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THE LITTLE THINGS THAT G&m

In last month's "The Postman Called" we quoted a reader who gave
high praise to a recent Sexton Blake novel and who commented: "All it
lacked was the 'guv'nor' touch from Tinker!" This month we guote
another reader who enquipes: "Since when did Tinker object to being
called Tinker and wish t@ be called Edward Carter?"

For years we have received the same wistful complaints. I must
confess that I can't for the life of me see why Tinker should not
address Blake as "Guv'nor" in the new series. Long, long ago, no
doubt, it was the sign of the cockney waif addressing his mester, but
that aspect of the case disappeared before any of us was borm, lo-
day the term "Guv'nor" is no longer the badge of the cockrey. In
fact I doubt whether modern cockneys use it at all.

"Guv'nor" is used in many high walks of life, including Scotland
Yard, and it would not demean Tinker or date or lower the standard of
the tales in the slightest, Quite the reverse,

Some months ago I suggested to . Howard Baker that Zlake's car
should once again be named "The Grey Panther." lany peo have nick-
names for their cars whether they te Rolls or Rentleys or raords.

"Guv'nor" and "The Grey Panther" were associated with the detec-
tive's finest years. 'Why not bring them back? The publicity for
the new series was mainly directed at older readers who loved Blake,
Tinker, and Pedro in the past. Those readers would welcome warmly a
poderate return to "Guv'nor" and the "Grey Panther." It's the little
























































































THE
(Interesting iters fror

FOBTMAN l-'.‘-AI-I..ED Editorts Letter-bag)

DEREK SHITH (Clapham Park): 1 waa interested to see In this April issue how the old
Doys' books part of my hobby overlaps my original pastime of collecting detective
fictlon, The 11st of contributors to the Union Jack, etc., included the names of many
0ld crime writers = for example Aobert and Marle Conner Lelghton, Francis Beeding and
Coralle Btanton and Heath Hosken, creators of Miriam Lemaire, Honey Lender (1906) one
ot the wickedest women in Edwardian literatursl

1'm afraid that Tony Clynn was a trifle wide of the mark in claiming that Arthur
Morrison preceded Conan Doyle in the Strand Hagezine, Astually, Hartin Hemitt was
Sherlock Holmes's direct successor as the Strand's resident detective, Holmes had
apparently made a8 permanent exit from the magazine in *The Final Problem” in December
1893, while Martin Hewitt made his debut in "The Lenton Croft Robberies* in March 1894,
Korrigon afterwards transferred his detective Lo the Windsor lagazine, Martin Hewiti
also appeared In an episodic novel entitled "THE RED TRIANGLE" which, alaa, is & book
(1ike the Leightons' "HICHAEL DRED, DETECTIVE®) which has always eluded me despite many
years searchingl
W (1pswich):  Your contributors do you proud and I certalnly derive a great
deal of pleasure from reading the various articles month by month, and which &ll in all,
provide a very comprehensive history of the boys publications of ones youth, not to
nention interesting aspects of hobby of collecting itself.

YIC COLBY (Australis): I think the new S.B.L's are quite good and certainly a big
improvement on the 3rd series, as far as turing Blake, Tinker, and Pedro sympathstic-
ally is concerned. Also in using the soft pedal on Paula Dane and the other modern
innovations which irritated me so much.

ARTHUR CARBIN (Rugby): 1 have resd the new Blskes, and while they are not se good as
many that were published between the wars, they are much better than the New Look of the
old series, At least we hear little mention of Paula Dane and the rest of the Berkeley
Square harem, | wouldn't call these yarns any mors adult than the old Blske stories,
except for the sex, and that does nothing for the stories at all, The Cassell Bunter
series carries on, and 1 like them, As the C.D. reviewer says, a lot is being done %o
pleass we of the old school, and I, for one, appreciate it.

BEN Wi {London):  Since when did Tinker object to being called Tinker and wish to
be called Edward Carter?
7Ot DOBSON (Australla): The club tie Is a terrific idea, Put me down for tmo 1F It

gets going. Danny's Diary is my favourite,
GEQORGE MeR( T8 (Belfast): Belated congratulations on the excellent Annual, It was
truly magnificent, [ 1like the idea of a iie or & badge for hobby enthusiasts.
STAN KNICHT (Cheltenham): Your Editorials, as ['T. Perry says, are always pithy and
interesting, although | was a 1ittle surprised at your going out of your way, so to
speak, in denigrating the 'Children's Newspaper.' 1 agree it was never a Hagnet® or
2 "Cem,* but then, It was never msant Lo be, It was, after all, a newspaper, nol a
magazine or a story paper.

E, SOAR (11ford): | must say how very much | enjoyed the exciting story *Christmas

With Heredith* in C.D, Annual, To me IL was justi like the good old tales we used to
enjoy 80 much way back in the sarly days of the Hagnet, Gem, etc. 1 alse thoroughly
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enjoyed *Gold Watches & Red Noses® by G. Allison. Like Mr. Allison 1, too, submitted
drawings in my younger days. In ny case I received a large, ornate "diploms* (ne cash
award, alasl)

(Clapton): 1 agree with your comments about the pasaing of the Children's
Newspaper. » oo, found it being circulated freely in Lhe classrooms during 1919=21.
1 never bought it myself, nor did [ know any of my chums who spent their scarce pennies
on it. Recently 1 saw & copy on display in the children's reference section of the loecal
pulic library. 1 studied it with a feeling of surprise at its still being in existence
as, never sseing it on display at the newsagents for sems years I had assumed it had
ceased to function. The Children's Newspaper may have enjoyed a heyday of a sort, but
the recent cepy 1 saw was like an elderly person, *over the hill," = no smbition, and
just wanting to be left alone, = to depart in peacel

‘?‘w {New Zealand): It is hardly ever likely to happen agaln, so may be of
nterest to readers of your illustrious pages: On the morning of Hay 6 I was wondering
why my March issue of Collectors' Digest had not arrived, Never had an issue taken ten
weeks To reach me before. A few heurs later I collected the mail, and found surface
mail envelopes postmarked Kingston Upen Thames..., Yes, there was my belated number,
and, wonder of wonders, my Hay issue alscl Apparsntly Hay Digest had cems by alrmail at
surface rates. Could it be a 1ittle English P.0. discount to compensate for increased
postal charges? Now I'm hoping April number will appear with the June offering cuddled
closs.

Mr, Frank 8. Pepper, of Lynton, writes as follows:

The attitude towards Children's Newspaper, expressed in your editerial, rather toock
my breath amay.

I joined the staff of C.N. in 1926 and werked mith Arthur Mee for four years befors
lsaving te become a [reelance, Sincs then I have maintained contact with the paper, as
an intermittent contributer, and by numbering members of its staff among my friends.

C.N, and the ether publicatiens which Arthur Hee founded and edited pursued a
deliberate pelicy of asppealing, In the first placs, to gdults, who weuld buy them for
children,

In this they were Immensely successful, Arthur Mee made a fortune for himself and
for his proprieters,

It was inevitable that a department which bore the stamp of such a brilliant,
original and forceful persenality as Arthur Hee's should suffer heavily by his death,
although the paper did continue to flourish for a surprisingly leng period afterwards,
while it was being carried on by men Mee himself had tralned, and this in itself is, |
think, powerful evidence of his editorial genius.

1 have many times been grateful for the writing habits he drilled Into me, At the
time, as & very young man, I felt him to be too much of a martinet, ever-meticulous, oo
demanding and exacting, [ am farty years wiser now, and reallse how lucky [ was to
have come under his influence when 1 was serving my spprenticeship at the writing trade,

The Amalgamsted Press never did telerate papera which were fallures, A run of If
years before getting the chop is a pretty high achievement ror any paper coming from
such exacting proprietors as those who have always directsd the preductions emerging from
Flestmay House,

1 H Pi

We understand that the Auteblegraphy of Frank Richards, with the supplement written
by Eric Fayne, and well Illustrated, is now lssued as a paperback at 12/6,
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