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| IN YOUR
EDITOR'S

DEN

TIME HAS POWER ONLY
OVER THE BOURS, NONE
Eric Fayne with one of the subjects of his “ Digest.” OVER THE HEART.

His hobby goes all  mmnsm:

last editor to head

over the world his chats with his
own picture was
Herbert Hinton in
the Magnet, some fifty years ago. As a result he was deluged with
letters from readers who were impolite enough to suggest that he looked
young enough to be in the army.

Digest readers will not write me in that strain, alas! They are
more likely to write that I look old enough to be retired to a home for
the aged.

The picture above appesred in a Surrey newspaper a few weeks ago,
and we reproduce it here in urder to give distant readers an idea of
what the old skipper looks like. The glasses on the end of the nose
were a photographer's gimmick, He assured me that he was not trying
to make & fool of me, and thought they would be "good fun." Your
























































































THE
(Interesting itens [rom

pDBTMAN CALLED Editor's Letter=bag)

WALTER WEBB (Birminghem): 1 must say that at no time in the past has the format of the
mag, been 50 attractive nor the contentis so interesting as they are today. As one who
1ikes to go wellowing into the past for long periods, you will understand why I 1ike the
feature DANNY'S DIARY so much. 1 hope the day 18 long distant Defare you decide that
Danny has had his day.

J, P, H, HOBSON (Refgate): One of The last 1ssues of the Sexton Blake Library dealing
Wiih the Eaatern Comnties, claimed that Bexton Blake had been at Cambridge. 1 well
renesber & story In the Boys' Friend Library about 1934 or 1935, entitled *Sexton Blake
at Oxford® and dealing with a crime that Bexton Blake solved while he was an under-
graduate there.

1 think befare the nem series of Bexton Blake stories, certain basic facts such
a8 his school and University might well be agreed upon and kept in mind by all the
different suthors.

There wes alac another Boya! Friend Library called *Sexton Blake at Bchool,* but
1 cannot remember mich about this one, Possibly collectors have coples of these books
#1111 and the matter can be agreed by the editor of the new series.

%ﬁﬁm {Ayr): As ons who was brought up on the early post-war A.P, and

omson papers, | am saddened by the patronising attitude of of your readers Lo
these papers &nd also to the hard-cover Bunter books which 1 thoroughly enjoyed as a
schoolboy = and still do, Each generation is true to itaslf, so meny pre-1939
collectors look down on post-war meterisl, Up till 1954 at least the A.P. papers were
sti1] in the old style, [ can remember Tired Tim & Weary Willle on the front page of
Chips In 1952, just before it became & little pink paper and then eventually was merged
with good old Film Fun, Comic Cuts, Funny Wonder, Tip Top, Jingles, Redio Fun and
Knockout were my favourites, The Champion, and early issues of Llon, bore all the AP,
hallmarks of quality. And do not let us forget Wizard, Rover, and Adventure, We wers
not all privileged to 1ive in the era of Magnet, Gem, Bexton Blake, and Nelmon Las.
Burely a pege of C.D, can be reserved cocasionally for those ®other papers® which =0
many of us knew and loved so well.

(Articles on p\;n-nsr papera are always welcome for considerstion for publication
in C.D. = ED,

N (New York): Danny's Diary is one of my favourites, It brings back
memories of certain things I knew,.

RAY HOPKINS (New Cross): The reproduction of the Honster Library cover on the cover of
C.D, prompta be to wonder how a publication like that, costing a shilling {a huge amount
of money In those days) ever got bought by the age group at which It was aimed. Thay
were a wondertul value for money, and, undoubtedly, had they gons on, the 8t, Frank's
reprints muld have appeared therein rather than in the 8,0.L.

¥ 1 {Barking): In quality of content and pressntation the Digest goes from
8 To strength. 1 took the suggestion contained in ohe of your editorfals and
had the coples for several years past made up into bound volumes, They have a perman-
ent plece on my bookshelves, and I rind myself dipping into them at odd moments with
the greatest pleasurs,
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JAZK WOCD (York': fnce agaln the Annual is a fesst of good reading, and two articles In
particular the product of palnstaklng research, How our colleagues keep IL up baffles
me, but good luck to them all, What a fascinating coveri

REVIEW
Tig SATURJAY BOOK HUTCHINSON E‘ =

This latest edition of the Saturday Book, packed with fasclnating features for
the connolsseur, printed on high-gloss paper, s well up to 1ts vsual standard, and it
13 of speclal interest this year as il contains an article by C,0. reader and contriou-
tor, Robert Kelly, Using the title "The Werid of Charles Hamflton," M, Kelly gives a
competent sketch of the writlng life of the famous author and concentrates on the later
years of the Magnet, He aims &t a general public which may be only superflcially
acquainted with Hamilton and not, of course, at C.D, readers who know it all Inside out.

Pleasing, and perhaps surprising, s the fact that he has been able to go inte
some detalls sbout the series of the last decade of the Magnet, material usually
excluded from articlss professionally published, It cculd be querles maybe whether
the writer is accurate in saying, *even wilhoutl Bunter there are times when It seems as
1f Greyfriars ia nearer in spirit to Beachcomber's 'Nerkover! and Jlmmy Edwarda! 'Chis-
elbury! than to St, Dominic's.® We do not quite see why, when reading the Wharton Rebei
gerles after one of the lighter starles 1t seeus as though "a time machine had Uaken the
reader from the 1930's Into the 1880's.* But those ere minor details,

Mr. Kelly!s contribution is very successful, and should whet the appetites of
the public for whom 1t !s Intended. There are five {llustrations - three by Shlelds and
one by Chapman from the Magnet, and cne by Macdonald from the Gem, The artists' names
are not indicated, which 18 a plty. The reproduction of covers might have been more
attractive than plctures selected from the Interiors of the papers.

8aturday Book alsgo contains an artlele on *Sclence Fiction Covers Uncovered,
mith some intriguing pictures, mhich will te of interest lo plenty of readers,

QFFERS Invited for L9 Cems, year 1928, plus postage = J, SMIT, 36 LANGHAM RGAD,
MEWCASTLE~upon-TTNE 3.

WANTED: Schoolboys Own L3S 170, 174, 198, 206 (Rookwood), 285, 300, 336 (51, Franks);
Also Sexton Blake 3rd,, 9 page issies = THOMPEON, 55 Wallasey Park, Belfsst 14,
8 ALE: 25Aldine Boys' Pocket Library £1; 11 Dick Turpins (3d) 12/=.
WANTED : Boys Frlenda, Populars, Tom Merry, Bunter Annuals, ewc. = Fo MACHIN,
38 8t, Thomas's Road, Preston,

CFFERS INVITED for the fc:
nic: sendltlon = 51=73, 16 103127, 128-152;  alss "Handforths Barring-out® st
New Serles 82-99 bound in &b ely perfect ajnt condition. Also ogne loose Monster
Ne. 15, WILL sell separately if recded - J, GREAVES, 50 GOSFURTH ROAD, BLACKPOOL ,
LANCS .

o~ volume coanlgining sam,
5, 237, 2%, 239, 2T7. Good cupies,

URGENTLY WANTED: Cems 413, 415, 93 and Hagnets
or volumes containing same,

ERIC FAYNE ~ ‘EICELSIR HOUSE® GROVE RGAD BURZITON S'RREY

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Burbliton, Surcer.
Litho Duplicated by York Dupllcating Services, 12a The Shamies, York,



