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LONDON OBBC.
HAMILTONIAN  LIBRARY

Hon. librarian - Roger Jenkins, "The Firs," Eastern Road,
Havant, Hants.

Grand Announcement

We now possess over 2000 Megnets, Gems, and Schoolboys'
Owns, including almost every Magnet series Charles Hamilton ever
wrote, Recent extensive additions te our stocks make this the
largest collecticn of Hamiltoniana available for borrowing, and
it is now possible for us to add a few mere postsl members to our
lists.

What is your favourite period - blue Gems and red Magnets?
Or were your schooldays spent during the white cover period?
Perhaps your interests lie among the early coloured covers, that
rare period in the 800's. Agein, you may prefer the ample.
bounty of the 1930's. Whatever you like, we can supply it, with
one, proviso - we do not stock substitute stories.

If you would like to brighten your winter evenings by the
fireside with some of the grand old papers, drop me a line. A
6d stamp (NoT S.4.E.) will bring you our printed and illustrated
catalogue, if you have not already received a copy.

Special Offer

£1 each is offered for the following books in reascnably
good condition, to fill some of the few remaining gaps in the
librery:=
Magnets: 221, 224, 828, 829, 830, 1472.
Gems: 127, 181, 185, 247, 248, 736, 780.
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hit with the rest of your readers, as it was with me. Congratulations
and thanks!

A SHINING "STARR" By L. S, Elliott

Although, of course, the names of Charles Hamilton, E. S. Brooks, and the main
authors of the pre-war "Sexton Blake' saga, rank first with the enthusiasts in our hobby,
there are other writers who have not been given the reccgnition they deserve.

One of these 18 Richard Starr, with who#, through the kindness of Penelope Wallace -
daughter of the late, great, Edgar Wallace - I have been enjoying a regular correspoend-
ence of recent months.

On April 5th, 1968, he will be 90, but he still writes and remembers 1llke & man
many years younger, Some of the well=known papers for which he wrote include *Young
Britain," *Chips,” "Jester," "Picture Show,® "Film Fun," and "The Thriller."

Under his nom-de=plume of "LEWIS ESSEX," he wrote that fine story of the Slave Revolt
ngpartacus,” in the early issues of "Young Britain,” As "RICHARD ESSEX" - "Marcus
Buller, Detective,® The long saga of "Kerry & Co,” and the magazine "Kerry & Co's
Gagette® appeared 1n "Young Britain," which started in 1919.

This last item was on the same style as "Greyfriars Herald," "St. Frank's Mag,"

"Tom Merry's Weekly," etc,, all purporting to he written by the characters involved.

The nom=de=-plume of "FRANK GODWIN," gave us "Bold Robin Hood,* which ran for a year
= and which was 1llustrated by Cordon Browne, R.l., = alsc "Maxim Law, Detective,* etec.

Both these yarns appeared Ln "Young Britaln,” a not sufficlently 'ritten about!

"Chipa" saw the first appearance of "Slade of the Yard,® and "Slade Scores Again."

These stories were, thirteen yesrs later, again serlallsed in "Film Fun,” published
as hard=backs by Herbert Jenkins and McBride in the U.S.A., and, Tinally, serialised
yet again in *The.Phriller,?

In the heyssay of that really remarkable paper - *The Thriller® - appeared enough
new full=1gngth swpeles of "Slade versus Lessinger," to allow Herbert Jenkins to publish
seven more hard-cover booka.

To quote Richard Starr's own words, "Edgar Wallace, Leslie Chartemus {'The Saint!')
and [, were treading on each other's heels in "The Thriller® for a few years,"

Finally, recently, Penelope Wallace in her Tallls Press, has lssued both paper and
hard-cover editiens of "Slade Bcares Again," under the revised title of the "Girl in
Black," .

Reverting to "Young Brir#in, for a moment, this paper was started by Harold Garrish,
speclal]y-as & vehicle for Richard Starr's writdngs, when he = Starr = returned in April,
19195 from service in the Royal Flying Corps. . '

In *Jester," on April 10th, 1919, began "The Dauntless.Three" {later ®The Big Three®)
and this wes the precursor of other serles based cn three main characters, such as
"Kerry & Co.," and "Patrick O'Flynn.," Another well known character was "Drummond Fife."

When "Picture Shown appeared, sodn after the first World War = and the first film
paper to appear In this country - the famous Herbert Allingham had started a serial
story - "Free, Yet A Felon® = {n the rirst issue.

He was unable to contine and he and Maud Hughes, the editress, invited Richard Starr
to carry on the story which he did, in 11 instalments. Maud Hughes, incldentally, was
Herbert Allingham's cousin, and aunt te that femous suthor of "Mr. Camplon,t etc., the
late Margery Allingham, who had adopted Mr, & Mrs. Starr, as her "uncle and auntie,”
when a child.

Incldentally, Mr, Starr, does not agree with the theory that Herbert J. Allingham
of "Ralph Rollington® fame, was a relation of Herbert and Margery Allingham,
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Another series which appeared in the "Jester,” was "The Red Domino" which ran for
rive yeara and was after the style of Edgar Wallace's "Four Just Men,*

Edgar Wallace and Penelope belng friends of Richard Starr,

Apart from all these writings he wrote many yarns for women's and girls! magazines,
under his own name and the nom-de-plume of "Stella Richards,® These culminated In about
60 hard-cover published novels, and, with many other subjects he wrote about 1,000 short
stories during & long writing life.

A Londoner, Richard Starr now lives in Sussex, and 15 probably Britain's senior
crime writer, He was 22, when, after writing a number of short stories he, to once
agaln use his own words, states: *I thought - well, this Is getting me nowhere, 8o, [
sat down and wrote a novel. It was terrible, but, incredibly, it achieved publication
and, in two or three weeks, I found myself In Fleet St., as a reporter on the "Daily
Meil* = and I didntt really know what a reporter was. I scon found outi®

For ten years he was a reporter and crime writer on the "Dally Mail," the *Daily
Express® the "Evening News" and the late "Tribune,* Then he 'went {nto the countryt
and wrote storles for boys' comics, girls' weeklles and various magazines as I have
stated,

One of his editresses at this time was Mrs. Henry 8t. John Cooper, Does that name
or its-masculine counterpart, strike a chord with older readers?

On his return from the war, began his new career of writing, a 1ittle of which I
have endeavoured to detail here,

Richard gtarr, Richard Essex, Lewls Essex, Stella Richards, the Allinghama,

"Young Britain," "Chips," "Jester,® "F{lm Fun,* *Plcture Show," *The Thriller,®

All these names conjure up fond memories and entitle Mr, Starr to be remembered
with Charles Hamllton, E. 8, Brooks, H. Rider Haggard, Edgar Wallace and all those others
who have glven us pleasure in past years,

1 will rinish with a quote from the postscript to his last letter to me =
-P.8, *1 am supposed to be dying of a thing called colitis. I am trying to laat ti1l
Christmas, | shan't make 1L to my S0th birthday, which is 5th April, next year,*

Well, 1 hope he is wrong, and that he does 'make it,' and that 1 can send both Xmas

and birthday cards to Richard Starr,

' CHRL

HOLIDAY ANNUAI, FOR CHRISTHMAS ;
(1932, 1933 and 1935 available), For only ONE Magnet from 1043, 1071, 1265, 1269, 1271,
12731275, First come first serve.

P. J. HANGER, 10 PARK SBQUARE, KING'S HEATH, NORTHAMPTON,

%%.mmcm 209, 4d ORM Lo, ‘hﬁ

1d POPULAR Nos. 47, 92, BOYS FRIEND 364,
BOYS REALM 292, £2.10.0, the 7 coples,
CAPTAIN Vols. 6, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 2k,

29, 30, 31, 7/6 each. Alsc odd U.Js,, Nelson
Lee and Collectors Digest and Comics,
| 8.AE.

W. H, CLOUGH,
3, FONTHILL GROVE,

BALE,
CHESHIRE.

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Crove Road, Burbiton, Burrey. -
Litho-printed by York Duplicating Services, 12a The SBhambles, York,



