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THE BEST OF MAGNET & GEM

On another page our reviewer writes enthusiastically of the new
publication "The Best of Magnet & Gem," It is undoubtedly excellent
value for money, and it will please all Hamiltonians and those who re-
member, Unfortunately, once again — and this is really quite astonish-
ing - we are receiving widespread reports from readers who are finding
great difficulty in obtaining the new book. On a great many occasions
in recent years we have criticised the obviously inadequate system of
distribution by which customers, anxious to purchase, cannot have their
wants supplied by publishers who, one would have thought, would be
anxious to sell.

A regular columist of the "Daily Telegraph" referred to "The Best
of Magnet & Gem" in his article, and "to refresh failing memories" re-
produced a portrait of Billy Bunter. The columnist also referred to
"the extraordinary fascination" of Charles Hamilton's "fustian school
stories."

"Fustian" seems a somewhat inappropriate word to describe the
Hamilton tales. According to the Oxford dictionary it means "inflated,
turgid, or absurdly lofty language; bombastic, ranting; or, in the 16th
century, jargon, gibberish."

Maybe the columnist himself needed more than a portrait of Billy
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INTERESTING ITEMS

TuE pGSTMAN CALLED EDIT;;"’;“I.?;;TER-BAG

ALEX PARSONS (Tranmere): I was delighted to know that you propose
publishing a Double Number to celebrate October's coming of age. I
think it a remarkable achievement for a magazine such as ours, and
the occasion warrants something extra-special. The extra charge is
to be expected; one can't have two for the price of one.

I've always regretted I didn't discover C.D. when it was born.
As a reader since 1960 I'm only a third form fag, but read the works
of the grave and reverend seniors with respect and admiration. What
a lot of wonderful fellows they are!

Best wishes for a nice fat and juicy D.N.

C. L. PARROW (Boston): Writing of stories in the Gem, Danny days:
'"Next month it was Fatty Wynn who was "A Disgrace to the Study."
He is accused of hogging food in wartime. Actually he is helping a
widow whose husband has been called into the army!'

I cannot fathom this one., How can she be a widow if she has
a husband? However Danny is so enjoysble; we will forgive him this
time. Please let us have more of Danny.

(That Danny of ours is & caution! The use of the English Language
was never his strong point. -ED.

WALTER WEBB (Birminghem): I wonder if you ceught that interesting
bit of conversation on Greyfriars from the commentary-box at
Headingley during India's great fight back in the first Test Match?

I had just switched on in time to hear John Arlott point out the name
of H, Singh on the score-card and ask his fellow-commentators, Alan
Gibson and Trevor Bailey, if they remembered another H. Singh who
bowled consistently well for over half-a-century for Greyfriars. It
was good to hear that both commentators remembered not only Hurree
Bingh and Greyfriars but also some of Inky's performances with the
ball when playing against St. Jim's and Rookwood. Trevor Bailey
remarked enthusiastically that he simply loved reading about Greyfriars
and having seen him play at Edgbaston several times, sometimes with a
feeling of frustration because the Warwickshire bowlers found it
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impossible to shift him from the crease, I must now pay tribute to his
good taste in the literature he used to read before he made his name

on the cricket field. Who said that cricket commentaries were dull?

£. DAVEY (Christchurch): Mr. Lofts' mention of the death of George
E. Rochester reminds me of the time I read his book "The Greystones
Mystery" and then a few weeks later the story by Talbot Baines Reed
"The Master of Shell" and found to my surprise that the former was
apparently & rehash in modern dress of the original T. B. Reed book,
the main plot and details bteing identical.

Can anyone tell me if this sort of thing happens often in their
experience?

LEN WORMULL (Romford): D. R. Clutterbuck, writing in the June C.D.,
made the interesting observation that midnight at St. Frank's was the
signal for half the underworld of London to come swarming over the
walls. He compared it to the calm at Greyfriars, where stealthy
footsteps were usually those of the Bounder or Price returning from
the Cross Keys.

Greyfriars by day, however, had its own quota of "undesirables.'
These were usually tramps and footpads, lurking in the undergrowth,
with cudgels at the ready. Waiting in the wings, so to speak, as
potential 'plot-resolvers.' How C.H. loved these characters! The
master assailed; the schoolboy to the rescue; the complete vindica-
tion. It became almost a trademark of the Hamilton Schools. Indeed,
one could almost visualise the maestro at the pianc with 'Variations
on & theme of Footpad,' by "0ld Covey." He was inclined to overplay
the number; it must be conceded that he did it with a virtuosity
second to none. ILike the famous Paganini Variations, they blended
harmoniously.

FOR SALE: (from the Bill Gander collection): Various copies of
Fun & Fiction 3/6 each; special Christmas Double Number of Fun &
Fiction 7/6; various copies of The Bullseye 4/6 each. Postage
extra. To be offered soon: splendid volumes containing full year of
Boys' Friend from 1901 onwards,

Write, without s.a.e., to Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Rd.,
Surbiton.




