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DREAM OF 1912 Len Wormull

I have read with Interest Bob Blythe's account of the early struggles of E. S.
Brooks, particularly with regard to the editorial scene of long ago. One gets the im-
pression that the editors of the day were apathetic and uncompromising towards the new
writer - but was this really the case?

For a clear insight to the question let’s put the clock back to 1912, a year in
which Pearson's put out an excellent guide-book for writers, In a chapter on AMATEUR
AND EDITOR the author (A, E. Bull) cculd hardly have put it better, and I quote:

"The amateur who has written his first story and who has had 1t back from half a
dozen editors, will probably say "Nonsensel! The whole thing 1s a clique., If you are in,
you are In, If you are out, you are out. Genius has no chance, It 1s all friendship
and 'play with your playfellowst'® The editor knows that the new wriler regards things
thus and, with a sigh, forgives him,

®The amateur judgment 1s wrongl There are three acts in the tragedy of the new
author's story. Act i may be midnight toil with a fountain pen, and Act 111 the postman
delivering a bulky envelope al the aspirant's docr, They are both pathetlc, and are
deeply human expressions of hope and despalr. But there 1s a middle act to the drama.
That act is played in an editorfal office where the editor or his acting sub deal with
the manuscript. There is hope and despair here alse; the hope of the editor as he opens
a new contribution that he will find just what he wants, and his despair when he realises
that he hasn't found it.

®The young writer can easily see his own side of the question. It would do him
good if he could see the editor's as clearly. Here is the man in charge of the destinies
of an important paper sitting in his office. A great deal of romance and mystery surrounds
an editor in the popular conception. But to those who know him best, he is a remarkably
transparent and simple-hearted creature.

"His main qualities are common sense and knowledge of humen nature, He may or may
not be a brilliant schelar, He may or may not have travelled or read extensively. These
polnts are often unimportant. But the fact that he Is where he is, 1s clear proof that
he can read his fellow man l1lke a book, and that he 1s just bubbling over with simple,
sound, everyday COMmON SeNse ....

"In all fairness, it should be stated that the beginner must not look for immediate
great success in writing "long completes." Probably no branch of story-writing 1s so
girficult to enter. Certain men and women are known for their special abilities, and
editora are fearful of making changes or otherwise experimenting with their public ....

"The requirements in some papers are so exact that arrangements are often made for
mnths ahead, and the only chance of the new writer may be in under-studying a regular
contributor, writing his story for him when he 1s hard pressed with other work, or when
he 1s taking his holiday, or suffering from that too frequent trouble of fiction writers
nervous break-down.

"lf you want to reallse how a story - a serlal story - should not be done, tum to
any of the works of James Payn, a man who had a certaln vogue In his time but who 1s now
uknown, When George Nemnes published his [irst serial in Tit-Bits he went to Payn, pald
him £000 for it, and before the story had run i{ts course the circulation of the paper
had dropped nearly fifty thousand coples a week. Payn took nine hundred words to intro-
duce an incident, and one hundred words to leave you cold and uninterested in a poor
climax,"
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COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1969 is now in preparation. Have
you an idea for a literary contribution stirring in your brain-box?
Please send along contributions now to the Editorial Office.

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
Litho-duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York.



