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later became editor of CHICKS OWN and worshipped his own creation
LUPERT THE CHICK. More comic strips incluaed "The Adventures of Help-
ful Horace" and "The Doings of those Darling Ducke." The reader can
glean from the very first issue that there was more comic strip
material thar written work. No. 2. issue had as its main story
"Princess Sugarlips" by Peter Cavan - a writer I do not kmow - plus
its usual comic strips. Iu No. 10 the story got slightly more for the
older child - "H.urry and Kitty in Africa" by Hilda Brierley - a
prolific writer of girls' stories. I do not know her identity. No. 11
contained a school story "No Cash! or hard times at St. Ives" by Jack
Lewis - the real name of LEWIS JACKSON of SEXTON BLAKE/LEON KESTREL
fame - who was a Billy Bunter figure himself in his last years at
Brighton - a very popular writer indeed and greatly loved by all.
Whereas before the readership had been zimed at a 5-9 age-group, from
this issue it catered for the 7 to 12 group.

Other contributors of tales included such well-known writers as
"Bpsil Baldwin" (Balfoure Ritchie - who was later editor of THE BOYS
FRIEND mer% "Morton Pike" (D. H. Parry of ROBIN HOOD and histori-
cal tales fame) Fenry T. Johnson, "John Grenfell" (Gilbert Flloyd - or
better known as DUNCAN STORM of the BOMBAY CASTLE fame stories, Horace
Philips - (MARJORIE STANTON of the Morecove school yarns) and C. Louis
Pearce. The reader can easily see the sudden rise of more mature
readership by the inclusion of these writers, despite the paper still
including quite a few comic strips.

Artists in this period included Leonard Shields, the famous
MAGNET illustrator, a Yorkshireman with close cropped hair, who died
leaving a fortune from wise investments; ard not from illustrating.
Philip Hayward, another Greyfriars illustrator, and R. J. MacDonald,
the GEM artist, who started out as = Music-hall artist. Willis Read-
ing and that brilliant small Irishman J. Louis Smyth, whose drawings
for BULLSEYE/FUN AND FICTION/FIREFLY/EUITERFLY/FILM FUN/SURPRISE and
other papers is still admired by many collectors.

No. 27 of WONDERLAND TALES which Mr. Wadham has, was the first
issue to be double size, though they cut the pages down a lot so
readers were only getting the same quantity of reading! TIGER TIM'S
TALES likewise changed format at this period and for a short time the
contents were practically all written material, which would give rise
to the opinion that it was not a comic at 2ll.

No. 48 dated June 12th 1920; apart from having in a sense two
titles WONDERLAND tales and weekly - started to get very juvenile
again in style - with comic strips coming well to the fore - especially
on the front page. "The Adventures of Mr., Toots" - the Wonderland Cat
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and his little friends Dicky Duck and Georgie Merry Mouse. Another
slight plagerism on the famous Bruin boys, which surely were the most
used and money-spimning comic characters of all time. At this period
it had a total of 9 different comic strips running, with 15 in all by
issue No. 77 right until the end. As already mentioned it became a
comic for the very juvenile towards its final issue, and I feel sure
that even the editor did not kmow what age group it was really aiming
at.

I don't suppose one would call it a failure with two years runm,
but to echo the words of Gerry Allison, one did get wonderful artists
and value for money in those days; and ardent comic enthusiasts could
do no better than get hold of some of those 1+d WONDERLAND TALES -
which in my humble opinion should be classed as a comic.

LAST FLING? NOT ON YOUR NELLIE!

The December issue of the Canadian magazine SATURDAY NIGHT, which
has reached us by the courtesy of Mr. Bill Gander, contains a long
article entitled "Billy Bunter's Last Great Gorge," by Dan 0'Neill,
Possibly your reaction may be a suppressed yawn and an involuntary
"What! Another of them!," in view of the flood of these Bunter
articles which have been dropping in from all over the world during
the past twelvemonth.

Nevertheless, the writer of the article seems better informed than
most of the flock of pro writers who have had a nibble at Bunter, even
though there is nothing new in the article. Generally Mr, 0'Neill
seems to be laughing with his subject rather than at it, so he passes
the test.

At the end he comments "This must be the end," but, wisely, he
recalls an article his magazine published in 1963 which referred to
"Curtains for Sexton Blake," But Blake soon came back.

As to Bunter, well, he is not likely to go for meny years to come.
For the past six months or so we have known that Odham's had in view
the issue of BILLY BUNTER'S HOLIDAY ANNUAL. We now learn, by courtesy
of Brian Doyle, that this Holiday Annual is to be issued next Septerber
at 9/6, and the contents will comprise stories of Greyfriars, St. Jim's,
and Rookwood, the main story being entitled "Saving Bunter's Bacon,"
apparently originating from the Magnet of the early thirties. I wonder
whether it may appear mercifully without another great flood of
publicity.

***#**
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