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C ums In Cmcil

Most of us, of course, are able to look back upon certain special
Christmases, Most of us, I daresay, have enjoyed more Christmases
than we care to remember, and, after all, one Christmas is very like
another, But in every life there are some Yuletides which are re-
called for some especial reason, and it is likely that those very
special Christmases occurred when we were children. Almost all of us
found a special charm in the Christmas Numbers of the old papers,
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30B BLYTHE DARES TC BK A DANIWL!

BOB BLYTHE, a leading light in the hobby ever since its inceptior
and last year's chairman of our London club, withdrew abruptly from a
rehearsal and refused point-blank to take part in a television pro-
gramme when he saw the form that the programme was taking., 4 fifteer
minute item on 0ld Boys' Books was to be put out live in the regular
show "Time Cut" on B.B.C.2 on Thursday evening, November 19th. Re=
hearsals were taking place. Mr. Blythe was being interviewed. The
producer asked: "How did you come to start the 0ld Boys' Book Club,
Mr, Blythe?" Mr. Blythe's reply was a bombshell. He said: "I am
sorry if this causes you trouble, but I cannot take part in this pro-
gramme, the aim of which is to cast fun on a hobby enjoyed by large
numbers of my friends."

Result: OSensation and Consternation.

In spite of the blandishments and pleadings of producers and the
like, who tried to assure him that the show was not intended to be
mickey-taking, Mr., Blythe stuck to hies gums. He would not -~ and did
not - appear.

And what of the show itself, which went on the air shortly after
wards, minus Bob. It was like the curate's egg. Cn the debit side
there were some disjointed extracts from a very, very old silent film
which featured Sexton Blake and Tinker. The name and date of the
film were not given. Amusing and quite fascinating in itself, this
snippet, standing alone, did not help the reputation of Sexton Blake.
It should have been followed by an extract from a more modern Blake
film, and could have been proof of the many years during which Blake
has been a major attraction.

There was a little too much stress on the more lurid type of
boys' paper published between the wars, At long last, the Gem and
Magnet came on the scene, and someone read, in an idiotic falsetto
voice, the captions beneath pictures to certain Greyfriars and S5t.
Jim's stories,

To be fair, we did not consider the atmosphere of the programme
. to be "mickey-taking." The three or four interviewers were extreme-
ly pleasant, and leaned over backwards in favour of the old papers.
Mr. W. 0. G. Lofts appeared and his image came over attractively.
Youthful C.D. reader Nicholas Bennett explained why he prefers the
old papers to modern ones. A directing official on the juvenile
publication branch of one of the largest firms of periodical publish-
ers, asked to comment on the remarks of Nicholas, made the surprising
statement that more than five or six times the number of boys'
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periodicals are sold to-day compared with the old days.

On points, we would vote the show successful, though it was handi-
capped by being compressed into 15 minutes. It is clear that an
absorbing full-length documentary on the subject could be put on tele-
vision, but such a programme needs several weeks of careful preparation,
a good deal of scripting, and adequate rehearsal.

Mr, Bob Blythe discussed the incident with Collectors' Digest
after the programme ended. He had been put off at the outset by
learning that the item was to be given a name something like "You
Spoofing Rotter!" He was deterred by the laughter in the studio when
the Blake film sequence was run through. Further, he felt that in
the very short time he would be allowed to speak, it would be imposs-~
ible to place the hobby in its true perspective. In fact, the time
previously allotted to Mr, Blythe was added to Mr. Lofts' time, and
Bill acquitted himself well.

It is more than obvious that Mr. Blythe's decision and consequent
action required determination and more than a little courage. He joins
Danny Blanchflower as one who refuses to abandon his principles at the
shrine of television.

* * * ® » R * * * * ® * * % * *  *  #* * *  * * *

THE HOBBY AND THE "DAILY TELKGRAPH"

A few weeks ago two pages of the Daily Telegraph Colour Supplement
were given over to the hobby. DMNr. E. 5. Turmer, famous writer of
"Boys Will Be Boys" contributed an entertaining and altogether pleasing
article on the subject of 0ld Boys' Papers, and it was obvious that he
had gone to a good deal of trouble to get his facts correct. A colour
photograph showed Mr. and Mrs. len Packman, our Blakiana experts, among
some of their treasures. The only disappointment was that there were
not a few more photographs of this type.

A A B R R I O T i N R I I I I I O

NO BUNTER SHOW THIS YEAR

For the first time for quite a number of years there will be no
Billy Bunter show in the West End this Christmas. A new play "Billy
Bunter Lays the Ghost" was in preparation, but it was found impossible
to obtain a sufficiently large theatre for the season.

City Stage Productions will be producing "Pinocchio" at the
Apollo Theatre starting on December 23rd, matineee only,
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