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It 1s not ny Intention to burden you with a lot of facts and figures, and a 1ist
of the contents of C. Dy Annuals from 1947 to 1961 would be neither practicable nor
desirable, If I have covered the main features as a tribute to the Annual's continued
success I am satisfied, If I have cmitted to refer to your own favourite item I crave
your indulgences

Like you, dear reader, I am locking forward to the time when the postman calls fn
Decenber and there is a heavy thud on the floor when our beloved C. D, Annual comes
through the letter=box, Ah, then for Christmas Eve, a cosy chair and maybe a clgar,
whilst [ an immersed In our hobby, Let no one disturb me then}

An enormous Anthology of Articles, Storles, and Pictures

cF D, ANNUAL FOR 1962: The following, in alphabetical order, 1s a list of contributors
o are featured In this mighty Year Bocks HARRY BROSTER; C, H, CHAPMAN; JAMES COOK}
RICHMAL CROMPTON; DANNY; BRIAN DOYLE; ERIC FAYNE; TONY GLYNN; R, H. GCDBAVE; ARTHUR
HARRISt CEOFFREY HARRISON; GEOFF HOCKLEYj TOM HOPPERTON; W. J. A. HUBBARD; ROCER JENKINS}
T, Ao JOHNSON; ROBERT KELLY; FRANK LAY; W, O, G, LOFTS; ARTHUR MCYSE; JACK MURTACH} ROSS
STORY; HENRY WEBB§ CHARLES WRIGHT; UNA HAMILTON WRIGHT,
Plus MEMORY LANE In which we sweep you back down the years
in four pages of plotures,
{The new novels In
Sexton Blake Library

Sexton Blake Today it

THE Blﬁ SMEAR 8.B.Ls 511 HOWARD BAKER
attenpt by the author "to explore & valid
ocoupational hazard® for anyone in Blake!s

SA"AEE position,

When Micky Deutsch escaped from priscn and
arrived In London determined to ruin and murder
Sexton Blake, Grimwald, Coutts and Kirby tried to
warn Blake of his danger, Tired, overworked and
ceperately anxious to finish a report on a gerious
casey Blate refused to listen to them, made the
mistake of underestimating his enemy and nearly
paid the price with his life,

A chance meeting with a beautiful girl gave
Deutsch the cppertunity to stage a series of care-
fully planned incidents designed to damage Blake's
personal integrity so that the detective found him-
self suspected by his friend, deserted by his
clients, facing "professional death" and possible
impriscnment for assault.

At that stage Deutsch moved In to commit a
murder which would lock like suicide and Sexton
Blake, bitterly conscious of his own stupidity,
refused to accept any help from his anxious staff
and worked out his own salvation,

A good stary with a sound plote :

SAVAGE !mi S.B4Ly 213 Wy n‘ %;NGF
A atory of outhors in search of a story for the §,B.L. and of the Editorfs fears for
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thelr safety, It deals with slave-traders; ritual killings; treacherous people in high
places In Lubandaj and a war-time promise made by Peter Saxon to a Somall sergeant = ®if
you ever need my help, either you or your pecple = just call and 711 come.”

Now he was answering & call for help, leading a two-man erusade agalnst slave—
traders,

The novel is packed with incident and action from the opening pages, where a dead
cat 13 left over the door of the author's room, to the closing chapters deseribing
Mariont's danger in a Sheik's haren,

A high standard of writing, excellent characterization and dialogue, and a skilful
use of Wit to ease the tenslon In placesmake this a very good story indeeds

YOURS SINCERELY

(Interesting Itens from the Editor!s Let! )

CASE {Liverpool): I note with some surprise that one of your readers eriticises
@ 01de Cynique Inn on the ground that It is out of place, IU has never seemed so to me,
and the items take up such a modest amount of space, one wonders there should be amy
objection, Perhaps I am prejudiced, In view of the fact that oy contributlions are often
accepted, Your readers will be getting the impression 1 am either a confirmed old soak
or a perpanent resident of the hostelry,.

NORMAN LINFORD {Camnock): 1 am sure that anyone who has resd the C11ff House stories in

e 1% Will not agree that the characters were just female shadows of thelr
Greyfriars acquaintances, They were written by Mr, Wheway, and he brought about a big
change in C1iff House School with his many yarns of sports fixtures so dear to the
schoolgirl heart, The Bessie Bunter of Mr, Wheway in no way resembled Billy Bunter and
this was, I think, his greatest sharacter change, Incidentally, the captalin succeeding
Stella Stone was Dulefa Fairbrother, not Dulcle Grey, and I presume you mean Jemima
Carstairs when referring to Jemima Carfax. In my opinion we old fans can say many thanks
to Charles Hamilton for creating Cliff House, but give & greater measure of thanks to
Mr, Wheway for bringing the characters alive and colourful,

J. A. WARK (Dunoon): I rust disagree with the remarks of Ray Bennett re Danny's Diary.

Think it an excellent feature and 1 recapture past raptures when reading it, One fleld
1 think the Digest could explore further = that of the private detective, [ would be
dellghted 1f someone would take up the cudgels on behalf of many of the others beside
Lee and Blake = Dixon Hawke, Tubby Halg, Falcon Bwift, etc, Another of the like was Joe
Pickford but I cannot recall which publisher presented him for our enjoyment, All I need
add 1s that Blske and Lee were not the only pebbles on the beach,

REV, J, DOCKERY {Cambridge): 1 thoroughly enjoy every word of Collectors! Digest. I
conyai"uﬁte you most heartily on 1ta production and its continued hi standards A
great achievement, at no small expense of time and laboure

(Burnley): I would not miss a single copy of Ccllectors! Digest, The
atmosphere of the magazine 1s so friendly, and I have had much happy correspondence with
a mmber of your readers, It all draws me like a moth to a candle into the eircle of
01d Bayse
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