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FIFTY YEARS ON AT ST. FRARK'S:

Our Nelson Lee columnists remind us that it is exactly fifty years
ago since St. Frank's was created, and Nelson Lee and Nipper went to
that school.

In some weys, this event is one of the most remarkable that ever
occurred in the whole of old boys' book lore. It was Maxwell Scott
who created Nelson Lee as a detective, way back in the last decade of
the Victorian era. Not long after, Nipper was added to the cast,
appearing as a schoolboy at St. Ninian's and eventually as Nelson Lee's
assistant. Clearly both detective and school stories were popular at
this time, and Scott had the clever idea of making a link between the
two.

In 1904, the Maxwell Scott story "The Great Unkmown," of very
great length, ran as a serial in the Boys' Friend. This was meinly a
thrilling detective tale, but some sequences were set at St. Ninian's
where Nipper was a schoolboy described as & "semi-millionsire." As a
public school boy he spoke a type of King's English which rather
stretched the bounds of credulity, though readers were unlikely to be
critical on this point.

When the Nelson Lee Library commenced in 1915, it catered for
detective story enthusiasts.  Various writers contributed to the saga.
But in July 1917, exactly 5C years &go, lee and Nipper went to St.
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report as Bob Blythe was on holiday in Wales.

The Sherlock Holmes pub dinner was discussed. Don Webster and
Brian Doyle to get more particulars.

Len Packman gave details of the mini-bus which is to convey
those mewbers who signified their intention to use this transport, to
the "Greyfriars," Wokingham meeting.

Ben Whiter's quiz was won by Millicent Lyle and Larry Morley,
thirds were Bert Staples, Roy Parsons and Josie Packman.

Two readings from "The Boys' Cinema," by Larry Morley were Round
the Campfire by William S, Hart and a paragreph about Charlie Chaplin
and "The Kid!' These were thoroughly enjoyed.

Bill Lofts then displayed the coloured cover of Best of Magnet
and Gem, which will be on sele on July 7th by the Fleetway Publica-
tions. The price will be 3/6. This led to a very lengthy discussion
and debate as to what period was the best in the history of those two
papers. Roger Jenkins, Charlie Wright, Len Packman, Don Webster,
Rey Hopkins were amongst those who voiced their opinions, all of which
were different.

Ray Hopkins rendered a delightful Robinson Cleaver reading taken
from his story "Short Term at Greyminster." Winding up the meeting,
Don Webster read an article from a recent "Daily Mail" issue entitled
"Speaking as one who wields the cane." Written by a north country
headmaster, it invoked a lengthy debate on the subject of corporal
punishment in the achools. A very good discussion ensued and prob—
ably it will be resumed at a future meeting when one and all can air
their views re the subject at the old boys' bocks' schools.

With grateful thanks to the hosts and the many helpers it was
time to wend our way homewards on a very delightful summer's evening.

Next meeting on Sunday, July 16th, at Greyfriars, Hollybush Ride,
Wokingham, Berks. Xindly inform host, Eric Lawrence, if intending to
be present.

UNCLE BENJAMIN

DEATH OF A VERY POPULAR AUTHOR
By W. 0. G. Lofts

It is with very deep regret that I have to record the death of
GEORGE E. ROCHESTER. I only learned of his passing on a recent visit
to Fleetway House.

Older readers of the C.D. will remember that it was my privilege
to meet Mr. Rochester several times, and to report in the C.D. full
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details of his writings and various per-names.

George E. Rochester won fame in juverile fiction for his stories
of the air. His work appeared in dozens of boys papers including
gserials in the MAGNET. The late Charles Hamilton once told me that
his tales read 'like a smack of fresh air.' A former bomber pilot in
the first world war he was shot down and became a prisoner of war, and
so was able to write first hand authentic stories of flying and adven-
ture.

A small man, who never got over the loss of his wife, Mr.
Rochester seemed to lose interest in life, and, after suffering a
stroke, plus a year living in the U.S.A. with a daughter, he entered a
R.A.F. hospital where he eventually died.

Giving pleasure to millions of readers (he wrote over 75 boaks)
George E. Rochester deserved a better and much happier life in his
later years, but his readers will always have happy memories of his
fine stories.

THE BEST OF MAGNET & GEM

We had hoped to be able to give you a review of the forthcoming
publication "The Best of Magnet & Gem.," Unfortunately, at the time of
going to press, no copy of the keenly anticipated book has yet reached
us.

"The Best of Magnet & Cem," published by Fleetway Publications, at
3/6, is due to be on sale in the shops from July 7th. All being well,
we shall review it in our next issue.

WANTED:  MAGNETS 1278 - 1284 (Egypt); 1573 - 1582 (Texas); 1589 - 1598

(South Sess).

W. HOWARD BAKER, 82 GIRDWOOD RD., PUDNEY, S. W. 18.

HAVE YOU YET COMPLETED AND RETURNED YOUR ENTRY FORM FOR
INCLUSION IN CCLLECTORS' DIGEST WHO'S WHO FOR 19677
THIS IS JUST A REMINDER THAT THE LAST DATE FOR RECEIVING
THE FORMS IS July 15th.
DON'T LEAVE IT TOO LATE!

EdTted OY LI ayne, ExcelsIor HOUSE, Urove Road, SUrbIton, SUrTEy.
Litho=duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York,



