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SEXTON BLAKE

an outstanding event has been the return of Sexton Blake to the
shops, The new series has received a most remarkable and valuable
publicity, spread over.many months., The national press has covered
it, almest without exception, and at well-spaced intervals. Mr.
Howard Baker, the editor, made a striking appearance on television,
saying the very things we wanted him to say. Blake author, wilfred
Ncheilly, made similar appearances on two channels of Northerh Ireland
television,

We congratulate lr. Baker and hayflower Publications on the pub-
licity which cannot be faulted in any detail.

Publicity, of course, is not enough in the long run, Much will
depend on distribution and the quality of the stories. Ko matter how
excellent the publicity, it will be useless unless the books are on
show and readily available in the shops. The distribution so far has
been utterly erratic.

The new format is fine, but it is on the stories that success or
failure will depend. The first two, good as they are of their type,
will have puzzled some of our readers, Publicity throughout has
stressed a return to an earlier sort of Blake-Tinker story. There is
not really much sign of this in the two stories so far published.

Mr, Baker tells us that it is necessary to make the changes slow-
ly., To us it seems a pity that the new series has not been able to
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tnteresting articles, and the cover 1tself was a joy to benold.

¥, HALL (Penryn): 1 bought off the bockstand some paperoacks printed in U,5.A, that
were reprints of Doc Savage storles In the "Doc Savage Magazine," an American publice-
tion that was wery popular among we boys along with "G-8 and his Battle Aces" In the
early thirties,

%mﬁlmg% (Co! )e lations on a splendid Annual. Danny's account

[ s vialt to Colchester had, of course, a speclal nostalgic appeal.

WALTER WEBE (Birmingham): A few lines to voice my appreclation of the Annual, which

maintains 1ts excellence over Lhe years with truly remarkable consistency. There .

were Times when we used to view the deterforation of some of our favourite papers

with increasing dismay; but not so the C,D.,A. [is healthy appearance seems a sure

guarantee that it is going to appear for many years yet, What a year for Sexton

Blake 1965 promises to be, MNot only 15 he taking the come-back tratl in February In
a bid to rehabilitate himself, but hs s soon to be faced with a rival in the shape of

a Jemes Bond-Henk Janson type of character, which Mayflower are unleashing in May.

Miss E, B, FLINDERS (Hitechin): 1 was interested to read the article on Kent Carr.

T have only seen the name mentioned twice during the years C,D. has been running. 1
have elght of her books, and Lhey are smong my most treasured possessions. As Mr.
Doyle says, the storles seem to have everything and real feeling runs through them like
gold, If you would 1lke to read a first-class school story, I can recommend *The
Werewolf of Whispers Schocl,” 1 did not know Kent Carr was a woman, Womfp have a
slightly different outlook on life and it shows In their writing, [ wondered for a
time if Pentelow and Kent Carr were the same person,

Ay l"g ACRAMAN (Harrow): Heartiest congratulations on the latest Annual, It is
really terrific, Would It not be possible to have a 1little enamel badge or tie?
Think how 1t would help to be able to identify fellow enthusiasts.

(1f any readers like reader Acraman's idea of a badge or tle to link enthusiasts,
please let us know, [t should be possible to arrange this, if sufficient readers
were keen on the idea, =ED.)

Mrs, M, NORRIS (London): May I please thank all those members of the OBBC who took
e trouble to get in touch with me or the BBC to say they enjoyed the feature [ did
for the programme "Home This Afterncon” on February 16.
It was very much a labour of love, but to know that 1 pleased so many of our
triends makes the burning of the midnight electricity all that much more worthwhile.

FOi SALB: Bound wvolume of 31 Gems between Nos, 393 and
436, including famous Double Humber "Housemaster's Homecoming,"
all bound without 'blue covers, One page torn. - £9.10.0.,

plus postage., wo.a.e, first, please.

ARIC Fa¥Ns, BACHL,IC, HOUbs,  GiOVE rd., SUWBITON,
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REVIEWS (continued) "THE BREAX CUT* continued

1t is a race between Lhe law breakers and those who uphold it to get The Gent first.
After a somewhat sedate start the novel works up Lo a Lremendous climax which makes the
slege of Sidney Street at Stepney read more like an account of a Sunday school party by
comparisen, Pedro plays a part, and how good it was to see the old campaigner at work
again.

In all my experience as a reader, this was one of the bloodiest gun battles
Blake has ever been mixed up in, A case which left him saddened in the knowledge that
he failed to save a man from a fate ne did not deserve, who lived as & crook yet in
dying proved his soubriquet to be no misnomer.

A novel which mas both a pleasure tc read and to review and left me with this
thought: what a fine film it would make in the hands of the right producer = and I do

mean RIGHTY,

WALTER WEBB
WILLIAM - THE ANCIENT BRITON Richml Crompton
HILLIAN - THE GLOETROTTER (Aruada Paperoacks 2/6)

These two paperbacks each contaln about half-s-do%en of the famous Willlam
stories, They are quite delightful. The stories are indi seriminately selected from
the vast William series of the past forty years, Although described as "for boys and
girls," the Willien tales have an immense appeal for adults, and plenty of them are
obviously aimed at adults, Some of the stories in these two books have not been seen
for a long time, as they Were dropped, almst certainly for economic reasons, from re-
printed editions of the older titles. The story ®Williem, the Ancient Briton,* for
instance, appearsd in the earlier aditions of *Willlam, the Fourth,” "White Elephants"
was in the first printing of "Willlam the Bold.* The new books are illustrated with
the criginal Thomas Henry drawings, but Peter Archer has drawn new pictures for the
atwractive covers. Some of the best of Willlam, at a comparatively low price.
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Readers will be delighted Lo know that Harry Wharton & Co will be back in the
shops in Armada Paperbacks. Four titles will be issued in May at the modest price of
2/6 spiece, 1f the project is succesaful = and we belleve It will be = Armada hope to
issue more Greyfriars staries next year,

The following are the stories to which you can look forward in May: THE TOUGH
GUY OF GREYFRIARS (this Is the famous Strong Alonzo series); THE PHANTOM OF THE TOWERS
(Billy Bunter at Hauleverer Towsrs in cne of the finest Christmas series); BUNTER'S
HOLIDAY CRUISE (the floating boarding-house series); BUNTER THE RACKETEER. An
additional reason for pleasure is that the original interior illustrations from the
Magnet are being used. We hope to give further detalls next month.
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URGENTLY WANTED: 0.S. Lees Nos. 451 "Sign of the Sacred Scarab,"
452 "Spell of the Mystic." No. 1 Monster Lib.

I EEREERER N

JACK COOK
178 Maria St., Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne &4

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
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