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THE SPICE OF LIFE:

A reader, in a letter received this
IN youR month, appeals for articles on such papers
as NModern Boy, Champicn, Pilot and the
like, as a change from the Big Three, by
» which he means Blakiana, Nelson Lee, the
EDITORS Hagnet and so on. There is nothing un-
usual in a letter of this type, of course.
We get such appeals off and on in the
course of a year, and more than once I
have referred to them in my chat with you.
DEN It is surprising how difficult it is
to come by articles on what we will call
the less popular papers.
The Champion is reputed to have en-
Joyed & far larger circulation than the Magmet, yet it seems to be a
real task to lay one's finger on a Champion enthusinst in our clan to-
day., ind even the few who have a love for the Champion seem to have no
urge to write articles.

It is obvious that the papers that featured the same charac-
ters, with the qualities of Peter Pan, year after year, were the ones
which entrenched themselves for all time in the affections of their
readers, In addition, it would be difficult indeed to write a compre-
hensive history of a paper which offered nothing but serials or adventure
stories from different writers every week, That is the main reason, but
not entirely a convincing one. The Marvel, for instance, ran a series
on Tom Sayers, the boxer, for many years, and another long series on
Jack, Sam, and Pete. Modern Boy presented a great number of varying
series, most of which would be worthy of consideration, Yet our contri-
tutors seldom seem to consider them. Why? Clearly, I think, because
they had no great following omong our own writers.

4 good many years back I wrote a long article on the Medern Boy in
genercl and Ken King in partioular. It appeared in Colleators' Digest
annual at a time when readers were asked to vote for the articles they
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W: : ’ (Interesting Itens fronm The Editerts Letter—bag)

NEVILLE S, BROWN (Bale): 1 hope you will get cne
of your writers to do an article on the new comic
"The Big One," All the strips in this paper seem
to be familiar, and 1 know that the cover strip
"Sniler® appeared on the cover of the grand old Knockout under the name of "Mike."

BYD SMITH (Australla): The standard of C.D. 18 remarkably high, and stays that way. One
thing strikes me as ironical in the recent centroversy. Nobody can eriticise the sub
yeriters without some readers leaping to their defence = not to praise their worke Yet I
know of no set of collectors who specialise in spurious yarns, There are a few who
collect anything with a Hamilton name on it, even though it 1is not genuine, which has,
to put it mildly, always flabbergasted me,
H, CHAPMAN (Barton-on=Humber): Although [ am not a great reader of Sexton Blake, as most
of the stories seem to contain more adventure than detection, I am pleased he 1s coming
backe and In something like his old style, 1, for one, an *tired of the sexy, hard=drink=
ing, wisecracking, American-inspired private eye,” The public librartes are full of them.
1 ruch prefer Holmes, Lee, Blake, ond Polrot in their original settings. The demand for
this kind of reading is not dead, but the new paper rust be better advertised and dis=
played more in the shops to be successfuls
E, J; g%m:n (Clare): Collectors' Digest 1s my passpert for happy trips te the land of
ostalglas Thank you for the good things of the past years
JIM COOK (New Zealand): it 1s a pity that some readers deplore the sontroversy that
Tages over the old books, but without that spark of dogma to set our thoughts and pens
racing to find words I think we would foll Into that taken-for-granted attitude that
resulted in the demise of most of the old paperse
DONALD BTIRGEON (Burnley): I find I am lost with all the articles condemning sub authors
and also those arguments whether the Magnet, Gem, or Nelson Lee were the better magss I
can't sec how the arguments can ever reconcile themselves, as each of us has our own
favourite, Couldn't we have more articles dealing with other weeklies 1ike Hodern Boy
{Ken King, Ceptaln Justice, etc.), Boys! Cinemd, Bullseye, Pilot, Champion, Triurph, and
Boys! Big Broadcast? Can you remerber that last one?
ROY PARSONS (Boutharpton): BSplendid news about the return of Sexton Blake, 111 have my
Subscription all ready, Incidentally, do articles for C.D. have to be typewritten?
{No, sir} Scripts need not be typawritien, but 211 names of people and places should be
inserted in block capitals to avold copying errors. = ED.)
H,Oic-. LOFTS (London): Gunby Hadath alsc wrote under the name Shepherd Pearson in his
ear ays = stories located are in Boys' Journal, Cheer Boys Cheer group, This has only
Just been discovered.
WALTER WEBB (Blirmingham): Blake back ngain - and at Baker Street, too, Splendid newsl
Tt's golng to be just like old times agaln. [ shall be there in February, halt=crown in
hand at the ready for the first issue, .

P (Tranmere): Must say how delighted I am to hear the splendid news that
Bexton Blake 1s on his woy back. And the real Blake, Tinker and Pedro, this tine. I'm
afraid 1 didn't care much for the last series although lots of the stories were very goods
Ifm a conservative in my choice of the old characters - one of the hard core = and loved
the original Blake and Co, [ thought hin rather a flashy type in the last series, and
Just a shadow of the austere and digniried One we used to know, Thank goodness for the
return of the real Blake in the old familiar surroundings.
what good news about reprinting "Hagnets* in paz;er’bucksl I _only hope
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