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The rebels, led by Wingate, defeat the bruisers, Carnforth is turned out,
and Dr. Locke returns.

1 have a feeling that 1 ought to have enjoyed this series, but 1
wasn't all that keen on it. lt's a bit far-fetched, and it's really too short
for a barring-out series so that everything happens too quickly. Butit
was novel to have the Sixth in a tale like this.

Finally, "The Stolen Diary" was not really up my street. The
Removites play cricket against Abbeydale, a team who play near Vernon-
Smith's home. The Removites visit the Vernon-Smith home, but lose
the last train home. Some of them, with Bunter, stay the night. That
night, burglars break in, led by a villain named Callaghan. A valuable
diary, containing particulars of Mr. Vernon-Smith’s financial activities,
is stolen. Somehow, Bunter gets the diary. And Callaghan threatens a
fearful revenge. So it will all go on next month,

A pal of mine at school has lent me a marvellous new book, out
this month, called "Just William." 1t contains short stories about William
Brown and his family. 1liked ita lot. It is written by a man named
Richmal Crompton, and 1 hope he writes some more books about
William. The book cost 2/6, and is bound in red.

There have been two big trials this month. A man named Ronald
True was sentenced to death for the murder of a young woman named
Olive Young, but he was reprieved by the Home Secretary on the grounds
of insanity. This has caused a big outcry about the fact that True, who
came from a wealthy family, was sent to Broadmoor, while Jacoby, a
pantry-boy, was hanged. The papers say there is one law for the rich
and another for the poor.

The other big trial was of Horatio Bottomley, until recently the
editor of "John Bull" and M. P. for Hackney. He was sent to prison for
seven years for fraud.

Carpentier has knocked out Kid Lewis at Olympia. Letter post
has been reduced from 2d to 1}d. So now we can write more letters at
less cost. The P. & O. liner "Egypt" has been in collision with a French
cargo boat off Ushant, and 87 people have lost their lives.

Doug and 1 went to Holborn Empire one evening and we saw a
lovely touring Revue entitled "Listening In," starring Herman Darewski
and Will Hay. At one of our local cinemas there is a new serial, Antonio
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o'clock in the morning he slides down from his dormitory on a rope.
With surprising ease he manages to break into the Grammar School. 1In
the Common Room, where the cup had been placed on view, Grundy dis-
covers that the trophy has been removed. Then he sees a dark, masked
figure. Something hits Grundy on the head with a sickening thud, and he
is unconscious for a while. Then he returns to St. Jim's.

Grundy's cap is found in the Grammar School Common Room,
and it is assumed that he has stolen the trophy. Grundy is expelled from
St. Jim's.

1n the final chapter, as is characteristic of Warwick, events
crowd fast on one another with speedy "chunkiness.” Manners rushes
into Study No. 10 in great excitement. At the football match he had
dropped his camera. As it fell, the shutter clicked. Manners finds that
it took a picture, all on its own, of Derrington fouling Fatty Wynn. Proo
that the ref's decision was wrong. Tom Merry & Co. rush with this
lucky proof to the Grammar School. Gordon Gay is, of course, remorse
ful. The match must be played again. Tom Merry & Co. (with Handcocl
speeding home through the dusk, on their bicycles, run into two dark
figures. These figures are Derrington handing the stolen trophy to a
receiver of stolen goods.

Derrington goes the way of all expulsion fodder, the match is
played again, and this time St. Jim's wins. 1 should think the victory
left a bitter taste.

A tale, perhaps, that got by, but it is weakened by the contri-
vances. It is incredible that sportsmen like Tom Merry & Co. would
have disputed the ref's decision. Surely the players on the field would
have seen something of the foul if it took place, but it is a spectator,
Herries, who makes a song and dance about it. And the closing bit
about Manners' camera is really very, very childish.

1 wonder whether any writer, even Hamilton himself, could have
made this rather incredible plot seem credible,

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES

ROGER JENKINS: 1 should like to take issue with you on the question
of the relationship between Hamilton and Pentelow, because 1 am quite
sure that there was a mutual animosity which went very deep. Although

























