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FORTY YEARS ON:
Forty years on, will you ever be yearning
Once more to visit the school down in Kent?
Will you, in aeroplane swift, be returning
To the o0ld place where your schooldays were spent?
Will you spin yarns to the new generation,
Tell of Life's tussles, and victories won?
May you win honour for self and the nation --
Twenty, and Thirty, and Forty years on!

So, just about forty years ago, wrote the Greyfriars Rhymester -
probably Mr. G. R. Samways - in one of the Greyfriars Herald supple-
ments in the Magnet. I have only quoted one verse from what was
rather a pleasant little piece, based, of course, on the famous Harrow
School song.

Forty years back! It was then 1927. A long time ago. Many
of us, with shining morning faces, were creeping like snail, unwill-
ingly to school. If, at that time, we took any notice of the rhyme-
ster's verse, did it cause us to wonder whether, after forty years
had swept by, we should still be "yearning to visit the school down in
Kent."? What would our reply have been if somebody had suggested
that we should still be as keen on Greyfriars - or St. Jim's or St.
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WHEN BIG ONES BOOMED
By 0. W. Wadham

Recently a reader requested an
article on the new comic, The Big
One. He declares the cover charac-
ter, "Smiler," once adorned the old
Knockout under the name of "Mike."

Not having seen The Big One I
cannot comment on it, but it seems
as if that little word "Big" is back
in the boys' comic world once again.
Sixty years ago it was attracting
attention, too.

In 1902 The Big Budget was
really a remarkable effort. It is
doubtful if any other penny paper
provided so much reading, and so

many valuable cash prizes.

C. Arthur Pearson Ltd. were the publishers of The Big Budget, and
a new name in the comic world, if not in the newspaper field, is given
in the further information that the paper is "copyright in the U.S.A.
by William Randolph Hearst."

Hearst was always an enemy of England, and it is rather strange
to find he was connected with a typical English comic weekly.

The Big Budget had 16 pages. Front page character was Bouncing
Billy, a bloke with a flair for fearsomeinventions after the style of
Scientific Silas in Comic Life of later years.

The writers and artists of The Big Budget did not hide their
names from the world. The front page proclaimed that Arthur Brooke
was Editor, and that Yorick was Art Editor. Henry Farmer, Garass
Yorke, Herbert Maxwell, Sydney Drew, Raymond Lee and Henry T. Johnson
provided the fiction, and T. W. Holmes and "Val" most of the illus-
trations to the stories.

Biggest of several cash prizes was an offer of £5 a week for life
(surely as good as £20 of today's money) and even Colonial readers
were catered for in a special competition that offered sixty prizes to
a total value of £100.

A further 1,000 prizes were offered in a simple animal jig-saw
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pieture puzzle. They ranged from £2. 17. O. gramophones to cameras,
watches and literally hundreds of other articles.

There was one comic strip'in The Big Budget that is still going
strong in various newspapers today: "The Katzen-jammer Kids." The
drawing in the copy of The Big Budget I have is signed, but the: signa-
ture is not readable. It seems hardly likely that the same artist is
drawing "The Katzenjammer Kids of today, however, The paper was
twelve years old in 1902, and the "Kids" had been a popular feature for
some time.

Big Budget was a black and white effort. The Big One is colour-
ful in the modern manner, but it can never offer so much in comparison
as that really "big one" of sixty years ago.

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Prizes of the £5 a week for life" class were no
rarity in periodicals of fifty years and more ago. Were prizes of
this nature ever really paid, or was there a catch in it somewhere?
Presumably, to assure anything of the sort, the firm offering the
prize would need to take out an annuity of some sort with an insurance
company on behalf of the prizewimner. I cannot recall any direct
evidence that such prizes were ever awarded, but if they were it is
curious that some enterprising writer has not winkled out the fact to
make the basis for a novel article. The biographer of the late
Horatio Bottomley suggested that there was jiggery-pokery over the
payments of prizes in the very early cnmpetitinns.)

FOR _SALE
Items from the Bill Gander Collection

MAGNETS: Volumes containing the following:

(a) Nos. 1011 - 1037. £14.

(b) Nos. 1090 - 1115, £13,

(c) Nos. 1116 - 1141. £12.

(d) Nos. 1142 - 1167. £12.
Excellent copies, excellent binding.
Also loose Magnets from early red covers up till No. 1000.
Also 48 loose Boys' Friends between Nos. 1306 and 1385 (pgst-ﬂnukwﬂud).
Good copies. &£6.6s. for the 48 copies. Postage extra on sll items.
WRITE FIRST, with s.a.e., to Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Rd.,

Surbiton. |

A further selection from the Bill Gander collection will be offered
next month.
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