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UNCHANGING WORLD:

This magazine links together people of similar taste and outlook.
Undeniably, people who like looking back - and, in particular, looking
back to one phase of the world as it used to be, A phase which has
gone almost entirely to-day - the boys' book world.

We remember the time when the newsagents' counters were stacked
h:.eh with papers of all sizes, styles, and titles - all aimed at boys.
Wemen's papers were rare, girls' papers more rare, The boy was the
spoiled darling of the first forty years of the century. Nowadays
‘the woman's paper — American inspired, packed with advertisements,
glossy - dominates British beokstalls to the exclusion of almost
everything else. There is little for the child. It is an adult
world, Children become adults very quickly. Too quickly.

_We have seen many of the old traditions, which we used to
cherish and in which we took pride, mocked in modern satire. We
have reached a time when it is fashionable to exaggerate our own
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However, although we were low mumerically the quality remnined
as high as ever and Norman Pragnell was able to report that at least
financially we are still quite healthy.

We had intended to make some recordings at this meeting to send
to David Hobbs in U.S.a. Owing to the thin attendance, however, it
was decided to woit until next month when we hope to have a full house,
I would like to appeal to all members who read these notes to make a
special effort to attend, The "Brains Trust" will be revived next
month and we hope that everybody will come along with plenty of
ammunition,

The business side of the meeting ¢ver Norman drew our attenticn
to what he described as a "deliberate lie" perpetrated in liognet
nunber 1544,

The Editor was replying to an enquiry by a2 reader asking if
Martin Clifford and Frank Richards were one and the same person. The
answer given was "hol" Enough to make Harry Wharton blush, ESB's
recent visit to the London Club prompted Norman Pragnell to dig out
an old €,D, number 35 published in November 1949, in which Bob Blythe
had written an article on the History of St. Frank's. This article,
it appears, was written as a direct result of ESB's first visit to
that club., The article revealed many fucts that were uninown to us
before,

Norman introduced a quiz based on the popularity of many of the
characters of the old papers among present day enthusiasts. C.D.
carried out seme research in connection with this some time ago and
Norman's quiz was based on the result which showed some rather
surprising trends, Bill Galley snd Bert Hamblett tied for first
place.

During the meeting we had a telephone call from George Riley and
ve were pleased to hear that he is settling down in Barnsley. I hope
that at some time he may be able to pay us a visit,

Next meeting Sunday April 12th, 6.C p.n. prompt.

BILL WINDSOR

Although weather conditions were appalling there was a full
attendance at the March Putney meeting, Truly an old boys' book
club meeting; the host, Brian Doyle and his complete collections of
"Chums," "Captain," and "Boys' Own Paper," on view for all to peruse,
Len Packman being quizzed by Lawrence Morley on the comics, Roger




Page 36

Jenkins doing great business with his Baniltonian section of the
library, Bob Blythe doing likewise with his lelson Lee Section, Bill
Lofts giving the first part of his article "The Szint at Fleetway
House" und his account of his correspendence with the author of the
"Saint" stories, Leslie Charteris, the up-to-date news of the pro-
gress of the Sexton Bleke catzlogue and the chairmon, Len Packman
displaying the latest Sherlock Holmes book. Something for everyone.

The Solo quiz was extremely difficult but Len acquitted himself
very well.

John Bush won Don Webster's "imme Pairs" quiz, Josie Packman
won the quiz oonducted by myself and then came Bill Lofts reading
and discourse on the "Saint" stories and how one of the first
appearcd in "The Thriller," Time passed all too quickly cnd after
all the excellent programme mentioned above, including the bresk for
tea, ably served by the ladies and the host and hostess, Brian and
¥rs, Doylc, it was homewards bound in the sleet and rain,

Hext meeting at Bob Blythe's residence ot 40, Ellesmere Road,
Dollis Hill, London, N.W.10. on Sunday, April 19th. Kindly notify
if intending to be present.

UNCLE BENJAMIN

TELEVIS- ON CRITIQUE
WILLLAM CCMES TO TOWN {B.B.C. March 14th)

The BEC should never have presented William Comes te Tovm, It made us realise how
seruf fy their own W!lllam sherts were last year — and how pood they might have beens

This film, made In 1948, was a great deal Richmel Crompton; some of It was just
based on Richmal Crespteny but all of it was rellicking, tip-tcp entertainment. Newhere
cculd the lover of the Willlam stories have a grouse, although, In cne sequence, 2
monkey stole the show.

Surely a new Willlam book must be due, Miss Cremptent That film made us hang our
Longues cut.

SHADOW IN THE SUN {Independent TV. March 16th)

Most televisicon plays these days have no beginning and ne ending. They are polnt-
less chunks of dialogue between weird pecple in odd settings. How very different was
Maurice Mcloughlin's new playl A tense, meving story which held the Interest from the
first werd till the last. Set in a girls' schocl in South ifrica, it teld of a traglc
problem which faced the leadm!stress, besutifully enacted by .nna Heagle. It was a
splendidly balanced piece of drama, with many unexpected twists so that Interest never
flagged for one moment,

Entirely lacking smut, swearing, boozlng, and neurctics it was far from a modern
TV play's normal standard, so naturally the majerity cf the newspaper eritics were cocl
or hostile, But most family people will have found it grand entertalnment.

Congratulations to Maurice McLoughlin., We lock forward keenly to his next,
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