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T"'AWord from
the SKIPPED,

On the Subject of Facts—and Fiction. '-]

SEX — AND THE SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY

During June I received from Mr, Stanley Smith of Ipewich a lons
letter which contained a strong attack upon the policy of the new
Sexton Blake Library. The following are a few extracts, taken out
of context, from wr. Smith's letter:

"I was so sure thst the June issue of C.D. would contain - in
the correspondence columns, in Blakiana, and in the Editorial -
severe condemnation of tiie excesses of the Sexton Blake Library. I
even had an idea that there mi mouncement that C.D, was
going to cease publishing revie further publiczity to the
Sexton Blake Library.... As I as so very certain that
others would feel the same as I do and ‘iat 'The ches of Nottin:
H:.ll' would prove to be the last straw.. The ent on sex i
the latent sadism of so many of fne StO‘."l‘:‘n hzs %een a distur
feature.... Only a few years ago, 'The Witche: of Notting Hill'
would have been banred, I ar sure, and rightly so."

Mr. Smith has teen z good friend of mine for 2 long time, he has
been a keer supporter of Collectors' Di since its very early days,
and he is a knowledgeahle memher of our Iis opiniong are valu-
able, and carry welight On the other han- 4 large number of our
readers buy the 5.B.L. every month, and t.»lce a big interest in its
future. To sweep the modern Blake from our pages would be something
we could not do unless the mE.JOI‘lt}' of our Blalfe raaders felt that
























































































THE

fTat o Atens [ror !
POSTMAN CALLED R
GEOFFRE. WILDE (Leeds): 7ite reai diffiru » L suppose, ir in wivii:

Blake the authentic glamour he once possessec in an age when every-
thing is invested witk the =sume glo ss-prociction synthetic
flavour. Personally I feel the answer is an all-out investment in
the lusting quality of some of the wsrestest old-timers, by reprint—
ins them virtu=1ly e they stuud wita the words "A Sexton Blake
Classic" boldly splashed acrcss the cover. If the reading publie
is too far gone in indifference the ventyre will fail anyway; butl I
feel there is a real chance tnat they car. te drawn into the allure
of Blake's past achievement., Blake history is something that should
be played up, not down. All those little sslutes from well-known
authors ard retired Scotland Yard men keep hinting that there is a
history — why not put readers fully in touch with it?
GEORGE SELLARS (Sheffield): I have always thought that Jimmy Silver
was elected =8 caplain a few weeks at'ter arriving at Rookwood, and
not Tommy Dodd. Maybe Danny is a bit mixed up. What do you think?
(Danm' was right., Tommy Dodd became captain. No doubt Danny will
be putting ue wise when Jimmy eventually attains that lofty posi-
tion, It ie, of course, possible that if those stories were re~
vrinted in the 5.0.L. (or in the Popular), some changes may have
been mzde by the e.itor. But many of the stories of Rookwood were
never reprinted. - ED.)

H. MACHIN (Preston): Collectors' Digest for June - a most delightful
feast of reading.

STAN KNIGHT (Cheltenh:—.m): It was nice to he greeted by the repro-,
duction of the Nelson Lee cover "Nipper at St, Frarxe," I have never
seer. this number although I have the reprirt of the story in the N.L.
3rd series, Lt was nice alsc to be reminded of tne 50th arniversary,
and I enjoyed the write-up in the centre | of C.Ds

WALIER WE sirminghan): The old controversy of sex in the S.B.L.,
which really set Blakiana alight some years ago, has fanned into

fleme agair - and with a vergesnce where the story "Witches of
Notting Hill" is concerned, Having reac this novel for review
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purpeses, 2 8x: nlcr any suggestion
that cer nature. ndi 1 did not care
t does rnot appeal te me, though

=slone, How-
iker and Pedre were prominently
or the 1l¢ hose ingredi-
It cont i
: 8¢x element,
- - 'wh necessarily bad - =
offensive whether uttered on radic or television or seen in prmt. A
lot of it is unneceseary, =aud I o not care for it in my Elake reading,
but there was no epithet in the story deserving the label "dirty."

In an age where “lage must stand or fall by the standards it has
set, I feel the publishers are justified in combining first-class novels
with an element of sex, and that criticism be applied only whern the sex
elemer:t increases to the detriment of the story. At the present I con-
sider the balance rezsonable nnd that every support should be extended
to editor and publishers to keep such s worthwkile institution as Sexton
Blake & Co going for as long as they possibly can.

Miss E.J. PATE (Sydney): Ias srything further teen decided about a

club emblem? Too good ar idea to let pass.

(The idea is being kept in mini, and w- hope that in due courae it may
be possivle to put it into practice. -ED.

J. A. WARK (Du.noon): Can you settle s little argument? My friend would
not agree with me when I msintained thet Mr. Railton returned to his
post minus one arm after his service in the first World War, He says
that all mocdern yarns and pictures stow the Housemaster as having two
arms, I think that my memory is correct and that maybe o sub-writer
deprived Railton of an arm, ard the old muestro restored is,

(Mr. Railton was weunied, but we have vno recollection of his ever having
lost an arm. "The Housemister's Homecomdrs" will no doubt be mentioned
in Danny's Diary soon. -ED.

H. MACHIN (Preston): I recall my deli
Fo@:_t_a Ger on spec. I 'raﬂtlcm.\
genuine Gem agzin. °
early stories were *o
bouwht a copy of Li
one chapter 1 knew

featured, which
ents I like fo
other novels in
on occasion waes

wnen I
I had {inished
the meater pen.
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