STORY PAPER

COLLECTORS’ DIGEST

SYDNEY HORLER'S LATEST NNVEL—COMPLETE WITHIN!

TERILIER °

THE PAPER WITH A THOUSAND THRILLS @ U

)/
“—y

L
Y
1
9
7
1

BY SYDNEY HORLER

b ‘
12 b %mmiy., ' IQ"'LP





























































































Page 32

David Goodwin could write about anything, School-stories,
highwayman yarns, football, the turf, the canals, the mills of Lancashire,
tales of invasion, etc., etc., etc. What a scope he had, But it is his
sea-stories which I consider his most enthralling writing. He knew the
sea as thoroughly as did C. S. Forester, and like G. A. Henty owned his
own yacht. As an introduction to his work I usually suggest 'Middies of
the Fearless' (B.F.L. 149), with its superb sequel 'Midshipman Drake,
D.S.0.' (B.F.L, 151).

Recently, however, I was fortunate enough to acquire four more
David Goodwin stories of the sea in the B.F.L., for the library of the
Northern Section O.B.B.C. They are "The Fool of the Navy' (265), 'Max
the Middy' (268), 'The Middies in Morocco' (271), and 'Sealed Orders'
(281). The first three are under another nom-de-plume, John Tregellis,
and tell of the adventures of Max Strong, Midshipman. I prefer Max to
Forester's Horatio Hornblower! 'Sealed Orders' is another story of the
exploits of Midshipman Bob Hardy.

For powerful reading, you should try the Court-Martial scene in

'The Fool of the Navy.' Chapter 30 ends thus:-

The whole Court rose, and the oath was administered. Then the judge-advocate,
standing up, faced the prisoner, and read the charge. "It is charged against Midshipman
Strong, that, being a person subject to the Naval Discipline Act, and wearing the King's
uniform, he did on the fifteenth of June last, give an order which resulted in the tor-
pedoing and sinking of a gun-boat, the Juan Fernandez, of the Mexican Navy, a country
with which his Majesty's Covernment was not at war, in contravention of International Law."

There was dead silence as the words of the charge were heard, and the captain's
letter to the admiral was read. Then the judge-advocate turned to Max.

mGuilty, or not guilty?e

"NOT guilty, siri® The midshipman's voice rang true and clear, There was an
instant!'s pause, and the prosecutor said:

nCall Lieutenant Juan Almedal"

Either in fiction or on the stage, trial scenes are usually exciting
and dramatic. To the reader of "The Fool of the Navy," who knows what
has happened before, this Court-Martial is soul-stirring indeed. Before
Max, as he defends himself, is a table, upon which his dirk is lying. At
the end of the trial, if he should be proved innocent, its hilt would be
placed towards him. But should he be found guilty, he would find himself
met by its point, and it would be taken from him for ever.

If I watched T.V. for a hundred years I should not receive such

mental stimulation as this one book by David Goodwin gave to me!
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