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WRITE TO ME ABOUT IT.

WE'VE GOT THE KEY OF THE DOOR:

Last month we came of age, and it is fairly certain that never
before has any issue been so highly acclaimed as our special double
number issued to mark our 218t birthday. Not even concerning our
previous double number to mark the 200th issue, or the Memorial Number
to Frank Richards, did readers ever use so many varied superlatives.
A11 this month letters have just poured in with every post. Your
editor is deeply grateful, even though his hats are now too small for
him,

It is a thought that Collectors' Digest, still going stronger
than ever, has lasted many years longer than plenty of the periodicals
which it perpetuates,

NOT FOR THE S SH:

This is a term which is sometimes used by reviewers. What
actually does it mean? Is it a warning? Is it an excuse? Is it
an advertisement? Is the word "squeamish" used s a contemptuous
reference to reasonably decent-minded people who detest catchpenny
nastiness?

When television hit the music halls, they turned to nudes to save
them. The mudes attracted a certain clique, but drove away what
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his sacrifice to save Wingate Minor for the sake of George Wingate,
and I even recalled the illustration of Smithie climbing down the
drainpipe after dark, on his way to the pub. Tom kindly looked it up
for me in his collection, and said there was no cover matching a title
like that, but when I did get hold of it, five years on, I found that
this picture was on the inside of the cover, exactly as I remember it.
The date is June or July, 1933, two months before my eighth birthday.
I never missed a Magnet or Gem after that, until the War when I
suddenly found the shops were no longer stocking them,

RONALD A. NICHOLLS (Hhitchurch): Would it be possible to have an
article in the "C.D." about "Little Folks" published by Cassell about
40 years ago?

E. N. LAMBERT (Chessington): The 21st birthday number of C.D. exceeded
all expectations. It was a pleasant surprise to find a Buddle story
at the end.

I found the article on "Frenk Richards and the Isle of Thanet"
very topical, having recently spent a holiday at Cliftonville. Whilst
there I took the opportunity of visiting Charles Hamilton's house at
Kingsgate. This is wonderful Greyfriars country and one could almost
identify the scenes of the Kent countryside so vividly described in the
"Magnet, "

CHARLES CHURCHILL (Exeter): Congratulations on the splendid special
number - one of the best C.D's I have ever read for allround interest.
I was very pleased to meet Mr. Buddle again.

I was intrigued to read Gerry Allison's article, and to see he has
at last found a Lee he can read right through. It always seems extra-
ordinary to me that so often people who are not keen on the Lee always
seem to pick on one of the later issues. Any Leeite could inform them
that the later Lees were poor. It is well-known that the old series
were superior.

MYSTERY AUTHORS - and OTHERS By 5. Gordon Swan

Durisg the long career of the Boys! Friend Library there are to be found several
instances of mysterious or unexpected authors appearing among the ranks of the regular
contributors. One of the earliest of these is No, 90, The War Lord, by Detective=
Ingpector Coles,

This 1s a story written in a very adult style about two young detectives, Bob
Dawson and Harry Fairfax. Throughout the story an occasional first person appears who
18 supposed to be the author, Detective-Inspector Coles. An examination of Pluck during
1909 brings to 1ight several storles featuring these same characters.

There is 1ittle doubt, judging by the style, that the Scotland Yard man mho 18
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credited with writing these yarns was better known under the name of Michael gtorm,
creator of George Marsden Plummer, who was writing Sexton Blake stories during this period.

Another mystery author 1s Lawrence Miller, whose name appears on the title-page of Ne,
135, The Mystery Man, [ have not been able to Lrace Lhis name elsewhere, although it 18
possible It was used again at some time among the meny perlodicals that flourished In the
early part of the century.

One does not have to read very much of this tale to penetrale the pssudonym of Lawrence
Miller to the real identity that lles beyond, The very theme of the brother and sister
detectives, Morton and Vera Steele, s at once reminiscent of their protolypes, Kit and
cora ™wyford. This similarity, combined with the style of writing, inevitably brings
one to the conclusion that E. W. Alals penned The Mystery Man.

We pass now to a later period in the history of the Boys' Friend Library, the late
tmenties, In 1928 were published ancnymously a number of Ferrers Locke storles which had
previously run s serfals in the Magnet. In an old C,D. Annual most of these were credited
1o Hedley Scott, He did write some of them, tut in the case of No. 147, (New Berles) The
Brotherhood of The White Heather, I venture to differ,

On the title-page it 1s stated to be by "X," but it Iswritten In the unmistakable
style of the creator of Carlac and Kew - Andrew Murray - and it seems to be the only time
he wrote a Ferrers Locke Story,

Another anonymous tale of Ferrers Locke 18 No, 155 (New Serles) The Phantom of the
Dogger Bank, The nautical knowledge displayed in Lhis book, plus the style and the use
of a particular word, bring me to the belief that Devid Goodwin wrote this yarn, The
unusual word is 'scending' and the phrase "the scending deck® is one I have encountered
only in this author!s work.

During this same period of the late twenties a number of unexpected authars were
featured in the famous 1ibrary, The anonymous Crooked Gold, of course is now well known
to be the first Saint story, by Leslie Charteris - The Baint Meets The Tiger. But there
were several other authoars who, while not coming under the heading of "mysterious," would
not normally be expected Lo appear in a llbrary of boys' books published in England,

Most of these were American writers who were pepular at that time, There were about
four stories by J. Allan Dunn, a well=known adventure writer, two about a character known
as Becret Service Bmith, by R. T. M. Scott, and one sea story by Albert Richard Wetjen,
It seemed strange Lo see these names among those of the regular writers such as John
Ascott, David Goodwin, Robert Murray and the rest, particularly as one had already en=
countered some of the same tales In hard cover noveld, notably the Becret Service Smith
tales, which were published under different titles.

Mention should be made of No. 156 (New Serles) The City of 8trife, by Gwyn Evans,

The hero of the story was an old friend of Sexton Blake readers, one Splash Page. On
reading this one 1s surprised to find that the night news editer of the Dally Radlo was
called Jullus Blake, instead of Julius Jones, and that the League of Robin Hood was led
by an American,

Having resd this yarn, one reallses that 1L must have been written prior to Splash
Pege's debut in the Unlon Jack, which explains why the edltor's name had to be changed
from Blake to Jones, As to the leadership of the Robin Hood League, Gwyn Evans must
have decided that It would be mere appropriate for an Englishman to be the chlefl of this
organisation, as, indeed, It was.

There are other points worthy of note but not within the scope of this article.
Whether by writers well known to the general public or by the stock writers, the standard
of stories in the Boys' Friend Library was a high one, In conclusion cne can only
express the regret = which mst be echoed by many other of my contemporaries = that there
1s no such publication flourishing to-day.

Volume "The Scout" 1929 (mint) &1, Bunter, St, Jim's, Rookwood, hardbacks
eachs L vols of Bandwagon (show big mag) 1946 = L8 (Norman Kark pub,) £2,108s, Postage

extra on all, MORLET, 76, ST, MARGARETS RD HAELL W,7.
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