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SAME STORY:

Reports
continue to
flow in from
readers who
would buy the
Sexton Blake
Library if it
were possible
to do so.

My person-
1 al experiences
this month are illuminating. I had a dozen copies on order from my
newsagent, who, incidentally, sells hundreds of general paperbacks.
My S.B.L's never came in, though the newsagent fought tooth and nail
to get them. On September 20th, we rang up the wholesalers, Messrs.
W. H. Smith & Son of Bridge House, Vauxhall. The first excuse made
was that the S.B.L. had not been published this month. Yet my news=
agent had before him & number of copies which I had bought in Bentall's
of Kingston. The next excuse was that Smith's wholesale department
had received none this month. So, presumably, every newsagent in the
land who uses Smith's wholesale department is without any S5.B.L's this
month.

T rang up Mr. Howard Baker who has tried hard to improve matters.
His reply was: "There is really nothing more we can do about it."

Walter Webb writes me: "Being selective will not help the S.B.L.,
which is still striving for stability,” Which is really cute. It
doesn't matter whether you are selective or not when you can't buy the
3.B.L. for love or money. The publishers clearly sre quite satisfied
with casual sales. For regular supporters they could not care less.

THE LATE MR. J. S. BUTCHER:
In recent months we have had a great many letters concerning
























































































Page 31

REVIEW

COMPANY OF BANDITS: Jack Trevor Story
(Maytlower 3/6)

The plot is one of robbery, a £2,000,000 banknote robbery. (1t's
easy to see where the inspiration for this came from.

The planning of the robbery and the establishing of its routine
are carefully worked out, and take up the major part of the book.
What is it that brings 16 ordinary people together, and holds them
together while they plan the most audacious crime, ever?

Why don't they fear betrayasl of their plans to the police?

Blake on the scene before the crime can only move againat them
when the robbery is committed. When the time comes he refuses.

Jack Story gives the answers to these questions in, what was
for me one of the most enjoyable Blake books I have read for a long
time.

Blake and Tinker work together on this case and are presented
in a way that should meet with the approval of all readers.

It is not the traditional type Blake story, and because of this
might not meet with the approval of the "Old Guard" readers, but for
the Blake reader with an open mind, and the casual buyer, it's a must.

The humorous tongue-in-cheek style for which Mr. Story is well
known is in evidence here, with an underlying note of seriousness and
social comment for the more thoughtful reader.

More from this author please!
Ray Norton

WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing any of the
following: MAGNETS 52; 131 to 149 inclusive; 195; 205; 237; 238;
239; 277; 318; 319; 353; 386 to 400; 417; 422; 435; 752; 753; 762;
763; T73; 809. Most issues between 821 and 890; 900; 921; 924; 925;
936; 938; 940; 942; 943; 946; 951; 965; 967; 988; 996. GEMS: 493;
Some issues between 801 and 832, Also Nos, 935; 9533 9543 956; 975
980; 984; 985; 947; 990; 992; 993; 998. POPULARS: 183; 190; 452;
455; 466; 474. Early Penny Populars: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 58.

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY .

WANTED: GEMS up till No. 1379 then 1452, 1512, 1526, 1531. Write
with price required to:-

LOFTS, 56, SHERINGHAM HOUSE, LONDON, N.W.1.
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BACK T0 1921
By H. Machin

Do you recall that passage from George Sempson's "English for the
English" (1921) - one of the best and most practical books I have ever
read on the teaching of English:-

"There is a great deal of nonsense talked about the reading of boys
- their Gems and their Magnets, their wild and woolly cowboys and their
super-Sherlockian sleuth-hounds, their dashing schoolboy heroes and
their utterly villainous cads. In the main these slandered 'dreadfuls'
are entirely wholesome and almost fiercely moral. The fact that
magistrates periodically demounce them from the bench need not surprise
us, for the utterances of magistrates upon all matters connected with
education are usually beneath contempt. A year's reading of the boy is
probably much healthier than a year's reading of the magistrate. Boys
could not find, if they sought for it, literature so deliberately perni-
cious as the matter in most of our newspapers.

"The stories produced for boys are vastly better than most of the
novels produced for adults.

"The boys who devour the weekly 'bloods' are the hopeful boys;
the hopeless ones are those who are not interested even in Sexton Blake."

Of course, this was in 1921 - there are no boys' periodicals today.
URGENTLY WANTED: Magnet No. 773
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY .

MERSEYSIDE REPORT (continued from page 28)..

immortal characters.

The next meeting, October 10th, is our annual general meeting, so
it would be appreciated if every single member made a very special
effort, not only to attend, but also to arrive early.

FRANK UNWIN
DON'T BE DISAPPOINTED! Have you ordered the Greatest, most
Remarkable, Annual in the World.
COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965.
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