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and much later in the short-lived Detective Library. These latter
were probably reprints as were Maxwell Scott's Gordon Gray tales,
which were also in the D.L.

Alec G. Pearson, if not for the foregoing examples, has a claim
to fame in that he wrote a number of Sexton Blake tales in both the %d.
and 1d. Union Jack, and I have read that the name of Arnold Davis,
another contributor to the Blake saga, also covered this author. About
this I cannot speak with authority.

I can find only two Boys' Friend Libraries to the credit of Alec
G. Pearson, an odd circumstance, as his output was considerable. No.

. 316 (First Series) The City of Flame, is a good story in the Rider

| Haggard tradition, dealing with the discovery of a lost civilisation in

LEgypt. No. 477 (First Series) is entitled The Land of Mystery, an
‘exciting tale of adventure in Tibet. These two may have appeared
previously as serials, though so far I have not encountered them in any-
of the old periodicals.

I don't know when this author ceased writing; the last examples
of his work that I know of were five short stories in a volume of Chums
for 1919. As for his personal history, I know nothing. Biographical
dei;fils of Alec G. Pearson would be welcome.

. No. 112 O,S.
by R. ]J. Godsave

The first St. Frank's story "Nipper at St. Frank's" No. 112
0.85. is famous as the break-away point from the pure detective stories
of the Nelson Lee Library to those of school stories with a detective
element.

For a book that was intended to introduce new fields to its
readers it is astonishing how little care was taken over small details.

An attractive cover showing Nipper being frog-marched across
the Triangle at St. Frank's by the College House juniors emphasized
the school story nature of this issue. Yet, printed across the top of
the front cover it states that No. 112 is a 'Long, Complete Detective
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Novel.' Apart from a foreword giving the reasons as to why Nelson
Lee and Nipper were at St, Frank's, the whole must be considered as
purely a school story.

The centre page at this period of the Nelson Lee was devoted to
the inside drawing depicting various incidents which occurred in the
story. In this particular Lee it shows Mr. Alvington as Nelson Lee
was known, at St. Frank's, accompanied by four juniors in his search
for the missing Housemaster, Mr. Thorne. In the story only Tregellis-
West and Watson could be persuaded by Bennett, as Nipper was known,
to accompany Nelson Lee and himself.

Such errors as this in drawings were not confined to the Nelson
Lee Library, and it makes one wonder whether the artists are guilty
of not reading the MS carefully or are just given an outline of the story,
in which case he would have to trust to luck that his efforts coincide
with the written word.

One is informed in No. 112 that the College House caps were
olive green with yellow circles, and those of the Ancient House, blue
with gold circles. On the cover of this particular Nelson Lee the
College House boys were wearing blue caps with red circles which
became in subsequent Lees the cap colours of both Houses.

Naturally, the two colour cover had to be considered in the
light of its prominence, and blue and red was obviously the most suit-
able combination.

It is extremely unlikely that the original readers noticed these
errors, or if they did, could not care less. It is only through adult
eyes that one sees these differences which may be summed up in the
saying that there are two ways of doing a job — a right way and a
wrong way.
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WANTED:

Good loose copies or volumes containing one or more of the
following: Gems 801, 817, 826, 828, 832, Also Populars 401, 403,
407, 413, 415, 422, 441, .
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