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Page 32 :
NEW BUNTER SHOW HITS BULLSEYE (continued from page 30}

and a mysterlous visitor finds his way into the scene. He likes to call himself
Captaln Hartley-right, Mr. Quelch thinks he 1s Mr. Sharpe, and later on we hear hin
called Higgins, yet all the while he bears a most striking resemblance to David Nixen,
that chap we all love so much on television. At any rate, even at the start, he
succeeds In making a square pig lock round,

However, the Famous Five do not reach their intended destination. Their motor
coach 1s wrecked In the snow near Polpelly, and the chums {ind themselves in a mysterious
o1d mansion on the Cornish coast. The hall of the house 1s replete with oil paintings,
secret panels, and a chest which squeaks violently when 1t 1s opened. The owner of the
house 1s a fiery old gentlemsn with a gouty leg and a wheel=chalr, and we suspect him as
socon as we see him. Our suspicion hardens when ve note thal the gouty leg is a false
appendage, and the old gentleman flashes 1ight signals from his windows, And where
does Billy Bunter come into 211 this? He's there = an uninvited guest = don't you freti

This year, there is an exceptionally strong cast, As always, the acting is
rpeccable. In fact, it 1s magnificent. MNever for one moment 1s the smallest bit of
fon allowed to approach caricature., Lesser actors might so easily put on an
ndifferent performance, a condescending performance, which would ruin the show. It
er happens here. The sterling efforts of the Bunter cast could not be finer if they
were performing the most dramatic play from Shekespeare.

pavid Nixon - lovable, gentle, charming, and brilllant - is a great asset to the
show. With a world-famous man in the cast, there was always the possibility that he
night steal the show, so that 1t was really a Bunter show in name only. But not with
a man, with a star, so great as David Nixon. He gives an altogether delightful
performance, fitting into his part 1ike a hand In a well-fitting glove, It is only in
the glorious finale that he makes the stage his own, and produces from nowhere the most
fascinating, the most lovely family of rabbits which you ever sam.

What can we say of Peter Bridgemont as "Billy Bunter?" He 1s utterly superb,
There 18 no other word for his performance, The agllity, the verve, the breathless
acrobatics of this amazing Young man have to be seen Lo be belleved. His energy 13
terrific. How he still comes up smiling after two hours of {t is one of the mirecles
of the Shaftesbury Theatre.

And vhat a pillar of strength 1s Michael Anthonyl Those of us who have seen
previous Bunter shows have ceased to marvel at his versatility. Last year he was
brilliant as a clown, this year he hides his om fine personality and good looks under
the guise of an old man in a wheel=chair, He never puts a foot wreng, and In a briefl
duel with B111y Bunter it is clear that both could put wp a great performance in "The
Three Musketeers,” A triumph of stagecraft, this duel, But, ye gods, how these two
workt It's terrific.

Clement MoCallin appears for the first time as Mr, Quelch and gives a tip=top
performance, Henry Moxon glves an excellent cameo as a Cornish coastguard, and it 1s a
joy to hear the Cornish brogue come rolling off his tongue, The Famous Five, as a team,
are perhaps not quite so good as last year, but nevertheless they are more than adequate
and do a rattling good job. Peter Sanders as Bob Cherry, and David Griffin as Johnny
Bull are back from last year!s production, they are splendidly cast and give bright,
convineing portrayals.  Knocking the daylights out of the piano is our omn Eric Fayne,
Resplendent in blaser and school tie he might, from the circle, pass at a pinch as one
imﬂmmn.iai
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