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on leaving school was as a junlor reporter on the 'Cambria Dally Leader' in Swansea.
Later worked on other Welsh papers, and then came Lo London., A8 our editor sald correctly
he wrote two Sexton Blake yarns Ln 1920, There is ne record of him writing any Blake's
in the Union Jack, but 1t {8 possible he may have penned & few of those still unidentified
stories in PENNY PICTORIAL. Actually he wrote mainly under two pen-names, ALAN DENE and
DAVID REES, and was quite prolifie,

Later he joined the DAILY EXPRESS and became famous as a writer having his omn
column entitled DAILY SPOTLIGHT.

He died 22nd March, 1958, at Hove, Sussex. It was told to me, bul needs confirm-
ing, that his father was an M.P. and a friend of Lloyd George.

D, M, HILLIARD (Nottingham): A chance remark by Gerry Allison,
published in March "C.D." needs further comment. The inclusion of
"Thomsonia" would bring a great deal of happiness to many of us nearest
on these wonderful papers. For me as a boy the delight of the week was
to receive my "Adventure.” My elder brother and I had all the five
issues:- "Adventure" Monday,'Wizard" Tuesday, "Rover" Thursday,
"Hotspur" Friday and "Skipper" Saturday. To me, however, "Adventure'
topped the polls with "Chang" and "Strang." In 1936 I had been intro-
duced to the magazine by being given the copy which commenced the
series "Sheriff by Day - Outlaw by Night." What happiness I associate
with this and what would I give to have that copy now!

The very popularity of these papers means that there are few
left to collect. Locally we axeptedthree "Magnets" for one "Wizard"
in the days 1936-39. Sacrilege perhaps - but our local newsagent
(with a terrific round) recalls that he ordered 10 Thompson papers
to every one of the Companion ones.
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OLD BOYE BOOKS - A complete catalogue 25/~
by W. O, G. Lofts and D. J. Adley.
This {s a catalogue that no collectar of old boys and girls megazines, comics and
annuals can possibly afford Co be without.' E
The authors are to be congratulated for their immense Industry in completing such a gar-
gentuan task. One can well understand {t has taken them 15 years of research. ork
Duplicating Services are also to be congratulated for the excellence of the production.
As one who 18 always referring Lo my own private 1ists, lists in C.D's and C.D. Annuals
and elsewhere, T will be a god-send to have all the Informatlon handy in one book and,
in addition, hundreds of items that are here published for the first time, It is particu-
larly pleasing to note the listing of over B0O different Annuals and the interesting -
information on The Girls* Own Paper and {irls' papers generally.
A particularly pleasing feature is the inclusion of post-war information and the various
{ntroductions and notes, It 1s a little early perhaps to comment upon the accuraey of the
information but [ can vouch for the care the authors and the printers have taken to See
that annoying mistakes and misprints are absent.

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Crove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
Litho~duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York.




