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A JOLLY HARD JOB!

"Writing," said John Betjeman recently, in a TV programme,
jolly hard job." ’

I don't think I would agree with him entirely. At least, not
without some qualification., Obviously, it depends a good deal on the
writer, and on his circumstances.

I have often felt that Charles Hamilton's lot - and the lot of
plenty of other writers like him - was appalling. To have to write
about 60,000 words every week, and to be obliged to meet a deadline,
strikes me as a terrible burden, and one which would drive me up the
wall completely. Even if I could have done it, it would have been
slavery of the worst type. But clearly Charles Hamilton did not feel
that way about it. He enjoyed it; he always had remarkably good
health; and he lived to a ripe old age in spite of it. To him it
was the reverse of a jolly hard job.

For myself, I feel that wiiting is very much like cricket. There
are times when words flow in a stream from my typewriter, under my
gnarled fingers, just as, when & cricketer is in form, the runs flow
from his bat. There are also times when the words will not come at
gll, or if they come' they are not the right omes, just like an out-of-
form batsman who prods and pads and finishes up with the derision of
the spectators.’
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voice!)
Next meeting, Saturday the 9th September, 1967.
M. L. ALLISON
Hon. Sec.

LONDON

To Priardale in .the Middlesex village of Ruislip, alias Rylcombe,
came a goodly number of members to have the August meeting. Bob and
Mrs. Acramsn were the hosts of this new vemue and a great success it
. turned out to be. It was another in- or out-of-doors meeting; the
green lush of the lawn in the garden was a delight for all.

A very excellent report was given by Bob Blythe re his Nelson
Lee library, more books having been bought and more borrowing.

Matters relating to the Maidstone luncheon party were discussed
and arrangements finalised.

An excellent repast was enjoyed by all; great credit to the
hosts.

Josie Packman read a chapter or two from S.B.L. number 229 of
the first series, the story being entitled "The Spirit Smugglers,"
the suthor, G. H. Teed. A very interesting Sexton Blake reading
and thoroughly enjoyed by all present.

A quiz sent by David Hobbs of Seattle and conducted by Ray
Hopkins resulted in a clear-cut victory for the Packmans, Len being
first and Josie being second. Reuben Godsave was in the third place.

"Boys reading girls'books" and vice versa provoked & long and
interesting discussion. Most of those present aired their own
personal views and some of these were very unique.

Bill Lofts, Brian Doyle, Len Packman and Ben Whiter, plus
others, gave out the latest news re publications to come, the Sexton
Blake radio broadcasts to come, the Penguin paper back about the
comic paper characters due out 1st of November. Laughter was caused
when a piece in the curren day's "Sunday Times" gave "Squeak," the
famous "Daily Mirror penguine, as a 'he.' Amazing the mistakes
the pundits make when dealing with the hobby characters.

The Maidstone coach will leave Vauxhall Bridge Road, Victoria,
on Sunday, September 3rd, at 11 a.m. Those participating are asked
te be punctual.

A beautiful day as regards the weather, a jolly meeting and a
hearty farewell from the church bell-ringers nearby. Thanks to the
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hosts were given and numerous cars were handy to convey members to the

station.
UNCLE BENJAMIN

5/— each offered for copies of Puck dated 1933 or 1934.
HEARN, 191 ARBURY ROAD, CAMBRIDGE

BATSOWL WAS BITSY By 0. W. Wadham

Horror fiction in small doses was the policy of Chips in the
first four or five months of 1919.

The popular pink comic had running at that period & most
umsuel serial called, "Batsowl," or "I Will Atone." It seems Batsowl
was a wierd and wonderful being, flying about the country by means of
enormous bat-like wings, so fashioned that they could be draped about
his body like a closk. His eyes gave out a powerful beam, headlight
style.

While almost every other serial story to appear in Chips was
given full-page instalments, and often a page anc a half, "Batsowl"
often had less than half a page. In fact in one 1919 issue, April 19,
the wierd yarn had only half a column! And it was not as well illus-
trated as other serials. Maybe the suthor wanted it that way to keep
readers' imagination working overtime. It would be interesting to
learn how long the story lasted with such short "servings." It was
appearing in 2 two months run of copies I have, with no mention of
any conclusion.

COLLECTORS' DIGEST WHO'S WHO

Readers who have ordered the Who's Who are
reminded that it is not due for publication
till the autumn - probably in late October or
early November.
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