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LONDON 0.B.BaC. -~ HAMILTONIAN LIERARY

Wanted - some good friends to help us complete series for the
library. Can you assist with any of the following?

Hagnets: 751, 820, 821, 822, 858, 859, 984, 1032, 1633.
Gema? 155, T60.
S.0.Ler 169,

Offcered - a copy of our printed and illusirated catalogue to anyone
who sends me two 3d stamps (NOT an SAE).

Hon, Librarian - Roger Jerkins,
"The Firs,"
Eastern Road,

Havant, Hants,

SALE: EBoy's Friends, Heralds, Realms; Vols. Captain, B.0.P;
Chums (Annua.ls, runs) Bunter books; Holiday Anmuals 1927,
1929, Bound vol. Big Budget; other O.B.B's.

P.0. BOZ 173, WAIROA, HAWKE BAY, NEW ZEALAND,
DISPOSAL:
Sets of C.Ds., Vols. 2 to 6, odd Nos. of Vol. 1.to 6. Many later
issues. 'Dime Novel Round-Up' 1940-56 - several complete years.

'Collector's Miscellany' 1945-53. Bound Vols. 'Chums' 1894-1940.
'Be0sPs.' 1890-1940. 'Captains' 1900-1920 (some vols. not in
publishers covers)e S.A.B. details:-

I. R. SWAN, 3 FIFTH AVENUE, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.iO.

FOR SALE: GEMS: 1559, 15'79, 1580, 1582, 1589, 1585, - 3/- each,
SCHOOLBOYS OWNS: 123 — 10/-, 341 - 6/56.

THOMPSON, 53 WALLASEY PARK,  EBELFAST 14.
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to some people who "slam" the famous Owl.

Another item of note is that the two St. Jim's extracts come at
the tails Was it that these extracts were less worthy - or was it Jus
that Greyfriars is more popular than St. Jim's and that influenced the
vote? Your guess is as good as ours.

Two competitors, who sent in identical entries, tie for first
place. As a consequence of the tie, we have increased the prize of
&1 to 30/- which will be divideds A remittance for 15/- has therefore
been sent to each of the following:

W. Ho BROSTER, Primrose Cottage, Stone Lane, Kinver.

R. J. GODSAVE, 35 Woodhouse Rd, Leytonstonc.

& book award is sent to each of the following, whose entrics came
next in order of merit:

BASIL ADAM, 28 Derwent St, West Benwell, Newcastle.

We LISTER, 25 Burnside Avenue, Blackpool.

No competitor sent in a correct list of the titles from which the
extracts were taken. Many told us that they knew them all apart from
Nes 3, which actually came from the famous Gem story "Tom Merry's
Concort Party" (reprinted as "Tom Merry's Melody Makers").

TOM MERRY in "LOOK & LEARN

We understand that there is a likelihood that some of the St.
Jim's stories from the Gem will be reprinted in LOOK & LEARN starting
in mid-summers Providing the stories are not altered or toc~heavily
pruned, all readers will welcome the news. Further announcements in
Collectors' Digest in duc course.

GOOD-BYE, Mr. TAIL!

Many of the hundreds of readers who have visited Excelsior House In recent years
will recall cur glant pussy-cat,Binge (Mr, Tall, as we often called himj, MNr, Tail is
gone = destroyed by the modern world in which he lived,

We didn't keep Mr. Tail as a pet, He honoured us by consenting to live with us.
Mry Tail was a lovely animal, and knew lt, l}is thick coat was glorious in its
unusual marking, His long tall was enormous. We always debated as to whether his
father may have been a squirrel,

Mr, Tall was fastidicus in his cleanliness, Invariably he had a bath all over
after every meal, Never once, during the six years he lived with us did he ever
disgrace himself in the house,

He would eat nothing but English pigs! liver. We always knew if our butcher
cheated with foreign liver = for Mr. Tail wouldn't contemplate it for a moment, His
welght was tremendous, but he was fit as a fiddle, In the winter of 71962 he had
pneumonia twice, and cost a small fortune in vev's fees, He was worth it,

Regal though he was, he was affectionate, and his intelligence was amazing.

e iESterday, as soon as your editor started at his typewriter, Mr, Tall sauntered
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into the den. The tapping of the typewriter was always a sign to Mr. Tall that the
editor should get him a meal, But Yesterday he didn't want a meal, He did semething
he had never done before. He sprang up on the editorial desk, plcked his way through
the mass of papers, and went to the window, FHe had seen "Hadanf working In the front
garden, and, as usual, wanted to join her, The editor did something he had never done
before, He opened the window on the front of the house to allow Mr, Tall to pass
through. Even as he did it, the editor thought of the traffic on the roads, But Mr,
Tall seldom left the front of the house te go in the road, so it was only a passing
thoughts

Just three minutes later, "Madan® was calling that Mr. Tail had been run over by &
car, She gathered him up and cradled him im her amms, A few minutes later he died
in her arms. In death he was majestic and dignified as he had been in life, He made
no scund after the accident, His lovely fur showed no sign of damage, Just a tiny
spet of bleod on the end of his nose,

The lady driver of the car had stopped, She wes desperately sad. She drove
Madam and Mr. Tail to the vet, just in case anything could be done - though we knew {t
couldn't, As ir. Tail, cradled In Madam's arms, went to the car, his gloricus tail
was hanging down 1like a banner. They came back alongs Mre Tall was sremated
yesterday.

To~day, Excelslor House seems empty = lifeless,

Mr, Tall, 1ike the old papers we love so much, was the victim of the age, There
is no longer any roci in the modern world for the old papers - or the Mr, Tallts,

They are crowded out,

The rush goes on, ever Increasing, What chance has any hirs Tail when he gets,
as he must occasionally, among the rushing traffic passing between the 1lines of parked
cars, The things we loved are gone for ever in the mad whirl of the modern world.

Mr, Tail is gone = like the Gem, the Nelson Lee, Uhe Magnet, and the rest, Like
then he has left an empty space,

GQUERY FROM JOHN UPTON

I have often wondered sbout the Important announcerent that was to have been mnde
in "The Magnet®, No, 1683, which, as it turned out, was the last Issue of the paper,
The Editor sald: ®For several weeks now 1 have been working at top pressure on a
scheme that would have sppealed to every British boy and girl, In fact, all prepara-
ticns have been made and the machinery was to be set in motion this week. Unfortunate=
1y, however, the acute paper shortage has forced me to postpene the scheme until some
future date.,® It would be Interesting to know what was in store lor Magnet readers.
The Editor further spoke of a "pleasant surprise® = but was this, in fact, to have been
a further amalgamation, like that of "Ger® and *Triumph®? Has light been thrown on
the scheme in C.D. In the past?

(In next month's Digest, Mr. W. O. G. Lofts sheds 1ight on the above. =ED.)

WANTED: Back issues of Sexten Blake Library pre=2nd new series 437, Union
Jack, ouher S8BL material, Planning an amateur magazine devoted to Blakiana, Desire
correspondence with collectors interested In writing articles for such an enterprise.

MVIN FICK,  FORT JOHNSON,  NEW_YORK = 12070 =~  Us8.h.

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrcys
Duplicated by York Duplicating Bervices, 12a The B8hambles, York.



