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He who has learrea to disagree without being disagreeable
has discovered the most valuable secret of a diplomat.
ArTERMATE :

I have been deeply moved bty the wealth of letters - literally
masses of them - whick have flowed into this office during the first
two weeks of January. Almost without exceptior, the letters came
fror kindly folk writing in rraise cf the latest edition of Cellectors'
Digest Arnual. Almost without exception they said "The Very Best
Ever," cr words to that effect. All the articles, the stories, the
pictures, and the ncvelties have bteen acclaimed lavishly, all our
sterling contributors receiving their mead of praise. Plus, it
goes without saying, bouquets for the inimitable firm whick produced
the volure so perfectly.

So great has been the volume of letters that it has nct beer pces-
itle to answer every ore personally. I take the opportunity here to
express my sincere thanke to all who have written in such glowing terms.
It mskes the jot so very werth while.

PUELICITY:

Qur Lordon Clut has decided to take no part in any future tele-
visior or radio programres without giving considerable thought to the
matter and assuring themselves that any such programmes are sincere
attempts to presert the hobby in its proper light, This was otviously
a sersible decisior. A further motion that the club should never have
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LAIBERT {Chessinrton);  Another erand Annual, Each year one thinks it has
ed 1ts zerith, yet each year !l surpasses 1lself.
JOHN STOKES (Dublin): It Is 5o fine that I am wondering whether even you can produce

& better Annual next Christmas, the present cne 15 so perfect i every way, Congratu=
lations again and agaln,

SYD S¥YTH (Australia): [t's a splendid Annual. Apart from the centents, the ualfty
nf the workmanship and the care and thoughtfuiness which speaks frou 1ls pages keeps
intact the complelely wicormercial labour of love air about it, [ liked everything,
and espectally "And Every Story Not a Cem" and "A Very Special Magic," the latter
particularly for 1ts appreciation of my favourite artisi, !, Shields.

A. V, EOLLAND ( Australia): ! consider "Christzas witl Meredith® the best 5lade story
to date, ! appreclated the complimentary zentioning of the N,L.L. at the conclusion
of the storys | think the artistic work of K, Webd and Geoff Harrison added to the
attractiveness of this very fine volume,

FRANK CASE (Bramcote): A really splendid January issue of C,D,, full of pood things
as always, It certainly has the professional touch now, With Lhe new finish, We
shall be having Technicolor next.

WANTED| MWANTED| WAMTED! The following Nelson Lees 01d Serles No. 114, 121, 123, 128,
136, 137, 139, 143/L75/8, and Nos, 542 to 551. Please note that I have nothing to
offer in the way of swaps or exchanges, Please write stating price you want including
postage, Will readers who have already offered me coples that I wanted and have not
replied to my answers - please write again.

_ JOHN GUNN, The Queens Head Hotel, Matlock, Derbyshire.

WANTED: ¢. D, Annual 1948, 8,0.L. 185, Magnets 1277 to 1284, Boys Friends,
Tom Merry Annuals, etc.

H. FACHIK, 38, St. Thomas Road, Preston, Lancs.

FOR _SALE: 15 Bound Vols. Boys Own Paper, Excellent condition, original binding.
Offers toi=
MR. P. G, L, FARMER, 34A Harewood Drive, Clayhall, Ilford, Essex, Phone: CRE1760

First eight volumes ™BOYS OWN PAPER" 1878-1885 for sale, Very falr condition.
What effers?

VAN, 1 The Glen, wWembley, Nlddx, Tel: WEMBLEY LO6E
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Jesuond seid
|laytlower Iaperbvack a/n,

In some ways thls was an odd choice with which to herald the re-birth of the
Bexton Blake saga. The title, with that abstract quality reminiscent of many titles
of the former "new look" period, 1s unlikely to attract many and may repulse some. To
the initiated, the information "by Desmond Reld™ will suggest, rightly or wrongly, a
story written by one man and re=writlen by another, Tinker, who was Lo be the old
Tinker, does not appear at all. There {s jusl one meagre reference Lo "his junfor
partner, Fdward Carter (more generally known as Tinker),"

Towards the end of the story we are told: "Blake smiled wryly. This was one
case that he had 'flopped! on, Definitely, But then, had It really been a case?"
Gome readers will smile equally wryly, and think Lhe same as Blake,

Putting those thoughts on one side, this is an immensely readable story. The
Irish atmosphere is fascinating, even down Lo the pace, which at times seems lelisurely.
In fact, the plot develops without waste of Lime, and there are plenty of exciting se-
quences, Much of the descriptive writing is charming as well as enlertaining, Blake,
planning a fishing hollday with Pedro, is visited by a Professor who claims Lo have seen
& leprechaun, and who believes In the existence of a race of weird 1iTtle people beneath
the earth's surface, As a result, Blake decides to take his hollday in Ireland, where
he meets up with the Duke and Duchess of Derwentwaler, Uwo former antagonists among his
eriminal acquaintances. That 1s not so important. Pedro plays a large part in the
tale - and that 1s very lmportant indeed.

The reader - like Blake himself = emerges at the end slightly bewildered and wen—
dering whether a few loose ends have been gathered together.

The story 13 well worth reading. For one thing, it is an extremely unusual
Sexton Blake story, and most readers will regard {t as a winner.

"MURDERER AT LARGE" 4o 4y Ballinger

Sexton Blake comes storming back Into the gifttering lights of his beloved London,
into the even brighter illumination of the telgvision studios, to solve the riddle of
the PRIMOSE BALLET MURDER CASE. A task fitting for no ordinary detective, thls, one
to be overcome only by a man of Blake's extraordinary capabilitles, This novel, the
first of the fifth and most sensational of all the series, If this is any criterion, is
quite the most adult Sexton Blake story written to date, and pulls no punches at all.
Blake, of course, cut loose from the juvenile field many moons ago, yel, even when it
did, complete frankness towards life was not exactly encouraged. Thls takes the 1lid
off a 1little more.

ATN's new murder series, MURDERER AT LARGE, 1s the jumping off ground for Blake's
new leap into the turmoil of crime and conspiracy, and It 1s the death of one of the
researchers for the television pregranme that supplies the momentum for his propulsien
into the depths. Blake, a very busy man with heavy commitments and no time Lo wasle,
sets to work in his usual methodical, calm and unhurried fashlon to hound the killer
down

There 1s nothing like a really good who-dun-it as a means of qulet relaxation, and
this 1s one of the best of its kind | have read for a long time. Old characters make
brief but welcome re-appearances - Splash Kirby, Venner of the Yard, Belford, !Mrs.
Bardell, Pedro, Paula Dane and Marion Lang.

A fine start to the new series in a pleasing format, an equally pleasing coloured.
cover, and a gripping story, The Sexton Blake lover can wish for no more.

Walter Webb

“LET 1.3
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