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RICHMAL CROMPTON
With the death of Richmal Crompton on
January llth England has lost an institution,
the hobby has lost a golden link with days
long passed, and I have lost a personal
friend. From time to time I had been a
visitor at her home down in Kent for a great
many years. It is hard to realise that I
shall never again see her awaiting me, with
her car, outside Petts Wood railway station.
She was one of the sweetest women I ever
met. Anyone who really knew her stories in all
their magic would be astonished that so gentle
and kindly a person could have such a shrewd
knowledge of human nature and character as she
possessed.
A great many of us grew up with her William
- though William himself never grew up. I was introduced to
William by one of my closest pals, named Carter, while I was at
school. He loaned me one of the very early William books. I
never parted from William again. Carter died, while still at
school, of a disease then named Sleeping Sickness or Botulism. I
bless his memory because he made me a William fan,
Miss Crompton was a school mistress when her first William
story vas published in a mapazine. She loved to tell of how the
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Headmistress of the school sent for her one day and said: "Miss
Lamburn, I suggest that you sever acquaintance either with your
publisher or with me You cannot continue to try to serve both."
Luckily for us Miss Lamburn gave up her teaching career and con-
centrated on her writing.

She would also tell of how, while shop window-gazing one day
she was astounded to see William in stiff covers. It was the
first intimation she knew that the William tales, written for a
monthly magazine, had been collected together in book form, Un-
wittingly she had disposed of the copyright of the early stories,
and she was not entitled to royalties. Fortunately her publishers
met her half way in the matter, and she received an ex-gratia
payment of some sort, She was, in fact, one of those rare writers
who are loyal to one publisher throughout their careers. She did
all her work for Newnes.

She was mightily well-served by the fine artist Thomas Henry
who illustrated William for so many generations of readers. She
readily forgave him his great mistake of giving William a differ-
ent school cap from his friends though they all attended the same
school, And she would tell with relish the tale about his drawing
a dust-jacket of a cow without an udder, She would add sadly, but
with a twinkle: "I did not see the picture until it was too late
to have it altered."

Thomas Henry, like Miss Crompton herself, was at his best
when sketching scandalised adults.

Like Charles Hamilton, Richmal Crompton had a golden age with
her stories. It would be idle to suggest that any of her many
post-war books have reached the same high standard as the earlier
ones. TFor the best of William one needs to go far back to those
published in the twenties and the thirties. Nevertheless, right
to the end, Richmal Crompton has remained eminently readable. Her
descriptive powers, down the years whether writing of village
1ife or village characters have been constant and peerless

Richmal Crompton and her work have been written about by
count less professional critics. Not one of them has observed, as
Collectors' Digest pointed out long ago, that the pre-war Williams

written for adults, whereas the later ones have had child

ers mainly in view. Miss Crompton told me herself, long ago,

Collectors' Digest was the most perceptive of all her critics

William is at his funniest when he is, as it were, starring
solo with a background of adults. But in the latest (and presum-
ably the last) new William book, which is reviewed in C.D. this
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. DANNY'S DIARY

February 1919
Journeys by air. It looks as though they are coming. A

service has been started between London and Paris, with giant
Farman planes, each carrying 14 passengers. The trip is done in
the indelible time of 3% hours. The world is becoming a very
small place, says Dad.

The grand series about the strike of the masters is going on
in the Rookwood tales in the Boys' Friend. The first tale this
month was "Backing Up Bootles," in which the juniors are support-
ing Mr. Bootles, who was sacked for sticking up for Jimmy Silver
against the Head. The Colonial Co get on to the real culprit -
Leggett - who tripped up the Head. s

Next month in "Masters on Strike," Leggett. confessed to the
Head, who still refused not to sack Mr. Bootles. So all the
masters "withdrew their labour," This series is just great,

Then, in "The School Without Masters," the school carried on
with the prefects temporarily in charge of the junior forms - and
Carthew had an almighty clash with the Fourth.

# last of the month was "The Rumpus at Rookwood." New masters
had been engaged now, but Mr, Strange was a brute. At the end,
Dr. Chisholm sent him packing. The masters' strike goes on,

Cedar Creek, in the same paper, was well up to standard.
"Gunten on the Warpath" told of Gunten taking advantage of the
fact that Miss Meadows had made the chums promise not to touch
him - so they have to keep clear of him, which looks cowardly. At
last, Miss Meadows learns the truth, and the promise is cancelled.
So Gunten had a surprise.

"The Remittance Man's Peril" centred round the Flour-Bag
Gang, which has been mentioned several times in recent tales. Mr.
Beauclerc had once been in cahoots with Poker Pete, the rustler.
Poker Pete comes after Mr. Beauclerc, who is saved by his son.

"Hunting the Road Agents" was comedy. A reward is offered
for the capture of the Flour Bag Gang, and Dicky Bird and Co think
they have won it - till the captured rustler strips off his
disguise.

Then the story "The Flour Bag Gang" was real drama. A
end of it, Sheriff Henderson is shot by the gang. Exciting.

It has just been announced that all the county cricket games
this year will be of two days duration only, I expect there is a
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also like the reprint of "The Swell of St. Jim's" in the C.D,
The differences from, and similarity to, the later more developed
styles and characterisations in Hamilton stories are most
interesting.

As a bit of a Sherlock Holmes fan myself I am interested to
learn from Derek Smith that the story "The Man Who Was Wanted"
which I had always felt I ought to read was, after all, not
written by Conan Doyle. So my mind is now more at ease. '"The Man
Who Was Wanted" is no longer wanted by me'

MACKENZTE DAVIDSON (Muchalls): I have enjoyed "Serious or Funny'
by that doughty old encyclopaedia W, 0, G, Lofts - may I be bold
enough to indicate a slip of his prolific pen in writing PAGANINT
in place of PAGLIACCI. But the clown in that opera is, of course,
TONIO who speaks the famous Prologue, and this is what Mr, Lofts
really meant I suppose.

JOHN TROVELL (Colchester): Thank you for a really splendid Annual.
Congratulations and thanks to all your talented contributors.

How pleasant to have Danny back in an unusual but absorbing
mood, and top marks to Les Rowley for his two delightful articles.

OFFERS INVITED from anyone interested in the following: BOYS OF
THE EMPIRE Vols 1 and 2 (1888 - 89) Nos. 1 to 51, (These volumes
were purchased for £4 from the John Medecraft collection in 1948) .
Containing lovely colour pictures The Home Circle Jan to June
1853 (contents excellent but needs re-binding). Brett's Boys' of
England Vol. 10. (good copy but 1 page has somehow got detached
and lost). FOR SALE: Henty's Union Jack: Rough and incomplete
volume, but masses of browsing for the enthusiast 5/-, plus postage.
BOYS' REALM Nos. 579 - 640 (1913-1914). Bound in two volumes.
£10-10s the 2 volumes. Postage extra.

Contact ERIC FAYNE

WANTED: All Hamiltonia alse U.Js., Lees, Bullseyes and most pre-
war Mags. Annuals also required - Holiday, Chums, B.0.As., Captains
Scouts and any bound periodicals, Large quantities also available
for sale.

NORMAN SHAW, 84, BELVEDERE RD., LONDON, S.E,19,

JOHN GUNN, M.H,C.I., Meadow Inn, 91, Arkwright Street, Nottingham, NG2 - 2 JS,
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News OF THE CLUBS
MIDLAND

Meeting held 17th December, 1968

On the kind invitation of Mrs. Hamilton Wright, our December
meeting was held at her lovely home in Sutton Coldfield. Most
assuredly, as Dr. Locke would say, it was one of the most enjoyable
and successful meetings ever held in our Club's history, We had a
very pleasant evening and our sincere and warm thanks were expressed
to our charming hostess, who had spared no pains to make our evening
thoroughly enjoyable.

The comestibles were delicious, superbly cocked and tastefully
served, Any schoolboy or girl would have been delighted, and indeed
the Wrights' own two young daughters were very loth to leave us for
their bedtime’

Bunter would have been delighted too, but strange as it would
seem to him, food is not everything. We enjoyed companionship and
conversation in beautiful surroundings, we welcomed an opportunity
of meeting Mr. Wright, and were interested in meeting several other
guests including a very charming young lady from far away Japan.

Also there was a most interesting collection of relics of her
famous Uncle. These included a sheet of handwritten manuscript
done before he acquired the famous Remington, and a %d magazine of
1896 containing a love story written by Mr. Hamilton under his own
name, Interesting too were some family photographs, and a very
fine drawing done by our hostess herself as a girl, showing her
uncle reclining on a settee before an evening out at the Theatre
There was also a roulette playing card jssued many years ago by the
Cagino at Monte Carlo. But had Mr Quelch seen this latter in the
possession of Smithy or Bunter, the gimlet eye would have glinted,
and he would have grasped a cane in a firm and businesslike way'

Very appropriately several copies of the Magnet and other old
books were displayed, including our customary Anniversary number,
(this month, Magnet No. 723, dated 17.12.21), and a Collectors’
item, BFL No. 862, dated 15.%2, 115

Some long standing customs of our Club were observed also.
There was that enormous and scrumptious pork pie, there were two
bottles of "Mrs, Mimble's Pop," generously domated by members, and
as is her excellent custom on red letter occasions, Winifred
Partridge had done us a very fine and appropriate poster, All
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clap as Geoffrey's recorded voice concluded T e

Refreshments had been partaken during the game, and now it
was time to close; the time having flown and we had to hold over
again a Team Crossword by Gerry for future enjoyment

Next Meeting Saturday, 8 February 1969.

M. L. ALLISON
Hon. Sec.
LONDON

Th. rirst meeting of 1969 took place at "Friardale® in the charming old world village
of Ruislip alias Rylcombe on Sunday, January 19th. A beautiful winter's day, an ideal
run on the "Metro® from Baker Street of happy detective memories. Thus with the car
travellers, there were 21 present plus the three junior Acramans, Regret that Len, Josie
and Charlie were all indisposed, unable to attend, Best wishes to all three for complete
recevery.

Inereased business reported by Roger Jenkins re the Hamilton library; reascn given
wes the advent of the magnificent new catalogue, 1,500 books loaned out in 1968 from the
Melson Lee Library, per Information given by Bob Blythe, More E.S. Brooks' manuscripts
shewn by Bob proved that the former wrote for "Champion,” "Western Weekly," and "Rover."
One of the stories featured was "A Zulu Against the Redskins,” Bob also mentioned the
name of Kenton Steele, Does anyone know about this boys'! paper detective?

Brian Doyle had recorded an interview with Mr, C. H, Chapman and this was played over
and enjoyed by the gathering, Bill Hubbard rendered a fine talk entitled "Comments on a
Namesake," Humiltonian, Eric Lawrence, conducted a cryptic Nelson Lee Quiz, The winner
was that staunch Leeite, Reuben Godsave,

Continuing on the subject of Nelson Lee, Ben Whiter rendered a talk on Ezra Quirke,
nThe Scheolboy Magician,” illustrating it with the beund series that is tn the club's
library,

The third Sunday in April was fixed for the 21st. Anniversary meeting, Details of
this will be communicated to all members.

£xcellent catering by Betty and Bob Acraman added to the greal success of the meeting,
Finally, in the unavoidable absence of Len, it was the good 0ld Don who occupled the chall

The Annual General meeting will be held at Bob Blythe's home on Sunday, February 16th
when it is hoped all members whe can do so will attend.

UNCLE BENJAMIN

VERY GOOD PRICES PAID FOR NOVELS: By GUNBY TH - Blue Berets, Happy Go Lucky, Paylng
The Price, Sparrow Gets Going, St. Palfry's Cross, The Atom, The Big Five, The House That

Disappeared, The Men of the Maquis, Twenty Good Ships, Wonder Island, By JOHN HOWBRAY -
Fevershan's Brother, Feversham's Fag, Something Like a Hero, The Frontier Mystery, The

Megeve Mystery, The Strongest Chap in the School.
REG CUEST, 35 THORNSETT ROAD, ANERLEY, LONDON, 8.E.20, Tel: 01-778-6850

WANTED?: Good loose copies or volumes containing any one or more of the following
CEYS: Some isses between 801 and 8323 953, 95k, 950, 570, 97k, 575, 961, 98k, 985, 966,
947, 589, 970, 990, 992, 993, 995. POPULARS: LO1, 403, 40T, L03, b13, 15, 421, L22,
4, bh2, L66, U5T, L7kl

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY,







