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"FAMOUS BARRING OUTS" by E. DAVEY

Having followed for years the numerous rebellions at St.
Franks and other famous fictional public schools, I read N. Wright's
article "Up The Rebels," with real interest.

One of the most famous was at Rugby in 1797, the Headmaster
Mr. Ingles flogged a boy named Astley for lying, unjustly so, and a
riot started. The door of the Head's house was blown open with a
petard, the school bell was rung and fags sent in every direction
carrying "Fiery Crosses" to raise the rebels. The boys then made
a great bonfire in the Close, of desks, doors, books and masters’
belongings. The boys withdrew to a place kmown as the island
completely surrounded by a moat 6ft. deep. There was a drawbridge
and this was pulled up after they crossed. While the magistrate
read the riot act at the front, a crowd of horse dezlers armed with
long whips waded across the moat at the rear and captured the for-
tress.

The result was floggings and expulsion.

The "Great Rebellion" at Winchester in 1793 was one of the
most successful. Dr. Warton, the Head, unjustly "gated" the whole
school and eventually rebellion broke out. The High Sheriff, called
in to restore order, found the outer school gates barricaded, the
stones of the court torn up and carried to the top of the tower as
ammnition and the parapet loosened to hurl against the enemy. Swords
and pikes taken from the school walls were discernible, and the
sheriff and his men discreetly withdrew, discretion being the better
part of valour.

Next morning negotiations were entered into by Dr. Warton
with the sheriff as negotiator. The boys capitulated on condition
that there was to be a general ammesty ani no punishments. Thus the
scholars won the day and gained all they wanted, this being almost
the only instance of such a result in the case of a serious rebellion
at a public school.

I wonder how many people remember other school rebellions
fact or fiction. What about the one in the story "The Three Pre-
fects" led by the trio Steele, Alhouse and Brewer at Clevedon School,
a real action-packed one where the rebels barricaded in the upper
part of the school having commandeered the school's food supply and
the asset of a secret passage that gave them access to the rest of
the school.

1 wonder how many other readers of the "Digest" have favourite
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school rebellions?

LONDON CLUB REPORT (continued from page 27)

The entertainment side of the meeting, after John Wernham, presi-
dent of the club, had distributed numerous copies of his latest opus,
the pair of Gem stories known to collectors as the Outram Series anc
calling it the Jubilee Edition, stated with Len giving a Gwyn Evans
reading about Mrs. Bardell's Xmss Eve. Roger Jenkins followed with &
clever Xmas puzzle. Brian Doyle then read his treatise on the Xmas
Annuals, a stupendous effort and one that the B.B.C. intends to broad-
cast on the Home Service on Boxing Day. Following this Don Webster
conducted his "Letter from Coker to Aunt Judy." Thie was thanking her
for the Xmas present and competitors had to give words the way Horace
Coker would have spelt them. Ron Beck and Winifred Morse were the
joint winners. But in the writer's opinion, the treat of the evening
was the final item, Bill Hubbard's "Finest Period of the Magnet." This
lecture gave the period 1927-34 as the best, in Bill's opinion. A very
fine lecture indeed and greatly enjoyed by the listeners.

Only one sed note at the meeting was the news given out by the
chairman, Bill Lofts, of the passing of Mrs. Madge Corbett, one of the
stalwarts of the Midland Club. Tributes were paid by several who had
met her including the host, Len Packman.

Next meeting at the Richmond Community Centre on Sunday, January
15th, 1967. Directions as to how to get there will appear in the

newsletter. UNCLE BENJAMIN

HARDY ANNUALS: On December 27th Brian Doyle featured in the radio
programme "Home This Afternoon." He was discussing Hardy Annuals, the
Anmuals in question being those volumes which helped to make Christmas
for us before the war. Delightfully put together and beautifully
delivered, the talk was a real treat for all who remember

LIVERPOOL'S DICK PENFOLL. Get Frank Shaw's Oxtail Bock of Scouse
Verse - funny, fresh, illustrated with music. GEAR PRESS, 39a ST. ANNE
STREET, LIVERPCOL. THREE BOB.

SALE: Bound volume "The Captain" April to September, 1907. Excellent

order, £1. "Boys Own Ammal," 1917-18, price 15/-. FPostage extra.
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