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RIDES AGAIN IN A BLAZING WESTERN THRILLER!
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i BUKK, the outlaw, posksl bimoedf on kponing a geual rhamg

when he naw it.  Thsl was way be gl the o cali whark
stped & whort disanes awsy Trom 1 coneh rosd 1o the nunn s (owvs ok
iMar. Tho ralii., hiibben from tha (il by & claster of Aok amd
srrecued frowm Ui beighia wlemos oy & Rirke wood of pures b e af
ideal hinlo-up for Burk and bis gang. The owner was willing 1o il
and the deal weni through puckly. Now an armel neon st s
arwiry on & roely pi o which gusnded the snly approsch to the
gk, He mow & snan dwased in conbic carl Bl manks
Toimn i & gakiop, bt e only woaved o hand i grestei. anek 1he s man
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rralivena 1o juin i any s-hem which Burk wwd. D Lomes,
ihe mewromer, kept wibeni, -He wai & Bogdoding voeps Llou

chvaner of beukl amd more homest of Batare than Al Sl feen.
”I.n.*ni. [ didp's bwar }murvq-n-." roepeed  Baight, aaspmea-i. 1 i . -
jdm't sy anything™ was Des'y cool ot as b tionesl ool gestaed dowrn thern the olurbl Bebd reaposaible far thive oF

ol of the window. " Well. my some naw,” Ba eojussoielsk, losk st this | ™ Berke ﬁ
" Wa'rg ol istewing.” isn swing wrn] Eemesd o b wreng s ol boldd B wp S .

wp the gang. " Heps's what I've got 10 m) B 1T TR R O T [ | of lims Lowg—ar T Amas & o rally woo—end 4 saled
our eatlle deive for ten pomsons,  Fiest, | ks (e 1 oed v wialen L1

h;lr the men ws rusthed them brosg, Amd—— " Farke wtertuptad Lim lhan oo Ues posier sasl
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I always think (and I believe John Medcroft was of the same opin-
ion) that the real decline of the J. S. & P. tales began with the intro-
duction of Algy in No. 393, c. 1911. This led to the playing up of Pete
and Algy at the expense of Jack and Sam and to a great increase in the
farcial stories at the expense of the adventure stories,

After 1918 the stories were becoming dated and Clark Hook must
have been "written out" of ideas. The final blow was the death of J.
Abney Cummings who had illustrated the series from No. 20 of the 1d.
Marvels until his death in 1917. Lewis, who succeeded him, was not a
patch on Cummings and his "Pete" always reminded me of the old Mich-

- elin tyre advertisement.

The Tom Sayers stories began in No. 261, January 1909, and 'y
ended in 1918. They began with Tom Sayers as a boy and for quite a while
were both boxing and theatrical tales. They later became purely boxing
tales. During the early part of the War they were boxing and flying
stories. They ended with a series of Tom Sayer on sick leave from the
army, touring with a boxing booth.

My collection of Marvels is of earlier numbers and I cannot now
recall exactly when the Marvel takeover took place - I think in 1921 or
1922. 1 remember some of the Mapleton Rover tales.

Jack, Sam and Pete were for many years my favourite characters,
as a boy, and I still have a very nostalgic regard for them, even though
I realise now what a slapdash author Clark Hook was.

I believe that in the late 1920's or very early 1930's, someone
tried to revive J. S. & P. tales in the Boys' Realm. There was a serial

introducing Tom Sayers in the 1914 Boys' Realm.
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THE JACK, SAM & PETE LIBRARY by O. W. Wadham

There can be no doubt that the year 1905 was a peak period for that unusual trio,
Jack, Sam and Pete, the once popular 5. Clark Hook creations. In that year the first
pusber of "Jack, Sam and Pete Library" appeared. It was published in September 1905 and
vas boosted on every page of the Marvel during that month and it was called "Jack, Sam
and Pete's Adventures in Africa." A second number was also promised, but no title waa
given. Does anyone know how many issues of the little-lnown library were printed? it
that tims the trio were also appesring every week in the Boys' Priend and, of course, had
pride of place in the green-coversd Marvel. Before the event of Greyfriars and 5t.
Tig's it would appear that Jack, Sam and Pete were the most popular characters in boys’
weekly papers. The event of the Magnet and Gem in 1909 must have taken away Bany readers
but the trio still had more than a decade to go before the Marvel rang down the curtain
and inmtroduced "new blood" that certainly lacked the lustre of the Hook combinatiom.
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