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NO SKIES SO BLUE!
Recently I was browsing over
an editorial in a "Penny Popular" of early
1920. In the summer of the previous
year the editor of that paper had discon-
tinued reprinting the old stories. He had
given his readers a programme of entirely new
tales of Greyfriars, St. Jim's, and Rookwood.
Unfortunately, the new stories were not written
by Charles Hamilton.
Readers, perhaps were slow to show their
gratitude. Some of them wrote in to ask for a
return to the old programme. So, early in 1920,
the editor wrote the following in his editorial to
show why it was impossible for him to change his

policy:-

"Again we have the fastidious critic upholding the stories of
many years since as against the yarns of to-day. It is just the question
of the old days - and the effect of memory. Memory plays many weird
tricks. Nothing, of course, in all this is intended against the old-time
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Jimmy Wiles, whose great grandfather turned out to be a pirate, and
who eventually came into his estate. The story was not bad at all,
though aimed at a much younger group than the Magnet reader I should
think. This tale ran for 73 pages, then, to make the book up to a
required length of B0 pages, they inserted the first two chapters of
the story appearing in No. 2 of The Cogwheel Library.

To say that this was startling would be putting it mildly, and
1 leave the readers their own conclusions about it and who the title and
characters reminded them of.

DICK MERRY OF ST. MARTIN'S
By Edward C, Adams

A school story featuring the boys of St. Martin's featuring
an 'Owen Owen,' a dusky skinned junior of Asiatic origin of the name of
Singh Ram Jam, and a Chinese boy who spoke thus.. 'Me say, gettee
longa talkee plenty quick. Me wantee game of klicket' and who had
almond eyes, and who wore a pig-tail carefully braided. His name
incidently being 'Li Ah Ti Shoo.! The boys eventually made themselves
into a gang called ' The Serious Six.'

Edward C. Adams was a writer of various stories of whom I
know next to nothing, except that he had written in Boys' Journal.
Strangely, another man named Adams was sub-editor on the Gem in
1921, and he had the curious policy of inserting the serial first before
the main St. Jim's story! But I am certain this was Frederick K.
Adams, another writer. On the last page but one, was an advertise-
ment of pretty photo-cards of cinema stars of whom Danny in his Diary
may know more than myself! Virginia Pearson, Theda Bara, Madlaine
Travers, Violet Hopson, William Farnum, Mabel Normand, Edith
Johnson, Gaby Deslys, Norma Talmadge. I do happen to know Tom Mix,
Charlie Chaplin and Alice Brady. Any six Photo-cards for only 7d.
post-free! The last page gave the titles of Nos. 2, 3 and 4 of the
Cogwheel Library which were it seems issued simultaneously. No. 2,
Dick Merry of St. Martin's; No. 3, The Pirate of Phantom Isle by
George E. Hopcroft; No. 4, Peril Island by Trevor Bramall. .Authors
of whom I know nothing at all.







