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A WHITE CHRISTMAS

I haven't the
heart to wish you a
White Christmas.
After &ll, your bones,
like mine, may have
seen long service and tend to | wes always a white Christmas in the
ache when the icy wind blows Christmas Numbers - and we loved it.
chill. Your head, like mine, may . Apart from the cemic papers, which
have long been denuded of fur so ' were a joy at Christmas time, those
that the snow flakes melt on your special numbers did not really
nsked pate. Your circumference, always come up tc expectation, as
like mine, may have spread so far some of us will admit. There were
that it is no longer easy to nego-i of ten too many pages of advertise-
tiate snowy paths and slushy roads ments, and stories of barring-outs
with so much weight to carry. : or boys kidnapped in caves or a
Much water has flowed under Lendon: Christmas with a smuggler on the
Bridge since we bought the Cavan- high seas just didn't seem right.
dale Abbey series or first read of But I am carping.

Handforth on the trail of a i In 1966 we still think of

Christmas ghost.
In the old days, as
soon as December came in
with its frost and murk,
we began to think of
Christmas Numbers. There
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UF__THE REBELS :
By N. Wright

Few fictional schcols have not had revolts and rebellions.
Greyfriars, St. Jim's, Rookwood and St. Frark's have prcbably had more
than any others. But even such obscure academies zs Greyhouse, St.
Kits and St. Kildas have had thousands of words devoted to the fast
moving stories of schoolboy revolt. DMost 0.B.B. collectors enoy
reading such tales, many of them even thrive on them, But how many
have chuckled and said to themselves "Very good, but this could never
happen in reality." Probably a lot.....But they would be wrong!

Most of the great Public schools of Britain have, at some time
in their long histories had revolts. Some have been large, some have
been small, all have shown the spirits of youth.

One of the earliest revolts worthy of mention tock place at
Eton in 178%, when the boys revolted against an unpopular headmaster
nared Dr. Davies. After a list of grievances had been ignored by
the head the rebellious schoolboys became viclent and drove the head-
master from the school, forcing him to take shelter in the Provost's
lodge. The rebels followed up this victory by smashing all of the
windows in the school, and destroying the unpopular head's papers and
furniture, together with the flogging block. The masters, seeing
thet things were getting a little out of hand, and wishing to restore
order before some cheerful idiot tried te set fire tec the school, gave
way to some of the rebels requests and thus ended the rebellion. Due
to the damage that the rebels had caused the boys were sent home early
for the Christmas Holidays, a treat that must have been greatly
appreciated by all and sundry. ‘

A revolt that caused widespread publicity occurred at West-
minster school in 1791, when the whole school wes punished for a crime
committed by one pupil. A polite letter was sent to the school
wardens, who were to inflict the punishment, asking that the one cul-
prit be punished and the rest of the school be exempt. The letter
wes not answered and revolt flamed up. The school keys were seized
and the rebels locked out their wardens, and captured the tower over
the school gate. Provisions were confiscated from the school shop,
and weapons were gathered ready to repel invaders. News of the revolt
spread like wild fire and a huge crowd, thousands strong gathered at
the gate tc see what the result would be. A Magistrate was called
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to deal with the trcuble and he saw that tre toys had good reszson for
revolt, He thus forced the wardens to give into the boys' just
demands. The revolt erded, but as scon as the wardens were once more
firmly established in the school they brushed aside the magistrate‘s
judgement and carried out their unjust punishmert of the whole school.
This enraged many pupils and some resigned their places as & protest
against the wardens actions. But this did little, or no good &nd the
rebels were forced to "Toe the line."

An unusual rebellion occurred at the Ley's school in the 1870's.
It began wher: the toys were refused a whole holiday in order tc cele=-
brate the birthday of Queen Victoria. The boys gathered outside the
headmaster's house and dared him to come out. The headmaster in
desperation called in the Police, but the rebels learnt of this and
a0 they gathered on the school playing fields end prepared to resist
the Police. This they sccomplished by throwing stones at the police=
men's mounts causing them t¢ threw their riders. The rebels were
eventually starved out, and their leaders were expelled. There ended
the last major rebellion to take place at an English school.

If you wish to read of a rebellion today, then you must lock your-
self away in the never, never land of the "Magnet" and "Gem," the
"Nelson Lee" and the S.0.L. and re-live with the youthful heroes who
grace their pages the excitement and thrills of the rebellions that
they encountered in the 1920's and 1930's.
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ALMOST ALL COFIES OF COLLECTOES DIGEST
ANNUAL FOR 196€ ARE Now BOOKED! WE
SHALL HAVE NO MOEE WHEN THE STOCK IS

EXHAUSTED. HAVE You ORDERED TOURS?




