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appears that
when they were
up they were up, and when they were down they were down. And when
they were only helf way up, they were neither up nor down.

Quite evidently he was a rather undecided and vacillating old Duke
of York. He was created, not inappropriately, for a version of the
pantomime "Mother Goose.,"

Sometimes we ocurselves, like the Grand Old Duke, do not lmow
whether we are coming or going. We review new books which you prob-
ably won't be able to buy, no matter how much you and your newsagent
and bookseller may struggle to get them.

We joined with the national press and a score of other periodi-
cals in shouting Magnet Number One from the roof-tops. We were
delighted to hear of the printing of 50,000 copies - a number which was
bumped up to 90,000 and finally went to 130,000, It seemed that, as
the result of the success of Magnet No. 1, we were to get Billy Bunter's
Holiday Book. One of our correspondents who saw a raugh proof of it
told us what excellent value for money it would be with its stories of
the three Hamilton schools, its coloured pictures, its poems and odds
and ends., Further we learned that a new kind of Magnet was to be
published at the rate of two issues a month, reprinting the old stories.
We were sad to learn that the first two stories selected were not by
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or fiction, this is a fascinating and powerful story, and one in
which the interest never flags from start to finish. The inventive
faculty of the author is something to arouse admiration in that the
narrative holds a sustained level throughout. There are no falter-
ings of the pen, no dull interludes, and this is noteworthy in a
story that provides about nine hours reading!

From the early instalments the tale appears to be by an anony-
mous writer, but to later chapters the name of Ernest Treetin is
appended, and one is glad that the authorship did not remain in
obscurity.

Bach of these stories is, in its way, a tour-de-force, and I
count it as a privilege that, in obtaining some old volumes of the
Boys' Realm, I have been enabled to read the work of three authors
who are no longer with us but whose literary creations remain to
give lustre to their names.

P T T S T R I N D N L I * * * X ® *
URGENTLY WANTED: Magnets Nos, 773 and 850. Gem 493. £1 each
offered for good copies, or liberal exchanges.

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON,

WANTED: Modern Boys, Dreadnoughts, Girls Crystals, School
Friends (pre-war). Details toi-

K, ELLIOTT, 20 ST. JAMES STREET, MOONER PONDS,
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.

EXCHANGE
GEMS. 1230, 1357, 1358, 1359, 1403, 1515, 1516, 1518, 1521.
MAGNETS 356, 638, 643, 649, 830, 918, 1034, 1298, 1546. Six 'Red’
(minus covers).
$.0.L. 193, 313, 331, 332, 334, 337, 340, 342, 345, 394.
WANTED URGENTLY: DIXON HAWKE LIBS.

McMAHON, 54, HOZIER CRES., TANNOCHSIDE, UDDINGSTON
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URGENTLY WANTED: Magnet No, 52. £2 offered for good copy. -

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON.

FOR SALE: 50 odd DETECTIVE WEEKLY'S, 2 CHUMS ANNUALS, 12 volumes
LITTLE FOIKS.  The lot £11 (post free).
MR. J. LENNARD, 24 SAXON CROSSWAY, WINSFORD, CHESHIRE.

WANTED:  MAGNETS 1377, 1383, 1390, 1408, 1410, 1413, 1415, FIT for
BINDING.
MOOR HOUSE, LANGLEY AVENUE, BINGLEY, YORKS.

FOR SAIE: ~ NELSON LEES Second New Series, 2/6 each. Postage
Extra.

. NORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOOL, 7.

FOR SALE: Boy's Own Ammuals, 1884/5 (2 plates missing) 50/-, 1888/9

T€ plates missing) 45/-; Champion Anmuals 1949, 1952 (poor) 2/6 each;
Boy's Own Companion 1960 5/-; 53 copies B.0.P. Nov.1957-March 1962, £1.
Cassell's Book Sports & Pastimes 1911, £1; Every Boy His Own Mechanic
B. E. Jones (Cassell 1922) 10/-. First 4 Sexton Blake (Mayflower 1965)
Mint, 10/-. Plus postage. MILLER, 50 EILLSIDE GROVE, N.14.

TERILL-PACKED, HEART-WARMING - Brimming over with fine articles, stories

and pictures from the past: .
COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965

Gerry Allison contributes WTHE EDITOR'S DECISION WAS FINAL." S. Gordon

Swan writes "A GALAXY OF GIRLS." Otto Maurer gives us "THE BIOGRAPHY

OF ROLAND QUIZ." Derek Smith tells us all about "WALLY HAMMOND - and

CLOYNE." A dish to get before a king. Something for everybody.
COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Burrey.
‘Litho-duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York.




