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YOUR EDITOR IS AL¥AYS PLEASED TO
HEAR FROM YOU.
WRITE TO HIM AT
"Excelsior House", Grove Road,
SURBITON.

WE LIVE AND LEARN

It is rather remerkable, in this hobby of ours, how something
fresh is always turning up. In an article, in this month's
Collectors' Digest, Mr. W. O. G. Lofts writes of his discovery of yet
another series which was started by Charles Hamilton - a series of
school and feotball tales centred at Pelham College.

I have read the story to which Mr. Lofts refers, and I have no
doubt at all that it was written by Charles Hamilton. A clue to
the age of the tale is found when, towards the end, the author follows
the practice of many Victorian and early Edwardian writers of changing
from the past into the present tense.

I should add that I was zble to read the story through the trust-
ful generosity of Mr. Lofts who loaned it to me from his fine
collection of Number Ones.

Things like this turn up just when we think we know everything.
Apart from Mr. Lofts's discovery, I have found out something for my-
self which I did not know before, though some readers may shudder at
my ignorance. My few copies of the Dresdnought are those which con-
tain reprints of the old Magnet tales. They are of similar size and
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(Interesting items from the

THE POSTMAN CALLED Editor's letter-bag)
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STAN KNIGHT (Cheltenham): What a grand "Easter Egg" edition of C.D!

One goes "Crackers" over Henry Webb's fine cover, and the inside in-
gredients are every bit as good. Danny is, as usual, full of nostalgic
reminders of days and events long pest. The Nelson Lee Column is al-
ways of especial interest, and this month's reference to the Great
Flood series reminds me how I was thrilled by this same series as a boy.

W.J.A. HUBBARD (Leytﬂnstnne): With regard to the reprinting of
articles written long ago, I fear that I, as a contributor who 1s
likely to have articles reprinted, must protest against such a decision.
I ar all for variety, but there are dozens of old pspers that have only
been given a general review. Such papers are the B.0.P., Chums, The
Captain, The Girls' Friend, and there are many others.

I must compliment Gerry Allison on the way he stood up for J. N.
Pentelow. As I stated in my article "The Wycliffe Saga" in the 1959
C.D. Annual, the Wycliffe stories alone would have been sufficient to

establish Pentelow as a writer of more than ordinary interest and
power.

RAY BENNETT (Solihull): I am not in favour of reprinting old articles.
The C.D. would lose something by repetition. Anyway, what would you
omit in order to find space? Pertaps Danny - but this would undoubted-

ly cause a storm of protest from his fans.
I am quite satisfied with the contents of C.D., but would welcome

more contributions which depart frem the well-beaten track. There

must be tremendous scope for material in Boys' Cinema, Champion,
Triumph, and the old Thomson Papers. I notice we sometimes tend to
wander into foreign territory, e.g. William, and other hardbacks.
Please, Editor, a firm hand.

(William, at least, has a very large following among C.D. readers 5D, )

LES FARROW (Bﬂstﬂn): As @ comparative newcomer to C.D., 1 would welcome
the reprinting of o0ld articles. I think this could te done without
cutting out anything. My solution is tc increase the size of C.D. by

8 pages, and put up the price to 2/6. 1 am sure nobody would grumble
st the increase. Simple solution, is it not?

M. HALL (Penryn): I share Mr. J.P.H. Hobson's sentiments. Being a
regular reader of the Rover, 1 have reed many fine stories recently,

and it seems a pity that we never know the authors' names. 1 was a
regular reader of Dixon Hawke Library, along with Sexton Blake, before

the wer, and I have written to the editor of Rover suggesting a reprint
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of one or two Dixon Hawke series, as we have had old favourites return-
ed like Wolf of Kabul and the Red Mcgregor. I also am grateful to the
Thomson Press for keeping an old favourite going and sticking to
stories that are read and are not just picture strips.

W.0.G. LOFTS (Lordon): I am against the reprinting of old articles.

I have had hundreds of articles published in C.D., but I would not like
any of them to appear again. As you so rightly say, a lot of the early
ones were full of errors whick have been corrected down the years.

JOHN TOMLINSON (Burtan—ﬂanrent): Most St. Jim's lovers, if asked who
was the last cad to reform, would say Levison. But was he? In one of
the post-war stories "Down & Out," Gilmore is one of the decent
cricketing seniors, and Cutts and St. Leger are on their own. Yet in
every Gem I have read, Gilmore was as bad as Cutts. When did Gilmore
reform?

(We have a feeling that Gilmore, like Sefton, was expelled in the white
cover era. Charles Hamilton's memory. of distant minor facts played
him false now and then. -ED.)

BILL SHARPE (&ustralia): I doubt whether reprints of articles on the
old "bloods" would have general interest. There do not seem to be
many collectors interested in them. Personally, Danny's Diary doesn't
interest me much - but this is because it antedates the period of my
own boyhood. I adore Slade stories. Wish they could be in book form.

H. CHAPMAN (Barton-on-Humber): I would like to suggest that the name
of the Nelson Lee Column be changed to bring in the name of Brooks.
Very few readers show interest in the Lees apart from the Brooks'
stories. In any case, substitute "section" for "column," as a Column
is not enough for the subject.

Miss E.B. FLINDERS (Hitchin): When I first started reading tre Gem I
thﬂught'Gussy spﬂiled all the stories. It was not till I pretended he
spoke in a la-di-da Oxford accent that I began to like him, and in the
end he became my favourite character., If he had been modernised as
tre years went by and most of his silly affectations dropped I believe
the Cem would have been a lot more popular. By the way, we don't hear
much of the Gem in C.D. these days.
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DEATH OF ARTHUR HARRIS

A couple of months ago Arthur Harris of Llandudno was sending us his tribute to
the memory of Frank Pettingell. Now Arthur Harris himself has passed on,
About two years ago Mr, Harris suffered the loss of his wife, Irene, and he never
recovered from the blow, His health steadily declined after Irene's death.
Arthur Harris's main interest was in comic papers published before the first world
war, and he is reputed to have had a large collection of them, With his death the ceollecting
‘an _expert in his own sphere - and a very kindly and charming personality, .
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