his {Gwyn's) most sudden death in 1939, when still a youngish men,
Explaining further, df, Rees was not really surprised to learn that readers
hed compsred his style to thet of his late friend - as he hed in his time,
helped Gwyn a great deal in writing several of his stories - one especially
which stood out in his mind "The Mistletoe Milk Mystery" published in the
old "Union Jack. I expect that this will come as a great surprise to oy
old friend Mr, H,4, Twyman editar of the paper to learn of this,

As George Rees lived in London, end only & shert distance from my
home, a meeting wms soon arranged, and one evening I was seated in & large
arnchair in his basement flat, talking about the early life of Guwyn Evans,
and 01d Boys Books in general, Strangely enough, although I have a very
good memory for faces, I can remember very 1ittle about his features. He
was a very stoutish men - and faintly I have the impression that maybe he
was somehow similar in featuzes to Sir Winsten Churchill. Conversing in
a very clear and musical voice he was a most excellent speaker, a typical
trait of the Welsh race to which he belonged.

I don't think much of George Recs' work ih other fields would inter-
est the rajority of "Golden Hours" readers, He first met Gwyn Evans
whilst they were both serving in the Royal Navy out in Egypt just after the
first world war. According to Mr. Rees - it was he who actually created
the character of Splash Page, so populer & character in many of the Guwyn
Evans' stories, and, as already related earlier, he helped Gwyn a great
deal with his yerns. Mr. Rees' revelations to me about much of Gwyn
Evens' 1ife enabled me to make & greet scoop in the English "Collectors
Digest" shortly efterwards,

As & boy, Gearge Rees was a very avid reader of the "Megnet", and
kept for many years the first 50 issues, which he read amd re-read over
and over again, until the yarns became almost imprinted into his mind!
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Personally, I doubt very much if the name of "George Rees" will go down to
posterity as a successful Sexton Blake writer, as after 'The Secret of the
Jungle" he succeeded in only having one story published. But, at leest
to myself, I shall probably always remember him reciting those famous
first words of Colonel James Wharton -

"Send Master Harry to me”,

FORTY YEARS OM!

I should think that every old Harrovien will be after our editor's
blood - in suggesting that the above song belongs to Eton! But in a
serious vein; I have to thank my friend the editor of the "Sexton Blake
Litrary", Mr.W.Howard Baker, for confirming that "Forty Yesrs On* is the
Nationel song of Harrow,

This song was composed in 1872 by Ernest Edvard Bowen, and is easily
the most famous of all the Harrow school songs, and is in fact the Natiobal
Anthem of Harrow, wherefore all are roquested to stand and sing it. There
are two stories of interest about its composition. The words, or one
verse of them, were given to John Farmer by the author as he emerged from
Chapel after the early service of Saints day as it then existed. Mr.
Farmer who was music master at Harrow - enquired if anyone hed a piano in
his waistcoat pocket! However, failing such a convenient article the
nearest instrument available was found in the rooms of Mr. F.E., Marshall
in Ivy House, which stood then, on the site of the old War Memoriel, The
futhor gave his idea in the chorus "Follow Up" and in less than ten minutes
the tune was envolved and fitted to the wards,

The second stary relates to a line of daring boldness in the last
Stanza "God give us bases to cuard and beleaguer”.  Some doubt wes ex-
pressed about the inwroduction of a religlous sentiment into a football
song;  The whole question was referred to Metthew Arnold the poet, then
residing at Byron House, ile unhesitatingly decided for the line as it
stands, and his decision has been justified by tho devout acceptance of the
spirit of the line.

One of the most famous scholars ever to attend Harrow - was Sir
Winston Churchill, and in ¥ovember 1954 an extra verse was added in his
honour when he attended an 913 Boys Day, Harrow along with Eton is one
of the most famous of all the public schools, and one usually has to put
one's name down at birth to be able to gain admittance.

Whether Charles Hamilton based any of his schools on any of the two
above-ientioned schools is debetable, thouzh I must confess that as a boy
T used to aasociate Eton with St. Jim's, meybe because of Tom Merry and
especially "Gussy", wearing Toppers more so than the boys of Greyfriars,
The nationel heedwear of Zton is Toppers. Harrow on the other hend, has
always been associated with the straw hat as its universal heedgear.
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The blg gquestion my arise by some readers whether Charles Hamilton
hinself is an old Harrovian - besing an assumption that if he was fond of
introducing this song, he may have had connections there, But personally
I very much doubt it. A perusel of the School Registers at the time he
could have attended there trings to light no scholer that could be the one
we know so well., Though, there is no doutt that Charles Hamilton was a
vary clever scholar, and undoubtedly had the intelligence znd ebility to
attend such a famous public school,

As related in an article in the "Collectors Digest" two years ago,
Charles Ham{lton 'ses a composer and writer of verse himself, before he
even started to write his stories of St. Jim's end Greyfriars. His "On
the Ball" footbell song was very, very popular and was still sung in New
Zealand with much gusto even a few years ago,

The first line of the verse added to the Harrow Song in tribute to
Sir Winston Churchill is;

USixty years on - though in time growing older®.

Someone perhaps more capable than me could say with all sincerety
that & verse could be written some day in tribute to probably the greatest
of all school story writers - Charles Hamilton, and no-one, in the realn
of Boys juvenile fiction, would deserve it mare,

EDITRS-AUTHORS-AND ARTISTS I HAVE MET.

The pictwre of the famous "Frank Richards" is known to most of us.
Not only has it appeared in his Autobiography, but his photograph has
appesred from time to time in many newspapers and periodicals throughout
the world,

This shows a frail, wizened, smallish-looking, elderly type of men;
sometimes in the process of 1ighting his pipe, and norsally weering e black
skall cap.  Highly intellectual, and a classical scholar, Mr. Charles
Hemilton, to give him his resl name, is probebly a very familier figure
vith many,

It has never been my pleasure as yet to meet "Frank Richards” as he
likes to be called, though I have hed quite e lot of correspondence with
him through the last few yesrs, It hes always been s source of wonder to
ne,hovever, at the way he most conscientiously always enswers correspond-
ents, nearly all readers of his delightful stories going back over 50 yeers
in some casesi  Apert from still actively writing Bunter Books end T.V.
scripts in his %th year, "Frank Richards” probably receives mare fan nail
than all other boys fiction authors put together,

But what of meny of the other authors we mew so well by name only
in the days of owr youth? What were they 1ike? What sort of men were
they? Who were the actual cditors of owr favourite pepers?  Probably
vith due modesty, I could clela to have met personally more authors, edit-
ors and artists, than any other collectar, in my quest for euthentic infor-
metion connected with oy articles. Indeed, quite a number today, I could
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count as personal friends, In the following series of articles to appear
in the MGolden Hours Magazine", I do hope to bring to you an intimate
glinpse of many of them, and I hope it will be to your enjoyment.

Mr. Leonerd Prett, editor of the "Sexton Blake Library" almost from
its commencement in 1915, until he retired in 1955, caze in for e lot of
criticlsa by Bleke followers connected with the "Collectars Digest", ead
especielly so by Msurice Bond the joint-editar. Mr, Pratt's main feult
to them, was that he elther failed to enswer letters, or was most uncooper-
ative to them in giving inside informmtion, Vhether their complaints were
Justified or not is immeterial to this article, but at least Mr. Pratt did
me an extrene favour by farwarding on e letter I wrote to John Hunter. I
was an avid reader of the "Sexton Bleke Librery" in 1953, My favourite
author et thet time was "John Hunter", end I just failed to agree with the
reviews of his stories reported in the "Collectors Digest" et that period.
In writing to Mr. ‘unter, I mentioned the reviews and old boys books in
general, and he showed greet interest. We corresponded a great deal, and
shortly afterwards, whilst staying for a short holiday on the South Coast,
I was able to meet him in person. Sitting in the lounge of my hotel, my
first impression of John Hunter was thet he had modelled his favourite
character in Blake stories, Captain Dack, on himgelf!

A very large man with twinkling eyes, end & good sense of humowr, I
found Mr. Hunter & very easy man to converse with, Readers who visit the
Cinema may remember that hero of many adventures, the late Richerd Dix,
Think of his featutes end you will heve & remarkable likeness, Sterting
to write in his teens, he first used his full resl neme A.J. Hunter, tut
after e short while, he dropped the "Alfred" as "John" sounded better,

"Chuas"* - "Scout" -~ "British Boys Paper" - "Boys Reelm" ~ "Boys

Hagazine" - "Sexton Blake Litrary" - "Psls" - "Boys Friend Litwary"

"Thriller" - "Detective Weekly" - "Modern Boy" - "Beys Wonder

Library" - "Thriller Library" - "Football end Sports Litrary" -

"Western Libtrary" - are just a few of the boys publicaticns for
vhich he hes written thet I can tring to mind.

As already mentioned John Hunter has e grest sense of humour, and I
racall with great emusement the stories he told me about - Ledtroke Black
(e personel friend of his), Coutts Brisbene (en Austrelian) and Anthony
(Tony) Parsons - all of whom wrote for the "Sexton Blake Litrary" prior to
the 1940 war,

Nowadays in senmi-retirement, end doing,at times, Newspaper work, I
shall elways remember John Hunter as the most friendliest of authors,

End

ENCLISH FRIENDS PLEASE NOTE. When peying for Golden Howrs Magasine, please
send & MONEY ORDER and NOT a POSTAL NOTE, It makes it much eesier to cash
in Australia.  THANKS -- ED,

23



SPOTLIGHT ON W.0.G. LOFTS.

by Derek Adle

Meny readers of Bill Lofts articles have from time to time expressed
the desire to know & little more about him, and, as I probably know him
better than most other collectors, Syd Smyth has called upon me to give &
little information about him. I will therefore do »y best to do him just-
ice.

Bill was born on the 2nd September 1923 at St. Pancras, London and
was one of four children, there being two younger hrothers and an elder
sisters His schooldays were spent at St,John's Wood L.C.C. School, where
he had quite a good record at football and other games &nd sparts; in fact
he was successful In winning several prizes for running, Fe also had quite
& good singing voice at that time for on occesions he was selected for the
choir at St. Paul's Cathadral. Prior to leaving school he wes for & time
chosen as & prefect, (a Wingate or a Loder I wonder - sorry, Bill)

On leaving school he had seversl jobs of a very varied nature - from
cooking to messenger work - but eventually he settled down in the engineer-
ing trade and has just recently completed 20 years service for the same
firm,

In 1942 he hed reached military age and was celled up for the Royal
Artillery, He served in the far cast in Burma, in the war against the
Japanese, and it was here, it is interesting to note, that his first reel
encounter with Sexton Blake tegen for this was his reading materiel during
whet leisure moments he had in the Burmese Jungle,

Eventually Bill was invalided home in very poor heslth and was
strongly advised by the army doctors to take up some hobby to teke his mind
off things, He began to devote a great deal of his time in trying to
collect all the Weck issues of the Sexton Blake Litrary, and he did this
by looking round the old market places and second hand shops. In due
course this led to him contacting Herbert Leckenby and quite nsturelly his
introduction to the world of the 0ld Boy's Book Collectors and a hobby that
was to keep him busy for meny an hour in the days to come.

Bill becate intrigued by the knowledge of the old papers that, other
collectors hed and began to want to find out more inside informetion him=-
self. One of his favourite Blake authors was John Hunter and Bill decided
to write to him, and from then on received meny interesting letters in re-
turn and eventually met John Hunter at his home,

Since that date he has met and interviewed many authors, editars,
and artists, some of whom are nou personal friends of his, To give a full
list of those he has met would take a great desl of research in itself, but
here at least is a selection of those I can think of:~

John Hunter; Gearge.S.Rochester; George Rees; ', Howard Baker;

Arthur Maclean; Jack Trevor Story; H.W.Twymen; Percy Clarke;

Basil Reynolds; Eric Parker; Jackie Hunt; E.L.Mackeag;

G,R. Samways; Maurice Down; C.H.Chapman; Captain Aitken;

Fred Gordon Cook; Rossiter Shepherd; and John V,Wheway.
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I personally met Bill Lofts about four years ago end since that
date we have met at least one evening e week, I think I cen sefely say
thet the topic of interest we both shere is not the devotion to one sec-
tion alone, but every aspect of the hobby - that is to say all old boy's
books with the accent on statistics and the love of solving the long stend-
ing mysteries, and it is that which has given Bill his greatest interest,

Many collectars have reesons to be theniful to Bill far the help and
information he bas given them, apart from his articles through the usual
cbannels of tho C.D. and S,2.C. etc. Perbaps they do not quite realise
however the tremendous amount of his spare time that he actually gives up
on their behelf, such as checking informetion in the "time wasting" British
Museum ~ sometimes to his own personel cost.

Perhaps the higgest disappointment Bill has hed, is, after sending
information to another collector that has cost him time end money to obtein,
1s to receive no reply or acknowledzement for many weeks, months, and in
some cases never.

Several collectors too, including myself, have been helped by Bill
in personel eifeirs end while we cannot all elways egree on everything,I
think it must be generally agreed that Bill Lofts deserves a place on the
list of those who have done core than their best in the interest of the
hobby, end when we read his articles in future let's pause for & moment
and try end imegine the lengths tbat he has gone to,to produce something
for us as suthentic end accurate as is humanly possible.

End

SHARP-EYED STAN NICHOLS.

As far as we here in Austrelie ever knew 1t was only officlelly revesled
atout 1945 that Charles Hamilton and Martin Clifford were only ope person,
Yet this duel personelity was esuthenticelly revesled by en editor of en
AP, peper as far back as 1907,

Recently I acquired in Stan Nichols bookshop, No.17G New Series of the
"MARVEL" dated 27/4/07. On Page.387 is an illustration from the current
Gem story "Our Captein" and, believe it or not, its Author's name is given
as Charles Hemilton. On his Gem was Martin Clifford and so & keen-eyed
youngster would be faced with two conclusions, A misprint or another
neme for his favourite author Charles Hamilton, Anyway, its e wonder the
aystery was kept so complete after such a give-eway, Has this been not-
iced befare by English collectars? Perhaps my pleasant thrill bas been
experienced by others and perhaps meny years ago?

2



ERIIE CARTER'S COLIM,
From Here, There end Lverywhere.

THE CASE OF THE GAKNMN ARTIST.

Far many yeers it has been & puzzle to collectars es to the ident-
$ty of the artist who took over from Arthur Jones in the Nelson Lee Lid-~
rary in 1927; and now by chence this ar’ist has been found. In the
Collectors Digest annual for 1959 I gave the following nemes - Arthur
Jones, Vel Reading, E.E. Bascoe, R.C. McDoneld, Xenneth Brookes, Saville
Lumley and Fred Bennett, I knew at the time {here was one missing but
did not have the slightest ides &s to who he was, Reeders of the Nelson
Lee on October 15th 1927 picked up tacir copy and knew at once there was
something strange. Arthur Jones aftc» 12 years of illustrating the St,
Franks stories had gone. It may heve been a coincidence but a new editor
too, had just taken over,

The neme of the new artist has remained e mystery since then and
meny a discussion I've had with collectors here in Australia.  However,
whilst looking through Volume 4 of the "C:iampion" nunber 83, dated August
25th 1923, I ceme across a story entitled "Harvester Hal" by Howerd Grant.
The illustrator was e C. Ambler. At once the drewings seemed familiar.
I didn't have to compere them with the ¥.L., {lluctrations but I 2id. I
found the figures almost identical and I knew the nare of the unknown
artist had been solved after 32 years!

Without doubt I can sey his name is £, Ambler. His full Christian
name I do not know.

TiF_RITWRY 07 WATIICK_J3A30 T,

It was most interesting to see the returi: of Uatwick Jardine to the
Sexton Bleke Liwrary.

Once again I turn to the early issues of the "Charpion". In those
early days he wrote under his reel name, I .l Usiiilek, and worked with
his father, Sydney, in nearly all of his s*cries, T Xo.30 of the
"Champion” on page 118, a photo appoevs ¢ om2 of them, but I preawme this
to be the father, Sydney. Apper v *uey were liviig on the Isle of
Wight in 1922 as they were intervie:-1 “.r=2 by & mezder of the A.P, Staff,
This is what he seid -

™ell, I found Messrs. Sydney &:} ra~cis Verwick confortably seated
in deck chairs on the Sendown beacl:, -5 iV happens, they were engrossed
in the latest issue of the “Champicu*. Mo §/dney Merwick told me he had
written many novels which have been . ‘ed by Cessells, Stanley Paul,
etc. and he also had done serials fer tie “.slly Mail", "Evening News",
and "Daily Mirror".
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"His most successful, in the way of boys' stories, have been "Secrets
of a Great City" end "Behind the Barred Door" both published in the "Jester'.
But his grestest enjoyment was writing in conjunction with his son (Werwick
Jardine) "The Secret of the Lost River" end "Sinister Island" both of which
appeared in the early issues of the "Chempion", "

Sydney passed avey in 1954, This is wvhat Addincton Symonds seid
of him at the time -

"In 1922 the first year of the “Champions" flambuoyant career, Mr.
Willle Back, one of the Directars of the Amalgameted Press, introduced me
to an elderly gentleran of grave Victerian courtesy, with a quiet cultured
voice and charming smile, His name was Sydney Werwick and he inguired
diffidently if I would be interested in an adventure serial which he, in
collaboration with his son, Francis, proposed to write, That serial ap-
peared in the "Champion" under the title of "The Secret of the Lost River®
It was a great success, Others followed,such es "Sinister Island" and
'The Phantom Isle",

YT sew a lot of Sydney ‘“larwick, met his femily, his wife and two
sons,Francis and William, I lost touch with him when I went to South
Africa in 1930 and now news of his deeth comes,a greet end grievous shock."

Now Francis hes returned to the fold with his story entitled "Deeth
Her Destination" in No.4383 of the current Sexton Blake Litrary.

It has been a long road since he penned those fine adventure stories
in the "Champion" in 1922 and 1923 with bis father, and I am sure Collect-
ors all over the world will be gled to see there are some of the old auth-~
ors still going strong, although their ranks are now zetting very thin,

So, Velcome back Warvick Jardine!

Eng

THE EDITOR

apologises for the very long delay between numbers 3 and 4 of the Golden
Howrs Magazine., 1I'm afraid it will still be very irregular in appeerance
but now that I am doing the duplicating myself, with help from club members,
things will be much better and No.5 should eppeer within 3 months.  So keep
yowr subs, up and if you feel like doing an article for Golden Hours please
get in touch with me. Also, original suggestions weuld be welcomed far our
covers, Any original sketches or photographs of well-known personalities
of the pepers can usually be reproduced, in some cases in better state than
the originel, And please show your C.3. to your interested friends, and
it may grow a little stronger, .



A _TRIBUTE TQ THE CHATTERBOX.
By Arthur V. Holland.

The other day I was glancing through my treasured stack of Collect-
ors Digest Monthlies, when in the yearly issue for 1953 T came across
Gerry Allison's excellent article on the Chatterbox Annual. He considered
that the Chatterbox fully deserved to We remembered with affection end
respect. I agree with him wholeheartedly.

I will not go into the history of this Annual, which has been so
admirably dealt with Wy Gerry, but will tell of the pleasure and help I
have derived from this Annual of 416 pages, way back in the years of 1912
to 1916,

Charles Dickens declared that his love for good books was one of his
best defences against temptation. Cicero was willing to give up all that
he owned, in order that he might lie and die amongst his books. After
returning to Abbotsford to die, Sir Walter Scott had his servent wheel him
into his library, There he burst into tears as he bede his lifelong
friends on the bookshelves a sorrowful farewell.

Charles Trevelyan said, "If anybody made me the greatest king that
ever lived, with pelaces, and gardens, fine dinners and wine, end coaches;
if T could not read books, I would not be king., I would rather be a poor
man in a garret with plenty of books than a king who did not like reading.”

I believe that true wealth is largely a matter of personality, and
of the inner attitude towerds the world in which we live, There ere those
who hava money, but no true wealth, Others have true wealth, but no money.
T have known rich folk with beautiful homes and gardens, but with no appreo-
iation of flowers, and I have seen poor people who did not own a foot of
ground, who could walk down the street end feel such a keen enjoyment of
every flower, such a thrill over the beauty of a gresceful tree, or a song
of a bird, that they proved themselves wealthy indeed., For the real weslth
is not simply what exists, but how much of it we can appreciate and use,and
draw upon for inspiration.

Reading will educate us, entertain us, broaden cur minds, and save
us from boredom, An appreciation of what is true, and beautiful in liter-
ature is e passport to one of the purest plessures known to mankind.

The Chatterdox Annuals in my boyhood, instilled within me a love and
hunger for good litcrature, Eech volute contained one or two serials of
outstanding merit. A large mumber of complete stories of all kinds for
boys and girls of all ages. FExcellently illustrated, articles covered a
wide field such as adventure, travel, discovery, art, science, history,
architecture, bioraphy, literature, nature and so on. There were articles
on how to make things and a generous selection of poems and tit-bits from
the world's best books,

The Chetterbox was a very well-produced volume, profusely illustrated
and each issue contained twelve brightly coloured plates. The moral tone
was bigh without being too goody-goody.
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Yes, I greetly cherish these Chetterboxes of mine, they developed
oy teste for the very best that is in the wide field of literatwre.

I feel sarry for the youth of to-day, They have no Chums Annuael,
Boys Own Annual, Greyfriar's Holiday Annual, the Captain and such-~like.

I recently resd in a Sydney newspaper where someone stated thet
sixty per cent of periodicals on sale at the average newsagent are morally
unfit for young minds,

Oh! for the clean wholesome reading of the young people's Classics
of yesterday,

End

COMMENTS FROM READERS ON PROVIOUS ISSUES. (Cont.)

GANDER,  Yesterday I received my copy of Number 2 GOLDEN HOURS MAGA-
ZINE ——- to be correct, it came thia morning, Thanks a lot, I think
it's e very fine effort,

In particular I liked MEMORIES OF THE MAGNET OFFICE and
AFTER THE LORD MAYCR'S SHOW,

C.F,F RICKARD, Copies of No,1 and 2 arrived today. A feast of excellent
reading! Congratulations on your fine issues. I'm not much of a Sexton
Bleke resder, but "Sexton Blake in Australia" was a delightful piece of
writing,

RON HODGSON.  The C,#,M. arrived and, as usual, was chock full of good
things. Cover of No.3 is alone worth the money. Although the origimal
was published befare my time, what happy memories a Gem Christmes No,
wrings back. Hope you haven't offended any Holmes and Blake fans with

the leading article which wag wonderful, Bette's article on Christmass at
Baker Street was jolly good and caught the real Xmas etmosphere. The only
trouble was that it was too short. Vic Colby's review of S,B,L.465 prompted
me to search round for a copy, but St, Gerlicks is a btit too improbaeble.
One can hardly inagine the Greyfriars juniors acting that way and I much
prefer Marie Rivers to M'lle Colette, By the way, Harold Griffiths art-
icle in No,2 tempted me to get hold of some CHUMS conteining S.Welkeys
garns and also to re-read Geoff, Hockleys article in one of the previous
C.D. Annuals.

That, I think, is the prime purpose of owr magazine articles ~ to send
people back to old friends or to help them find new ones - ED.

Well, T wst say, aefter compiling these, that if I'd ever thought of
glving up the Mag, twhtch I haven't% these comments on only 3 {ssues would
spur me on, Lveryone has been very kind, with a bed comment hard to find.
T wish there had been one, I'd heve loved to heve printed it, - ED,
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VIC. COLBY'S COMMENTS

S.B,L, 467 “The Devil to Pay" by Rex Dolohin.

Reminiscent of some of the fine John Drummond (John Newton Chance)
descriptive passages of the S.B.L. in the 1940's are the three following
exemples of Rex Dolphin's "theme on leeves":-

"Outeide & sudden wind brushed the tops of the trees and
dying leaves scudded dancing dowmvard",

"The trees dripped the remnants of the evening's rain on to
him; dying leaves whispered past, his shoes slipped on the
rein-matted dead leaves lying on the helf-seen track,"

"The tree-tops moved reluctantly under the November gusts,

and the drifting leaves denced brightly in the Bentley's
headlights, ending their short spell of freedom on the wet
road, to be pulped by the weather end the infrequent traffic."

No serious novel contains finer descriptive passages than this one.
Examples of picturescue phrasing abound:-

"dark, tree-tunnelled, winding roads", “"curving, oak-f{lenked
treck", "stained, lichen rusted stone flags", "stone figures
covered with fungus and caten with age." '

411 this, and & story eerie with black magic, end loaded with sus-
pense and excltement. For evidence of the really compelling pcwer of Rex
Dolphin's narrative, read chapter two of this story. The sinister back-
ground, revolting murder, =rim primeval Wwattle for survivael, breath-snatch-
ing pursvit by car and its horrifying termination, brought me to my feet
in agitation and admiration.

On pege 22, Blake and Psula had been exemining the scene of the
crime, and decided help would have to be summoned.  ™You don't think one
of us should stay here?" asked Paula. "Which one? esked Blake "I don't
think I'd care for you to stay ..... nor would I 1like you to run the gsunt-
let of what mey be outside. Better for us both to go." You didn't have
that trouble when you used to teke Tinker with you, did you, Bleke old pal?
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SuB,L, 468 "Thief of Clubs" by Gilbert Johns.

Compare the opening words of this story "They hanged Mark Scenlon
at 8 o'clock on the morning of a day in mid-winter in Pentonville Prison."
with those of S.B,L. 2nd series 481 (6/6/35) "The Cottage of Terror' by

Donald Stuart:~ "They hanged the man called Conner on & row November
morning, when the fog was so thick that the crowd of morbid sightseers who
had veited outside the prison gates to wetch the notice go up could scar e-
1y see the board,"

Strange 1s it not, that two S.B.L's 25 years spart should commence
with exactly the seme words! I wonder if Gilbert Johns was a Bleke reader
in those days, and that perhaps those opening words hed remained lodged in
his mind. They certainly had in mine, for I remembered with ease where
I hed seen this rather striking story-opening before.

Gilbert John's story was extremely readable and enjoyable. The
pace was briek, the characters most interesting and the situations emtnently
satisfying.

SyB,Ls 469 "Shot from the Derk" by Philip Chambers.

When I started toread this story, I thought that it dealt with a
future invasion of Sritain. Instead, {{ referred to the Saxon invasion
of the 5th century. A uninue, snd excellent opening.

A Romano-British helmet of that perlod, bearing an inscription in
cypher, had been dug up near Florence in 1960. The inscription referred
to the hiding place of Roman Army pay in gold coin which hsd been left
behind when the army wes obliged to oult Briteln. As the gold exceeded
half a million in velue, sone fierce competition for it took place.

A particularly revolting character was introduced in this story:-

a ferret-feced, mean-eyed youth with dark red hair, carefully permed and
curled falling on to the collar of his forty-guinea Italian suit. HKis
laughter was a loud, raucous, hissing sound, loaded with obscenity. He
drooled with eager anticipation at the prospect of savagely mutilating

poor Marion Lang with the cut-throat razor trembling in his hand, licking
his lips, piggy, beady eyes burning exultently. "Giame the word to cut
her up!" he howled, as he jerked, leaped and twitched in front of his
cowering victim. "You promised I could cut her up". It was the anguished
oy of an addict, the cry of a man who had to sate his desire or suffer un-
endurable frustration, As thls creature was merely incarcerated at the
end of the story, whereas the other 8 sembers of the gang,including the
leeder, were wiped out to a man, it is possible the author is saving the
razor boy for re-use later on,

8 0_"P %t to Algeria" by Arthur Maclean
T have nothing but gnise for this grmt story.  Commencing on the

channel oast of Occupled France in 2943, this story moved in time and space
to Algeria, North Africa in 1961,
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Then unfolded an epic of the French Foreign Legion with Sexton Bleke as
an enlisted soldier on an assignment for Qreille of the Secret Service,
that in @y opinion surpessed Besu Gueste, and every other Legion tele that
I cen recell.

What e sterling set of cheracters! Sergesnt Sven Petersen the tough
giant Swede; Colonel Henrl Broussec the thin, grey-heired officer hag-rid-
den by fear, knowing his weekness as & soldier, end in every situetion
afraid of disastrous public exposure of his self-convinced impotence;
Major Rodin who had become insane due to the barbaric treatment he hed
suffered at the hends of the Algerian Terrorists, and whose madness led
to the deeth by the score of fellow Legionnsires. Then there was the weak
and windy American, Casey, who wes brended by his comredes ss "ell gab end
no guts. Lest of all was the violent Gerren, Zimmermann., A great bull
of a men, a devil incernate when drunk and engry, he was never out of
trouble, Through the cowsrd Casey, Zimmermenn wes flogged till his back
was rew, yet when Casey collapsed in the send, it wes Zimmersann who shoul-
dered the unconscious burden, end marched erect, his lscerated bsck bleed-
ing through his unifora tunic.

In the battle of the Omsis, Rleke and Zimmermsan were notable in a
smashing, lunging, killing pertnership. It wes, however, Zimmermann's
effort to return to the Fort elone for help that stemped him as indomitable,
Caught by terrorists, tortured, mutilated beyond recognition, end left far
dead, he nevertheless worked his way towerds the Fort through sand end dust
leaving & trail of blood, his last dying action fulfilling his desperate
mission,

Later it wes the gellantry of Sexton Bleke thet seved the day, He
charged across open ground end up & cliff-face to get ebove the enemy end
to remove ‘e pressure froam his pinned-down comrades.

Blaxe successfully eccomplished Creille‘s mission, end for excep-
tional velour in battle, geined the Legion & Homneur, and CGroix de Guerre
with palm, Arthur Macleen hisself should have been ewarded e medal for
this stirring, outstending story.

S,B.L, 472 "Asseult and Pepper" by Jack Trevor Story.

Mr. Story bullt Mss Johns into a nice, sympathetic character, so
I felt rather sick in both heert erd stomach when I was trested to & det-
ailed and gory description of the cutting, stebbing, bleed” - ‘ying and
dismemberment of this poor lass at the hends of the pernicious Mr.Pepper.
It vas all too pathetic, and in horrible teste, Even the finding of six
blonde and bloodied hesds in polythene bags later in the tale seemed tame
in comparison.

The most appesling festure of this tele wes the werm comradeship of .
Miss Winnipeg, the redheed, and Tinker, They made & delightful couple,
and it 1s e plty that Tinker was destined to lose her,

End
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