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THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL

Another Bumper buy.

53 Volumes of Picture Show, i-years from 1921-1960,
from £3. 50 to £15 per volume according to period.

60,000 Old Boys' papers and comics available.

Bound Volumes of Lees (all series), Gems, Magnets,
Adventures, Rovers, Marvels, Modern Boys, Populars,
Young Britain, Modern Wonder, Champions, Girls' Friend
and many others, Also bound comics.

Very large stock of Annuals such as Holiday, Modern Boy,
Champion, Strang, Captain, Chums, BOA, Scout, etc.

Lots of Children's Annuals, hardbacks. Many fine
illustrated books. Rackbam, Dulac, Greenaway, etc.

Visitors very welcome, please ring first!

Collections urgently required. Will pay top prices
already offered.

Let me know your requirements,

Noeman Seaw

84 BELVEDERE ROAD

LONDON, SELY 2HZ

01-771 9857
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CAMBRIDGE

Meeting held 16th June. The Secretary reported that he has
booked a stand for the Cambridge Leisure Fair on 26th August. Bill
Lofts gave a talk on Comics, from Ally Sloper to post-war papers. He
believed that comics in the later period were aimed at a more juvenile
audience, instancing Puck of 1904 compared with Puck of 1930. The
success of the Bruin Boys in Rainbow led to a spate of animal comic
characters. A discussion followed over members' own memories,
attention being drawn to the fine serials in the early "Chuckles",

The Secretary read a paper cn adventure tales, pointing out the
influence on later writers of such authors as Rider Haggard and Conan
Doyle. He finished with a resume of Jack, Sam and Pete, in their hey-
day among the most successful of A, P. stories. It was a pity that
Clarke Hook did not stop them after 1914,

A discussion followed on Charles Hamilton's status as a writer.
Deryck Harvey felt that E. 8. Brooks was over-rated by some admirers.
Bill Lofts said that while Hamilton was always courteous and helpful to
correspondents, Brooks tended to be brusque and difficult. Bill Thurbon
suggested this might be due to the fact that until the end Hamilton
remained proud of his characters, while Brooks, when he reached hard-
back status preferred to forget his boys' stories, and, in any case, was
not the creater of Nelson Lee,
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WANTED: MAGNETS 1661, 1666, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1673, 1676, 1679. SOL's 384,
390, Sale/Exchange: 57 loose copies Modern Wonder, 1937/8.

R. E. ANDREWS

80 GREENWOOD AVE., LAVERSTOCK, SALISBURY, WILTS.
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BOUNDERESSES and BITCHES
Part One: At CIiff House School by Mary Cadogan

When Herbert Vernon-Smith entered the portals of Greyfriars in 1910, he not only
provided Charles Hamilton with inspiration for 'bounder' stories for the next three decades,
but also, it seems, became a model for some of the writers of the girls' papers, AUGUSTA
ANSTRUTHER-BROWNE, who came into the Cliff House saga in The School Friend in 1919
(though not a Charles Hamilton creation) shared with Vernon-Smith a double barrelled surname,
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and a reckless personality. She smoked, played cards for money and broke bounds at night to
attend local dances: also Augusta was not above the use of strong scent and face powder, and
going around with a rather jazy set of friends in fast cars. Defiant of all adult athority, she
was aided and abetted by an unscrupulous father, who had managed at one time to get a hold
over Miss Primrose, (Again, shades of the bounder's early days at Greyfriars when the Head,
Dr. Locke, was under Mr, Vernon-Smith's thumb, } Augusta's main claim to fame was her
vicious cutting off of Bessie Bunter's plait, and subsequent expulsion, Her father then
{mmediately lost his fortune and Augusta, repentant, managed to retum to Cliff House disguised,
in the false name of Olive Wayne. By the simple expedient of cropping her hair, donning a
pair of spectacles and twisting her ankle so badly that she developed an almost chronic limp,
her £ tion ined undi d by her former class-mates. It even survived the close
i of i life, when p ibly the spectacles had on ions to be d,

MARCIA LOFTUS, a Charles Hamilton 'baddie' who appeared in the first issue of
The School Friend, was of the lank-haired, greasy-complexioned variety of sneak and toady:
like her collaborator, Nancy Bell, she could always be relied upon to try and upset the
exemplary applecarts of Batbara Redfern § Co. 1In the 1930's, when John Wheway was writing
the CHff House stories, he brought in LYDIA CROSSENDALE and faded out Marcia and Nancy,
Lydia; incommon with the other female nasties, had 'cronies' rather than chums, and Freda
Femriers and Frances Frost connived in all her malicious schemes, for whatever pickings they
could get from the rich Lydia by their fawning and flattering.

Lydia had the makings of an intriguing character - handsome, complex and wayward,
as well as just plain bitchy! But by the middle of the nineteen thirties she had settled down
futo a very conventional and totally bad hat, to be superseded in the bounderess stakes by
DIANA ROYSTON-CLARKE, Diana was a daredevil on the same lines as Vernon-Smith and
Augusta Anstruther-Browne, even, as readers will note, sharing the same double barrelling of
a commonplace surname, and a self-made, go-getting, extremely wealthy father, who
managed to obtain power over all the Cliff House govemos, and compromised dear, kindly
Miss Primrose, Diana, like Herbert and Augusta, inherited her male parent's ruthlessness
(bounders and ‘bounderesses never seemed to have mothers) which she enhanced with a touch of
finesse totally lacking in her father. She had slightly flamboyant, but fascinating taste in
clothes - wearing those luscious 'thirties cape-sleeves and long, flared skirts: her platinum
blonde hair waved back from a perfect oval face, and was tossed haughtily around in regular
protest at restraining influences like staff and prefects, Incommon with Vemnon-Smith she
had a quick and uncertain temper, and was her own worst enemy: when goaded by what she
considered to be the 'goody-goody' qualities of Babs & Co., Diana would flash her violet eyes
alarmingly, and wildly dilate her nostrils. Also she had a strange habit of yelling Yoicks! '
in moments of emotional stress or great exuberance. Like the Greyfriars bounder, she was
sometimes a rival for the leadership of the form, prepared to dazle or to buy her way when
necessary, whether the object of her craving was the form-captaincy, a chance to break into
films, to star in swimming galas or ice-shows, or to ride the finest and most famous horse in 2
gymkhana, Continued on Page 9
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