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THE PURPLE HILLS

We krow thet distance lends enchantment tc the view, We wculd
not question Campbell or that entirely sccurate statemernt. When we
lock back, we tend to remember orly the best of thet far-off yester-
day. We sigh happily at the thought of sitting with ore of our
favourite papers before a glowing fire in a cosy room. We forget
how cold cur bed-room was when we toddled off tc roost. (T'mugh We
were probably nore the worse for the cold bed-room. )

But though, for us, Time tends to embellish the receding scene
with rosy tints, there is no doubt that younger pecple to-day are
given distorted ideas of many featuree of the past.

Central heating certainly has its advantages (uheri it is
efficient, as it isn't always‘.). Ore joy of the mcdern werld is to
sit facing, on the left a television set, on the right a radiator.
But for many of us the ccel and wood fire, on the left, and the
latest Magret, in hand, took scme beating.

It is incredible to the young that anybody could ever have er—
joyed a silent film. That is because tke projectior of talking
films is very much faster. A silent film, shown or a scund film
projector, is ridiculous. . To make an old silent film anything but
ludicrous, it has to be re-photographed with inevitable enormous loss
of quality. In consequerce, the mejority of people have forgotten
just how entertaining some of thoce cld films were.
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THAT FELLOW_HCOI TAN! y_Arthur Harris

AL

ARy IKE i g Sunicey boys

When I first saw that article from the Hinty Bookcase I thought he was
referring to that rather llkeable character from America dran by F. Opper that
appeared in the "Big Budget,® knoem for & time as Happy Hooligan, the Hocligan
family in "Nuggets® beling completely unknown to me until Frank Pettingell's enlighten—
ment In last month's *C,D,* Nevertheless it seems 1likely that the "Nugget® Hooligan
might have given the inapiration for this later character and to prevent any infringe-
ment was known in this country as Happy lkey Hoogan, His irst appearance under that
name was {n the "Big Budget® in July 1900, His appearance was rather spasmodic at
first. In June 1502 he was joined by his brother Gloomy Ous and they appearsd
regularly until when 1904 came the "Big Budget® gradually lost its comic pictures and
became more of an all stery paper,

8o after the "Wonder* began, this same Happy lke with his tin hat made his
appearance In that paper, Loo. Thal was in 1902, In the "Wonder* which became the
#Jester and Wonder® Happy lke was joined with the Bunsey Boys and they became a firm
favourite for some years after. These were dramn by Leonard Shields.

It s rather singular that in January 1903 the "Big Budget' gave notice that the
11lustrationa in the paper were copyright In Britain and the United States and any
publication in the United Kingdom reproducing same in any form without permission i
1iable for Infringement under the Copyright Act. Did this refer to Happy lke 1 wonder,

Frank Richards

(Cassell, 11/6)
In spite of the rumcur that there were to be nc more post-war

"Bunters," the latest and 37th of themw iz in the shope this month, _

BUNTER, THE SPORTSMAN
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"Birter; the Sportsman" should appeal to many beys. My duty is to
assese its Tikély appeal to the adult Greyfr;ars fan,.and thet is more
difficult. 'Mcst adults will [ind that it 'pdsses a pleasant enough
hour or so, and will probably enjoy sifting the basic improtabilities,

The ‘tale starts well, Vernon-Smith and Bunter go for a midnight
car trip. - The car is wrecked, and the boys have to walk hore to
Greyfriars. As they near Hogben :}rnnae‘ where a robbery has just
been committed, the thief, pursued by Sir Julius Hcgten and his staff,
hides a ruby in the pocket of the jacket worm by E.ther wko is taking
a rep uncer the trees.

The plot centres on the search f{or the missing ruby, but the story
is rot asided by a numter of slapstick chapters irn the micdle.

Though Greyfriars boys wear blazers, as Mr. Chapman, the ortiet io
careful to make evident, Bunter, in order ‘¢ lnok distinguished, borrows
a succession of Meuleverer's Savile Rew jackets, which he slits up the
back to mske them suit hie girth. It is rather hard to see how anyore
could expect tc lock distinguished in any jacket, evern one created in
Savile Row, slit up the back.

It is also perbaps a trifle incredible thet Msuleverer, who seems
to own plenty of jackets, should bother to send for repair a specimen
whick, apert from teing slit ur the back, also had part of its collar
torn away and otviously was so well-worn that it had a kole in the
pocket.

The tale tends to be slightly complicated, though there is nothing
really to bother the intellect. The introduction of Hogben Grange is
a neat touch which gives authenticity of a sort. Mr. Prout's refer-
ences to his days in the Rockies plus the introduction of Bulstrode
will be pleasing to mary who love the red Megnet. But I fancy that
Crarles Hemilton abardoned both Bulstrede and the Rockies, lorg, long
&, L

"Bunter, the Sportsman" is a pleasant enough little story, and
there is nothing really to jer on the Greyfriars men who remembers the
old deys., The author has clearly tried hard to keep the old atmwos-
phere, to avoid anything which might clask with traditior - in shert,
to please us. These points are worth rementering.
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