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AUSTRALIA

The June meeting was held at Ernie Carter's home, in the midst
of his huge collection and in the glow of a warm radiator.

After dealing with preliminary bueiness, the next hour was spent
listening to a tape recording of David Hobbs of Seattle's visit to
Bill Gander's home in Transcona. We have all known Bill for so long,
and it was a delight to sit in on this most entertaining tape. Warm
club thanks to David.

Bill and David ranged over a wide variety of topics, and the
visual was looked after by 3 beautiful colour sneps. It is to be
hoped that Bill will decide, as-David suggests, to visit his many
friends in England one day.

Then our host brought out steaming cups of coffee. After this,
some members left, while the remazinder settled down to view Sunset
Boulevard on T.V.

It is hoped that Melbournian Tom Dobson will be with us at our
next meeting. Not too sure of the location, Tom, but will advise.

SYD SMYTE

Nelson Lees (0ld Series) for sale and exchange -
P. HARLEY, 214 SALTWELLS RD., DUDLEY WOOD, CRADLEY HEATH, STAFFS.

NOW IN ACTIVE FREPARATION - - - -

COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1966.

WATCH FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS



YOUR _HOBBY NEEDS YOU!
suggests Norman Wright

I read with great interest the editorial article in the June
issue of the C.D. on the future of the hobby, and speaking as "One
who knows" I can comment on the "Younger generations" view of the
hotby. The Australian reader who wishes to introduce "Batman" and
"Superman" fans to Hamiltonia etc., will probably be overjoyed to
learr. that there is a nucleus of "young people" who are interested,
and who do in fact take an active part in reading and collecting the
0ld papers. At the last meeting of the London clut there were over
five members (including myself) who were under 18 years of age, and
who all are very keen on the "Magnet" "Gem" Nelson Lee" etc.

I have been interested in the hobby for several years now and I
am sure that I shall remain interested for many, many, meny, years to
come, and I am sure that this also applies to Nicholas Bennett and
the other members of my age.

Probably the greatest barrier that prevents younger people taking
an interest in the hobby is the very high prices that are asked for
the old papers. Even club members sometimes charge what can only be
called exorbitant prices.

In reply to this many members may say that these young members
can borrow the books from the club library. But this is like saying
that a person who is interested in coins can visit a museum and look
at coins to his hearts content and never need to spend any of hie own
money on coins, This would be wrong, for interest in a hobby can
only be sustained if one has a collection of one's own to browse
through; this gives one a feeling that something has been achieved.

I therefore ask all C.D. readers to try and keep the prices of
tooks as low as possible, to avoid selling books to dealers, and in
doing so to prolong the life of the hobby and allow many more genera-
tions to erjoy the stories that they enjoyed. This plea will probably
be in vain as there are those amongst you who buy the old books not for
enjoyment but only to sell at high prices for a high profit. But at
least I hope that a few of you may see the sense of my argument.....
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