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The Gem, of course, is just terrific these days. But even the
poor old Magnet is picking up again, too.

The opening tale of the month, "For His Father's Name,'" was a
bit dreary. Mr. Vernon-Smith's diary, giving particulars of the shady
deals of his early days, had been stolen. A man named Callaghan was
trying to get it, but eventually it got back to its rightful owner by way of
Billy Bunter.

After this, "Bunter the Crook" was really awfully silly, but it was
great fun and I laughed my head off. Bunter saw a crook film at the
cinema, and decided to become a crook too. Next week came "De Vere
of the Remove." De Vere is a new boy, a snob. Ponsonby & Co. make
De Vere believe that Cliff House is Greyfriars, and there is an amusing
chapter in which he meets Miss Primrose who thinks he is a masher
after her girls. Mr. Chapman, the artist, makes Miss Primrose look a
fearful old frump, not a bit like the Miss Primrose as drawn by Dodshon
in the School Friend. De Vere saves Bessie Bunter on a railway cross-
ing. Last of the month was "The Snob's Secret.” De Vere insults Jimmy
Vivian, but Mauleverer recognises the snob as Perkins, the son of a
footman. Mauly keeps the secret, though he calls De Vere an upstart.
The series continues next month.

Best coal is cheaper. The price is now 55/- a ton. A large loaf
has gone down from 5d to 43d. All in the right direction.

At the pictures there has been a lovely picture. It is Mary
Pickford in "Little Lord Fauntleroy.” Mary plays two parts. She is
Cedric and also his mother, Dearest. There is some wonderful trick
photography in which the mother kisses the son. 1 loved it.

Pauline Frederick was in "Mistress of Shenstone;" Norma
Talmadge in "The Sign on the Door;" Harold Lloyd in "Now or Never;"”
and Agnes Ayres in "Forbidden Fruit."

Doug went to see Ralph Lynn and Tom Walls in "Tons of Money"
at the Aldwych. He says it's the funniest play he has ever seen, and he
talks of nothing else.

In the Boys' Friend, the grand new Mornington series has
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not surprising perhaps as, of course, '‘Desmond Reid' was just an
editorial name. But the same editor who did not print a photograph of

the non-existent 'Desmond Reid' managed to print one of the equally non-
existent 'Peter Saxon' - who was himself. (See S.B.L. 4th series No. 395,
The Last Days of Berlin, with its (?) old picture of the author, upturned
collar, turned down hat brim; and Crime is my Business, No. 408 with a
more recent picture.)

JACK HUGHES (Queensland): From a recent issue of FLAIR, an
Australian Mod. Fashion magazine. 'Another meeting place for the
young in Adelaide, is BILLY BUNTER'S in Gouger Street, most attrac-
tively done with tiled floors, dark wooden beams, white archways, and
even stained glass windows in a closed-in courtyard. At night there's a
guitarist and you choose from a luscious assortment of Italian-style
dishes. There's also a wine bar inside. The Billy Bunter in Adelaide
really swings."

1 suppose that 'Billy Bunter the Gay Blade’ would really approve.

H. BLOWERS (Leeds): When are we going to have another old, old
serial in the Digest? 1 used to look forward so much to reading it. |
really enjoy "Danny's Diary," but those disagreeable letters between
author and editor leave me cold.

T. M. COCKBURN (Ayr): My exhibition of comics, so successfully
held in Craigie College in June 1971, has been of equal success at Park
Primary School, Stranraer. The children have been eagerly reading
Chips (1936), Film Fun (1941), Dandy (1940), and Beano (1946), as well
as many old issues of Eagle, Lion, Radio Fun, Knockout, Micky Mouse,
Rainbow, Tip-Top, Jingles, and, of course, the Magnet (included as a
story-paper along with Rover, Wizard, and Hotspur.) The children did
not just show polite interest to humour me as a kind teacher, but pro-
nounced the old comics as "much better than the ones now."

A. HOLLAND (Wellington): I thoroughly enjoyed the clever cartoon on
the C.D. cover for May. 1 would like to see more of Mr. McSavage's
work.
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