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'!'RE EDI'l'OR CHATS WITH HIS RF.ADll!S 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

In these languorous days of mid- summer , while so many of you are 

enjoying yourselves on Britain's sun-drenched beaches, it seems incon­

gruous t o be looking ahead to December. By that tae, the waters of the 

sea will no longeLbe tempting . Tbll gentleJephyrs will heve changed t o 

icy blasts. You will need something to take your minds off the Briti sh 

cliJCate - and , as you will heve guessed , I am l eading up to COLLECTORS' 

DIG&S'I' AliNUAL for 1962. 
Preparations are nov in full swing for the day vhen the postmen 

will bring this giant Year Bcok to you. We are aiming to make this , 

the 16th of theci, the finest of them all . I can let you have a peep at 

aoD8 of the jewels which this iJm>ense ca.aket will contain. 

RICHMAL CROl!ProN, world- famous crsator of the most lovable scamp 

in ficti~hes written a special article for the Annual , and invites 

X2l!Jo · ~~ .... ~MN ..... ~,·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-



TOM OOPPERTO!l, renowned for some of pur finest articles in the 
past , l8s written "REIIDm UNTO RICHAIIDS - " , which ranks with the finest 
he hss ever done. 

ii. O. G. LOF'l'S brings us the results of a mammoth piece of re­
search in which he gives the name of the write r of every substitute 
story in the Ma8net. Ent itled "Tl!E NEXT BEST 'l!!IllG", this remarkable 
article is priceless. 

One of our most brilliant vri ters end the most knowledgeabl e of 
all Hamiltonians , ROGER J&IICIUS, contri bute s a vow of en opus - "TrlE 
DU!lTIBS Kr HOME." 

'l'OMY GLYNN presents us with a fascinating little masterpiece "CALL 
IT ~CilllCE", in which be reviews the sc ience fiction of the Thomson 
papers . 

To deli@ht St . Frank's fans, R. J. GOI6AVE turns the spotli@ht on 
"\iILLARD •s ISLAND", and l ooks back on some of the most famous st ories 
of a famous and beloved schoo l. 

ARTHUR MOYSE reflects on the vorl< of the artist "ALFRED CONCANFll. " 
ii. J . A. HUBBARD, our expert on the stiff - covered school tales , contributes 
a survey on the stories of. school life written by P. G. Wodehouse. 

SElCl'Oll BLAKE fens will be well catered for as usual by members of 
the Sexton Blake Circle who contribute en anthology of i tems on t he 
world •s greatest and best known detective . 

DAll!IY, who has become so very popular this year in Coll ectors • 
Digest, will feature in the Annual at the special request of countless 
readers . You will find en account of "DANN'!'$ CHRISTMAS" in the 1962 
Annual. 

mrc FAY!IE leaves fac tual matt ers to more worthy pens , end con­
tribute s a piece of fiction - a st ory of Tom Merry & Co and Ralph 
Reckneas Cardew of St. Jim ' s, under tho title "LATE SU!sMER FOLLY." 

The volume 1<ill be profusely illustrated, end you will be ab le to 
turn back for a while t o the spring time of life by taking another 
stro ll down liEJ.iORY LA!iE. 

These are some of the treats in store for readers of the 
COLLEX:TORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1962 , There are pl enty more. 

This month we sen d you the · order form for the 1962 Annual . The 
cos t s of production are so heavy that it will not be possibl e for us --------- ... --Oj,O!··-...... -- .. --- ..... - .............. ___ ... __ _ 



to print many copies to meet late orders . You vill help us to plan 

ahead if you order in good time . 
On the order form is space for any advertisement which you D8Y 

vish t o insert . Adverti sements for the Annual cost 2d per word, serial 
numbers counting as one vord . Quotations can be given for Ml - page 
or half - page accouncecents . It is unlikely that the Annual vill pay 
for itself , but the more advertisem ents you send us, the narrower be­
comes the gsp. And remember, the Annual provide s a unique form of 
advertising . It will be read from oover to cover for many years to oome. 

As last year , the price of the 1962 Annual is 15/- plus 1/6 for 
post and packet . Send in your order fon::s, snd make sure of yourAnnusl, 

LEI' 1S BE CONTROVOOIAL: 

'iith this month' s issue , our regular feature "Let's Be Contro ­
versial" reaches its 60th edition . It is perhaps some small achieVE>­
ment. It vas originally intended that the feature should ""' for su 
mont hs . It has, in fact , ""' for 60 months, or , to be more exact , for 
5t years . In 60 different issues you have crooned with pleeeure or 
BJ18Shed your teeth vith fury. 

Socetillles it hos seemed inevi table that the supply of the<les 
vould Nil out. That the vell vould run dzy . But it never has. The 
main quality of Let ' s Be Controversial is that it makes readers think , 
It often makes tl>?m take up tl>?ir pens and write . Sometimes they are 
in agreement; sometimes they are in disagreemoot. Sometimes they throw 
bouquets , sometimes they throv brick-bets . It doesn ' t &tter vhat they 
throw, The 1!18.in thing is that they throv soce thing . 

Novada,ys some of our clubs sel ect a theme vhich has been discussed 
in the feature, and further discuss it at a Club meeting, 'ie are very 
happy that this should be so . 

"Controversial" , as many readers call it for short, seems even 
more popular now than vhen it started 5t years ago. It continues its 
harrowing, provocating vay to please you or to annoy you - but , alvays , 
we hope, to interest you. 

THE P&DRC STORY: 

Socie months sgo we vere privileged to give readers the velccn, 
advance nevs that Pedro vas return:!ni; to too Sexton Blake Library. The 
story which brings the grand bloodhound back is entitled "Killer Peck" 
am vill be published in mid-September, 

Ve susgest to our rea ders that they ask their newsagents to 
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secure a copy for them and t hen write to Collectors ' Digest to l et us 
lmow their views on the new st ory . 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
DIGFBT Rr.Atg§ OVER PR0H 1'HE STAI£§ 

Collectors, Digest reader , f'red Crtrrtn, Is en e TiSU. te thls CO\lltry trom the 
trl lted State~. aoc.~lec:t by hls wtre MarJ, ena 11>n, Thofl&S, aged 10. FNCl l s one or 
our lead ing experts on Boys• Friend loN. Mary Grtrttn ta an ent.huslastlc Digest r an, 
end alweys Nada it ttrst. She loves to see mention or people lhe has met. 

Rµ3l]LT Sf QlR AU,l§T rotfEIITJCJf 

The eon-eet aolUtlon of t.be three puzzles was 1. Caught Recbanded . 2. The Shadow 
ot th e Back. 3. A Cry In t.be Nl,,_t. 

Hany readers made 10me JDl)St lnt.eresttn.g atteai,ta (10m or the suggested t.ltles 
were qui te weird) but only one reader maMged to tlnd two aorreet titles out or tho three. 
"nle book: award is tberefort sent to R. J. CCU3J.VE or LQ'tonaton e , Jh> t a fast becoming 
our most sueeeutul coq:,etltlJr. 

fflE UH)(}{ o,s,e,c, - HANILIWIAH LIBRARY 

~: 

Roger Jenkins, • nie Firs•, Eastern Road, Havsnt, Hants, 

on loan over 1.}00 carefull.1 selected Hagnets, Gems and s . o.L•s to library 
,:ubscrlbers . 1'1e arrival or aome moN postal boxes aMS M Increase tn stocks 
anables us to accept a rew more postal mec::t>er a. Ple ase send a 3<2 stamp and 
nace or rereree 1t tnt ereated . 

F'Cfl §AU': B.F'. Lib. 328 •Rivals sxl an.11"11• £). (We are selling at a l oss). s.A.E. 
please • 

.!!!!!ml: Hagnet No. 2 (£1 orrered) 

Kainets 751 , 1'29 , 1032,. 1142, 1144, 1150 C1CV'-each ottered) 

cem 755, 763, 764, 789 (1 Cl/- each orrere d) 

s.o . L•s 169, 197,. 20'.}, 251 (1 0/ • each ottered) 

.,. .. ,,,..,.,.,.,,.,.,,.._ ,_,,..,.,.,..,.,,.,..,.,.,, ... ,,.,.,...,.,,,,,..,,..,.._,.,.,,.,..,.,,..,......,,.,,.,,.,,..,,...,,,.,,.,.,,.,.,.,,,.,.,,,.,,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,,,,,,.,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,u,u,,,,,, 
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DEAR OLD PALS 
(~) 

§Y Too H9ppertoo 

Ci. W. M. Reynolds devoted a f a ir 
&m0unt or t i ne to denouncing the artstocre.cy 
oa brtr.en-h eorted l eeches .!IUCktng the 
)l t e-blood from Ol d El'lgl aid . He should 
also have castigated them tor th eir 
appal li ng care l essness wlth their ch i ldren . 
JC one can judge troc. Vtetor-tan ttetlo n, 
It was then 1'11ghl.y dangerous t.o ru S'l l'Ollld 
a cemer withou t a cauti ous prelim inary 
peep. Otherwise, one was almost certain to 
take a nasty tur:tll e o'l'er sooe k lO'lSDPed, 
~doned or pla in t!!lslald bant ll ng or a 
peer. 

Hiss i ng he tr st<lt"tes are: doubtless 
as old as prtvate property , but ?Ii.en th& 
Gothic rocance became popu l ar towards t he 
end or t.ro etgtiteent h century th e authors 
working tor the l1tnerva and stcnar 
presses rode an tncrust ry or th eci. The 
Gothic tracHtton pas sed Into the hMds or 
the peM)""(lreadful write r s , Yl'lo re scued 
a sight r.ore c.blldren than nen Dr. 
Bamaoo did , fll tl e Ainsworth , Di ckens, 
Lytton Q1'ld th e rest kept tbe t hcoe goi ng 
In • respect@le' ltt era t ure. 1be fl ood 
re ached i ts peak In Ole Boys• paper s , and 
I t Nould be o. str;>le but t.ed t ous task to 
l is t a hundred sl.l:h stories 1n t he t ori., 
ye.u-s between •Jack Harkawa,y• ( one or tbem) 
am the early •coo.• 

These t ales were certa l nJ.y easy oeat 
ror the &t.1'1ors, Mo reached down rrom the 
peg 1lFlCI w!thout oental et rort the basic • 
structure ot the ir plcts , but It Is di f fi ­
cult. t..o condem them th e ptwllc •s appe­
ti t e n::is lns::i.tl t.bl e . EYen In oper a •ni.e 
Boheotan Otrl' was th e dar ll n, or the 
S,tturday night • gc:dS- t or over a cent ury . 
When Georgo Lansbury was nmina 1 1'he 
Dal].y Herald • , he brought In Theodora 
Wllson-utlson to liven t hings up wit h a 
serial fi c ti on or a nlal l st or le ft.­
wing slant. fl)e good lady a.is t orig inal l y 
deltvered a Olart l s t ncveltt t e In whi ch th e 
hero was the r.il slald otrsprll'li ot soc:ie 
landofmer or other: L.ansbury, 'fltlose sense 
or Jr?ny IJUSt have atrophied , pr inted the 
sturr with his encoclur.i.s and, as rar as I 

rmett)er , not cne reader was CIOVed t o 
protest , 

Small wonder , Ulen, that al l EnalaM 
hung breathless ly on the progress ot the 
f lchborne case . ffle ir t avwrlte rt ctl a, 
h3CI 80me t o 1t re •under l:Jlel r Yer7 eyes . • 
The r,ross , bloated vulgar ity or Orton th e 
Cla l t'W'lt C(llllted tor nothing : the rtc:laMe 
gi lded even htci tll.d spUt the IIOUl'ltry &nto 
wan-tni: Cai.i>s or furious part. t s.an.,. 

Nevortll.eless, an)' author ln the 
twem .. ath centu ry ff\o reso r ts to ml.astna 
he lr s cainot gr,Ja)l e It he Is autoa) tl cally 
llld unhesltat lngl.y O<lndemoo or being 
idl e on parooe and of rely ing on th e most 
hackneyed ot plo t s. To do FrMt Rtehards 
Justice , this r ul tng dou not apptar t.o be 
applicable to him, or , at all event s , not 
ent lre IY. Re seem core to take bis stand 
wltb £ltz a Code Men she ( alms t ) sai d: 

•t love I t, r love It , and "10 
sha ll Oare 
To chide oe fo r loving that 
missing he ir? • 

It l s ax1Clmatlo that th e 1ntrod uct1on 
ot a nn trtl oquJst pins even t he cos t 
aspiring auttior dQ'm to a low leve l , wt tll 
th e weary, stale , tlat and unprof itable re­
hash detylng an)' att eq,t to eleva t e It by 
good M'l tt ng. 'Ibis Is cert a lnl,y not the 
case wi th our present Ujee t : there have 
been sooe very tine stor i es Indeed on It , 
ana F'rllM Richard, cons idered that • The 8QY 
W! tll.out a Name"· ls m:JO~ h is bes t "°rk• It 
Is slgn ltl eant too , that this was not 
tumed out to meet a spoce schedul e 1n a 

Lt!'~1:· 1 tu-:. fer rTtie ilcy s• Friend Lib. ~ ar.C: 
presur:iably produced eon accre . The subject 
obvlousJ.y fnsc tnated h tr.i. Bet,reen 1917 and 
1920 Rookwood had no less than t our aeries 
on It - ElTol , t Erbi!rt , ' The Naoel ess 
Stranger' and •the 1oq.• Tbl s last waa a 
bl ack tlll'k for Roc,k.wood, reveal Ing a.s It 
did tll e grave det lc l eney In Dr. CJllsholD• s 
t ruthwcrth lnesa as a heod,cns ter . tr he 
oould not be rellecl on not to mtsley h i s 
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own son, cyr,11, how cOUld he be regarded 
as s r lt CU#todtan or other people • ;, 
f'urthenaore , IWld at almost the sace t tme, 
•c t tt fOl"d cun• was str1Tln& to put 
•schoo l Sld Spcrt• on l ta feet with a ta l e 
nr:, ste l lar to •The Bey Without a Nace. • 

It ta a captious ortt lc 'ftlo deoands 
nn plots 1n schoOl atort taa. Even ao, 
wtthout 1S'l1 unreaaonable era Tlng tor 
nonlt.7 tor noTelty•a aalte , t t can st ill 
be urged that ~rt a ln or the old-stagers 
are now unnecessar111 ln"ttat t ne and t he 
mtas lng heir ta one or them. No matter 
hair clenrl.1 Fl'Slk Rtehards apen hi s varia­
t ions on the tbame - and he even managed to 
land •nie B:1111 wi th a long-lost broth er • 
he still bad to depend en an tnt t tal baste 
1.q)robabSlltJ, .tlll e af t.er each denouemmt 
COtnot dence had to retire to seek ihe 
aentcea or a bone-set te r. Her oelebrated 
lore an:i had been jerked out ot tts 
aooket. 

In the loose aootal fabric of the 
Hl ddl e Ages , the Idea waa: not on).y pro ­
bab le but gEl'lerall)r acce ptable . Going 
outatde rtctton , the Dldless of 8UrglDldy 
might haYe been lrdJeed tor polttlo.al 
reasons to accept Perk. In Wert>eck as her 
neP111t, Rlcbard , Duke or York, aupposedl,1' 
ordered ln the tower , but th e King ot 
Scotl&nd had no ttnaer tn the Plmtager 11•t 
foo.111 p i e end cust surel.Y have been 
convtnced or th e truth of Perk.tnts clolm 
to glve him h is d&Uf!,hter tor wife. Even 
a ?uldred yeors ago tbe dl"'eadtu.l writers 
were st il l on sat e grctni, M prond by 
the Ttchbome trial, but In ney period 
dur i ng 'llllltch ,-.. Rtchords was wr lttng he 
could not r.i:ake a. similar ol a lo. 

As each year went by the Jncreo.,lng 
organis at i on ot soc i ety i.iade the whole 
thing more and raore tci,robable, until In 
tbese pcst--war year s ot regtment atton 
and regis t ration one woul d think It tcr­
pos.slble t o lose a k i d at 611. Yet "Rhen 
th e ttrst ot th e •Jack of All Trades• 
books appeared , tll at versa til e youth so 
platnl.y bOre the earcartc.s that I nttlred 
troo. the struggle and so nner tot.11d out 
"10 dqed h ie an:I ,t\y . Well mlght 'The 
Ttoe.- rev iewer eauttoual.7 conttn e hto­
selt to 1 Nr. Rlcharos has produced a 
period p iece .• In lus cau U ous mood he 
could well haw auggeated 1:2'1.at the subject 

9'0Uld not be ami ss to pUt a period to 
th e period. 

1'be r:iost st rtktng of th". Rl ehard a ' 
stories In this Teln wos not • I beU en• 
ever rep ri nted and ts probabl.7 not t oo 
well mow. •The Todgers 1'oUiCh• (Boya • 
F'r'l end' Hoa. 971-2 , JanWU7 . 1920) 
opened wt th Joaeph Todgers so engrossed 
bY •Lost Sir Qlarl es , or ·the }"1atery ot 
th e 111$sl ng Baronet • tha t 'lt!;ib an actTer·t. 
appears In th e 1boo1Psori poper seek.IOI 
l1arcladl.lte F l tU"OY' Arlington the romantic 
Otmlcy' persuades himself• wl tl'I a li ttle 
help rrom Frank Richards and Co, that he 

ts tha t ots l ald sprig ot the nobili ty . Ha 
j uq,s to the conclW1ton that . 11r'• focliers 
mat be • t he fa i thful. retalne~ ttlo had 
saved hie frail tbe Jttm&ppera aid se<*.a 
t.c drag trcn hlcl • tbe aecret ot hla 
b i rth . • 11>.e Incensed •retainer- *8.].es 
him with a cattlt de , ,tier eon Ou•lk)' revises 
hl s optnton. COl"ITl.nced now ttaot tod&er a 
Senior is •tbe J:tf!"Qldon ot the eon$) lre­
tors• , he l:u*.s tor Hont.N:al t o • seek b i s 
birtbrlght• • ·meet ing a horsethta t on the 
,sq . 1ba t tore arm takes another cruel 
tw11ttna u this tUITls out to be ttarmOIS.lk.• 
FltU"OY and O:l,UllQr returns to a ooupl e of 
patn tul lnt-ervlews with tttas lieadOws anCS 
t.he reta ln&r-litfl"IDldon. 

•The Co, adYlsed hlo to &ITe up 
eunte n' s circu l ating llbraJ"Y d'd to ghe 
1.1lulng heirs and rightfu l mrqulsea n wide 
berth , lllbl cb Nal.l¥ WU &OOd odVlca.• 

11\eN ser£iS to be a mor al &OlilCfthere. 
I wt sb t ocu l d th ink ttiat 1t 1a, 

SPECIAL lj§l§ 

§TAATlNQ Nl;gT !9Tl 
-EW CREYFRIAAS P001'RAIT 

GAU.LRT - t he t trn tcr ma.n, ,ears - spe­
olallY dr""1 tor cou.=s • DICEST llY 
worl~faJ:JOU I 111'". C. H. CltAPl1lN. 

Look out for th e t lra t portr a i t next 

""'""· J.. ser ies you wUl treaaure , 

hod beWJ worked to dea Ul dld tha t It 
........ _.. ......... -.. .. - .......................................... " .... - .... -, .......... ,_,,..,_ ................................. , .......... ,_ .................... ,,,M,,, .... - ......................... .. 



DANNY'S DIARY 
S£Pm1Bll\ I 1 912 

Jtt s as clear as a bell no"' 1 won:l.ertd N'!1 they had OOTed tol"ft!U"d the pUbllcatlon 
(bys ot the CE!!CI end the Kagnet - the Cm tree Thw-siay to WeclnesdaY', and the Nacntt. trcci 
TUesdeY t.o ttondB)' . I kn<iW "*lY nC#f. /1 new pEl)er Is CCCllfC out -next JDCflth. It •Il l be 
called •11\e Poon, Popular-, an:i I 11,'1 looking f orward to it very ~b. Its publlc atlon 
dete will be frtd~. 

Arter the wettest md coldest Au.gust tn living ceoory , Septer:tier WM talrl.¥ tine. 
We went ot r to Yan:iouth earlY In the r:w:l'IU\ tor our fcrtnlght by the sea. We travelled on 

the Creat Easwrn 11ne rrm Ltvtr­
pool Street, end our tr a in waa pulled 
.by a huge bl ue erctne . It was a 
very interest.Ing Journey, parttcu,. 
larlY Mlen we to t lnto Norfolk and 
sar all tile WlndDllls, I bought 
the Sports Library, flhlch 101t1 a 
halfpenny , at Llver,>ool Street 
station . I t Is a nice little 
paper, wJth a ,erlal called •cet­
'Ibere-<lWlter-, all aboUt. a cobbler'• 
son Who goes to St , Ou1a• s Bchool. 

ln Yaroouth we s tayed at the 
Golden Sands Hot.el overlooking t.he 
sea. It was a nice hotel nm bJ 
Hr'. Md Hre. Botherby , It hs:l a 
large di ning roan wi th th.Ne bay 
windows , ard 1n each bay stood a 
huge .Asptrtn tn lll art pot, Hrs. 
Botherby ,sas Tel"f proud or her 
plS1ts, and always sponged the 
leavea or the Aspirins enl'1 
morning, 

One day Hr. Botherby gave ce 
the latest Boys • Friend ,3d Li brary 
Wled •Hipper or Bt. Ntnlan•s- bJ 
~ell Scott. I liked It very 
cucll. 

We went 1n the aea IIIOst daya, 
and tl!II!' hod batlllng coohln•• ..,,oil 
wart t<*En do,rn to the watert a 
ed&& by horses. I 8*ed l1ID fbl 
th G)' did this, and !he said tt \IIOUld 
be rude l.llleaa "" s t tA>ed st r aight 
out ot tbe cachln e Into Che .ea. 
ltrl had a beauttt ul "'lmina; 
costtr:le with tlotl"ICes trld trllla 
end lota or materi al, but Dad did 
not go tn ltl e 11:Ster, ~Ing to hl.t 
digni ty, 

'Itlere Is a tine b ig pleasure 
beach at Tamoutb. I cot Dad to 10 

........ -..... -- .-- , .... -.... -------- .... ·---- -- ·-· I 
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on the gi an t •ltc?*>aok wlt.b. me, al'l1 he was quit e qry about tt. He 3 &~ It was li ke 
hnvJn g hta appencUz OU\. wlthoUt ehloro t crc., 

t had two Gem llbll e 1 waa a t Yamoulh . Both "ere excellent . •rt e Spy ot the 
Scbool' wns the perfect ae.hool story . t.engton , the prefect , t old a eontlden t tal secret 
t.o Kildare. 11el1Jstl onffi eerd it and let it out , ard Tom nerry was blamed tor tt. Wall.J 
0 11rey played quite a big part tn this atoi,. 

'!be ot.her was •Rough on Retolttt•, ln ..tllch Xen- dlsguhed h lmaelt end pretended t o 
be t1rs . Ratcll tf. lre at run. 

We had se-Teral rid es on th e t.<>p or the trams . We went out t o Ciorltston b7 t.rs , 
md mother t ime we went to Cats~ r. Lonl.J rid es . At catst er , the oonduotor does not 
tum the trolley pole . rte tr am start s back Md the Pol e reverses It self. 

th e Kagnet sto r ies ban bffl'I ad\ better th is Wlth Ulan In August. I had C.wo ln 
Yamouth, 8ld Ded asked r!le If I thought he was Dade of coney. nae rtrst was •The 
Hidden ffoM"()t4 ftllch was ab.solUtelY great. . · lt wa.s feartu.11.)r creep }·. The boys found a 
derelict steace r wi th nobody on boan1 . Doug sa)'s It was based on the t1arle Celes te and 
Dad sa id tt was based on th e FJ.y1ng tllt.cl'aan, Md they argued ror ngea. I sa ld 1 dldn • t 
care Ir It was based on the Claoton Belle .. t thoroughly enj oyed lt . Not hnH l The 
SK:>nd stcl')' was •ttie 1'Uck~ ,Raider.- ln lilhteh &:llttv , Snoop end Stott rntded. Hrs . 
t11mblet s shop , and th e rarous Four were bl~ tor It. 

We wErit to th e Yarmouth Plen-ots on th e snnds twice. They were very good. There 
waa a good chece lem, M\d he ssn&, •Hold )'our hand out , naughty bOY". It made t'.l8 thlnk. 

of 11r. Ratc lttr. A ledJ sang •nie Ship Tbat w111 Never Return, • all at>out the Tlt anlc, 
Md 1'tlm used her sciellln& bottl e. A st ciut mn Dad said waa a bass sang •It tho se Ltps 
Could only Speak" and quite a l ot of people were dallbtng tlle tr e)'es . 

We went hone tn th e c td6le or the month , aa 1 had to get rcacr,y tor a new terc at 
school . To Nad on th e Jciurne)' I bouabt t he a-it on Jack 'Mltcb ~ called 1 Tbe See.ret 
Slaves' . It waa all about th e Congo, ¥lei the hero was a 'Ylll a tn cal led George Mo.r:lden 
Plun::cer. It was exc itin g. Doug~ th e Dreadno"Cht "'1tch ha., en Wlu.1ual new serial 
called •0oa:t.• What a ti tl e l 

on Septem:>er 17th there was a t.el'1'1ble tra in di sas ter at Dlt't.on J me tt cn , nenr 
Wlct'lea , on the London and North Wes t ern Ra 11JmY. The 5.30 p.m. express tran Chester to 
Liverpool was signalled t o cro.s a t ram me rast t o th e alow li ne at Ditton but the d ri ver 
misread the s ignals. He approached the eroasov er , lltll eh ht was supposed to take at 1S 
mues lf\ hour , at '10t'e thon a nlle a tit nute. The M'lole tr a in Jett the ra il s, Md th e 
ooglne tr avelled a B,Nat:.dt s tanc e on lts a lde, struck a bridge , and broke in balf . Sh 
eooches l eaped right over th e englne, and l.r:oedlat.ely Ure broke out 1n the wreckag e troc. 
t he K"-S lighting. F'ltteen people were killed, and larg e nud>ers i njured. Dad so,ya tt 
t s htgh tt cie that gas tnumtnatton 1'U remved trom all tr a in s . 

Hf cousin Robin at Aldertllot sen t oe the l tttea t Harvel . I t eont atned a wlld west 
stot')' ot Jack, S8CI Md Pete called Pftle ~stery ot Fort Desol ate• bys . Clark e Hook:." Alsc 
•ni e f lghttng Stok er« , a stol")' about Too SeYers and the Fight ing Porson, by Arthurs. 
Hantr . The Harvel bas a ne,r sertal cal led •Britai n at B~ . Doug says th is was n ser ial 
ln th e Geo, aM before that tt "Al a serial tn the Boyt a friend. 

Coleridge-Taylor, the c~se r , di ed tbt s month. It ts a los s io tb e world ot 
ru st e. 

W~ went to the theatrie t,rtc e before I ffllnt boeJc t o school. We aa,i •Drake' a 
pageant pla, at H lo HnJesty •s Ttieat.N. L¥n Hard ing wa., Drake and PhYllla Neilsen-Te rry 
was Qt.een Elizabeth. 

We ole::i MW •&wrywol2;\11' at Dnr7 Lane. Gl adys Cooper was •Be8llt.Y1' ond H. B. 
Irving was 1 Nob~. Both shows ware good, but t liked •Drake• th e better as It Jt'88 BIOJ"'8 
a;.•P.Ct acular. 

It was Dad's blrrbd a.Y '1lls C):)Oth, Md t boUght hlD a box or 100 Pla)'erst 
Cigarette,. Tbey cost 213. t\m. uve m lbe 2/3 . 

nie t.wo oth er atortea In the Go thi s tJOntb were •lbe sent ence or the Houae , • 
about a new bof cal led Erle Lorne. Cousin Ethel was a fri end ot h is s ist er. Tbe other 

.... ,,,,, .... _____ , ...... _, , ......................................... ,, ..... ,NH-• '"''""'" "" '"' ''" .. " " .. '"•H•o ... ,,.., .... ,,,O,, .. , ..... ,,. .. , __ , , ....................... ,.,,.. ,,,.,. ....... .. 
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story was gl"Clld , a t.al t called •The Pretect t s Plot• , tn l'tlloh the PN:trot Blnaht,:l got 
TQQ J1en-y expelled. I had never heard ot Binabac before. fll• aer ial 1Sebool ll'lder 
cenva, . l s drawing to a close , m a new one cal l ed 'Birds or Pf'tY9 bf Kaxwell Scott 
ts announced t.o st.art soon. 

In th e Hagnet the two other stories were •Coker tllnor - Stxttp.f' ormerti, ln "11Ch 
Coker•s o lnor Reggi e nent to Cireytrlars, W wa., so brctny tllat he was put In th e Slxtll, 
'Ibis one, I ao alriost certain WaJ Illustrated by Arthlr Cl artte, 

1be other story was •n e Creytrlars InsurMC e Co. • , ln tfl lch F'lsh)' got an Idea frOCI 
our Ou11.cellor or the E::r:ehf!Quer , Mr. Llo)'d George, The hllOffS paid F'lsh a penny a week 
and he insured thee against breakage s . All went well mtn aoa!bod)' started smashing 
windows, A S3a..mlng storY. It was Illus trated by Hr,, Chaiaen. 

• • • • •• .And Yorkshire has l¥Cn th e County Cricket ~tonititp. 

TE OlDE CYHIW§ JNH 

Ser, tce •llll e you wai t. What the other Ohap 1 "1.o came tn after 
you, gets. 

\.IANT'fl): •school .rid Sport• am 'King Cricke t •; also O"lr1stmns Double Htrbers ot 
~s . .... J . A •. w.R.tc, GRmoo«ME, CLYDE stREET, KIRN, ~ . ARcm ........ _,_, ................. ., ... ..... 

~ , Populaz-~ 1919 :.!!,_ Hel soo Lees . ....... :8~...:~ ... ~ - ~~..! ... ~~ ...:_ ...... -- ..... ~ ... ... 
~ 

1
~i;~t~~:;~~ Hoa. 1, 36, 38, /..4 - 50. 51 ... each ot t ered tor any or these 

L. PAOU1AN, 'El, ARQIDIJ.E ROAD, &AST DUI..Wlat, I.Dftxli , S.E.22 • . ._ .,_ .......... ,,. .. __ ....... --"-..... .. _ ....... _ .... ___ .... ...,_ ... __ ,,, ... ,.., ............. __ , ___ , __ 
~ tor ttagnet No. 216 •For Hts r.other •s Soke.• Hust be tn good condlt1on . 
~£, 11, ;«;XXt.AH0 CARDF.XS, ?1&IELL HIU., l.Oicm, N.10 • ............ __ ,..,_,.,., __ ...... ,_ .. __ .... __ .. , ...... - ....................... ,, __ .... ,,. .......................................... .-, _____ ._,, ...... ~ 

!..'~"ffl) ; s.O. L' a Hos. 6o and 68. ttagnets Nos. 629, ~5, 8fi1, 868, 874, 869, 879, 
~ , 891, 900. 
CR. R. WI~ , 100, BROCff'IEllJ ROAD, CLASGCM, N,1. """~ ..................... -- .......................... - ............ _ ........ __ ..., ___ ..,,.1 ... ,.., ...... ,_ ,_ ... _ .. ______ , __ ,., 
~: a. o.vs 42, 258. Nelson Lee No. 1JO (old aeri es) . Your pric e paid plus 
postai:e. n.e ad:Vef'ttser MS sc;n; s .o.Lt s , Helson Loes, Ceo.sand Hagnet s for exchmge 
cn:ty. BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH D1BASSY, REYXJAVIJC, ICEU.HD. - ... -........ - ..... - ...... -......... '"--·--.. -...... _ ....... _ .. , __ ~_ ..... __ ,,_ ............. ,.,.. __ ..,,..,,,._,,. __ .. 
!!!,1!!!;!1: s .o.L. 58. B.P. (Green·~> 762, 7611, 780, 1""2, 1257, 1264 to 12913. 
1 Tltm. TRD: ROAD, OlD HILL, ST'Afl'S. 

tntRII.L EDITION CE' •TJE A~ tOORJ.PHY Cf' FRANK RJatAAOO•. 25/•e Paeked with ~ 
intere s ting Nading nnd ~ rasctnattng p ictures, with a long suppl e.:imt on ~r l es 

t!e: aton t s wortc by ~le fqne. Obt ai nable f roc any bookshop or d lr ect t ra:i Collectors • 
Dt:;cst Ort lee ,. The f.dl tor or c.o. wttll oan the Autob1ograpt,y to ercy"" a::ldress In tlle 
.wor ld , ...................... _ ... ..,,_,,,_..,_ ... , ....... - .................... _ .,,,, .. ,,, __ ..... - ... , .... _,,,,. .. _,_, .,..,,~, ..... __ ,,,_.., __ _ 

' '"'"""'"""''_,_,....,,,..,.,,.,..,.H __ ,,..,.,..,, .. .,, .. .,,. __ ..,,..,., .. ,.,,,,..,._,...._,._.., __ ..,..,.,,.,,.,.., _____ _ ,.,.,, _ _ _ 
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.NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by JACK WOOD 

This month, Reuben Godsave has some int er es ting ar gument s t o 
prese nt . His vi ews on humour, wit h spec if ic refer ence to the St . Frank 's 
saga , will be very cont r overs i al , indeed - particularl y t o t he s taunch 
Old Franc i scan who may well wonder if the writer i s talkin g about t he 
same subject. 

However , l et the r eader judge f or himself . 

* * * * 
A JAUNDICED VIM 
B;y R. J. Godsave 

There is no clear definition of humour in a book or any rules 
about the introduction of i t . Some books are called humor ous because 
th ey set out with no ot her purpose but to make us laugh , and th e more 
we laugh the greate r th e success of th e book . It is easy t o rouse a 
l augh , because nothing is easier than t o think we are normal ourselves 
and see another person being ridiculous. But th e intenti onal l y hu!llor­
OUB book i s not often successful. The duty to la ugh r emoves all de sire 
to do so . Consequentl y , humour enchants us most when it i s incidental 
t o a se r i ous book. 

The humour which enchanted th e re aders of th e earli er Nel son Lee 
Library was incidenta l, chiefly because the sto ri es were not of a 
frivol ous na tur e . This could not be sa i d of t he New Ser i es i ssued in 
1930, some of which I r ecently had an opportunity of r eading . The St . 
Frank ' s par t , which consis ted of half a dozen pages, was delib erately 
humor oun, and shewed a great deteri oration from the earli er llel son 
Lees . 

The whol e atmosphere of St . Frank ' s seemed t o be that of a holiday 
camp in stead of a sea t of l earning. Disciplin e was prac t ically non­
exi st ent. Respect for a fonirmaste r othe r than the ir own was not shewn 
by t he boys . The fac t that an auth or has to limit his s tory t o a f ew 
pages can only r esult in epi sodes which appear trifling . 

There can be no doubt that th e cre ati on of the Nel son Lee Dete ctiv e 
Academy was per haps th e main cause of t he weakness of t hese st ori es . 
To talce t he leading charac t er s as Nelson Lee ' s assistants was t o depriv e 
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tho St. Frank 's storie s of much of their strengt h. On the other hand, 
the Detect ive Aoederey sto ri es were of a higher s tandard , end more or 
l ess , t ook over t he Kelson Lee. The front covers depicted inciden t s _ 
from the detectiv e st ories. 

To ll1lf mind, Brooks made a fatal misteke when he asked read ers 
for suggestions , and endeavoured to oerry t hem out , The r esult of thi s 
was the gradual decline of th e Nel son Lee Library , th e st ories becoming 
unrealis tic and f8l'-fetched , 

* • * * * 
And now, our wri tar reoells one of the l eading spirit s of St , 

Frank's, a characte r vho one f el t was Brooks's own favourit e , created - i 

or a t l eas t developed - with an eventual viev to hi e leaving Lee and , 
Nipper fr ee from th e problems of a scholastic exi ste nce. 

KINDRED SPIRITS 

It is rec ognised t hat human beings are neither good nor bad, but 
mixtures , and inconsi st ent mixtures at that. Some people are eimple by 
nature, and ot hers as naturally compl ex. 

A good example of a complex perscna lit y is Reggie Pit t , during 
his first tom a t St, Frank ' s . How he wrecked Hr. llrs gg ' e study at 
the River House School on his arr i v,µ and oeused lfoll bcme & Co, to 
suff er for hie misdeeds , makes good reading. He came under th e influ­
ence of Jack Grey, anot her new bey, who arrived at St, Frank 's in th e 
second half of the t erm, and became a refomed charact er. 

Perscnally , I doubt whether a genuin e reform is possi bl e, Basic­
ally, a perscn does not alter in any way during his or her life, !lost 
of us cultivate a veneer, and any alt erati ons are of a superficial 
nature , 

I/hat t o some peopl e would be an underhand trick, would t o others , 
be a cl ever piece of work . Many people do not realise that their 
actions giv e offenc e to others, 

The fac t that oome peopl e are attracted to eac h other a t their 
first meoting , woul d se em to boar out the th eory t hat we ar c s plit into 
groups of simi lar tastes and thoughts . 

That Reggie Pitt was influ enced by Jack Grey and beoeme great 
fr iends , would sugges t t hat Pitt had not pr evious ly found his f ee t, or 
perhaps , I should Stzy hi s group. His ind ependent nature forced him t he 
hard way, 

Ehviro"""'nt would al sc appear t o be a fa ctor in a r eformati on. In 
M lwood ' s oese , a South Sea trip on Lord Dorrimor e 's yacht, wi t hout 



the company of Gulliver and Bell , br ought th e good in him to the t op . 
Agaib , lik e Pitt , he came under th e influence of a boy , namely, Clive 
Russell , who was not of his so rt. 

Fullwood was also helped in his change by Winni e Pitt, who became 
hi s fr iend. It ha s been said that women hsve an inb orn desire to re­
f om men. Thei r intuition, no doubt, tells them that in the majority 
ot cases it i s neces sar y! 

* * * * * 

Another (one or the tlltl'IY) joy-t,rlnge r 1 In c.o. l o.tel)' 1, Ula a1Ttval ot Rtclc.al 
trcq>t(f!; t a WIU. IAN. Wtlllam hold.I a Tery c,ec lal pl ace In a, atrec t lcn and m&IZIOC"les . 

Bef ore I becme re ally Ill I had to co to boc,ltal t or t.n atoent 8" 1'7 Nond8" aft.er 
echool . It was a pain ful treatamt , and ror tti.ta reaam I wu a1w011 &11"111 a boll daf troc 
IChool UJ.• ntn daJ, TUetdu . At l eaat , that wa, Cle crtt otal reason ctvtn by th e doe.t or 
tr.c-IIIJ" •ekl1 hol1da1 , t>ut now I IWIP80t that U:111 was not tbe rtal ru.on . 1 t>ell e"Ye now 
th at the doctor kn"' that 'Cf/ dQYS of ~1toal actlYlt.1 were nUDbeNd iind that 8000 I would 
be havln& a roUlh puaage wt t.h ~ spine and t ower lll:lba , so he pl anned that, w t ore the 
thadowa beaan to t all , l should bow OM &lort oual.Y tru day eacll •et, a dllY to J"eCMIDber 
In th o dark years 8'!.ead. 

mooey, ~~:~~~Ibe~;:! dllO'~, •= :c.·:~\:1{:r:~ ~ 8
:!oo~ =~ tt on ... 

a paradise or woods, rivers , &lens and tle ld s. A.I lt was a id-week , 1 a1w011 had the M\ole 
20,000 IQuaN aorea to ~, eu, tor a ll tbe othe r scouts were at sohoo l. I would light 
Urea, aoot the rood I bad brou&ht wltb ae , m.k.e abtlt er s , •lm In the r h· irS , amte trlendl 
wl th th e btrdt and the robblta , t n a nut sh ell , I had a wondertUl l one s cout de7 . Al>OUt 
t tn o' clock, l 1111:lUld walk dON"I the wlnd lng countr, Llnl to the sea.a ide two c ll es a.wQ , 
l IIOuld haw a, "a In o t nTourlt. e eat e , S'!,d th en up l ore the btacb , cllrt 1 , anCI coast , 
1.r1tll It wes tt.me to catch the tra i n bot:18 at 7, 4.5 p.i:i. But lt It wu Ter7 wet l would 
10 to tbe l ocal c tnma , and one wtl d December nentna I dld thi s . one of th& ru ma, an 
old one re-tasued , wa.s •Just wnue ts Luok• . I l OTed lt. Alter th e shoW, J Tl s l tect 
the bl1 stores oppostt..e the ctneN to bU)' tf' Wizard m d Knock.out t or th e t ra in journ q . 
I t old the rrte ndlY s tor e-k eeper abOUt •J ua t Wtlll ac' a Luck9 and wna amnzed to l earn that 
mere 'MlS a aer ies or book.a aboUt wu u ao. 1'be k lnc:l.ly Ml sho..ed me bis sto,;.k , c.Dd 
ac tuallY eave ae •wt1 11m:1•1 ~ed Hours . • with th e reaartt, •son , 1ou ftN the ll Tlng 
Image ot wnua:i Gr aham .tio plays Wt ll l az:i In •Jult Wllltati ' • t.uek,' 

Art er this , ~ oothe r gaff oe the cone 1 to blO' a new Wl lll ,te book 1n BraY, U'18 
seas id e totrin, eTeI')' TueadaY. ror ae , Wt lll eo cac,e al l w and li ved , In ~ tmetna t Son, 
1n Br'aY, I nen picke d a boule tor Wllll ao• a h00&, and one tor Gt naer ,r,.d a ll th e other 
Cutl Nm, 

It 11 a long tl oe sinc e 1 lan Ytstted 81"81 tn th e tl.Nh, bUt I go there 1n ap lr tt 
every t lDe I read a WUlt am story . 

I We tbe G:1 all, l!rld often re,read thee., 

• • • • • 
ADVOOISE Ill COLa'TORS ' DIGEST ANIIUAL FOR 1962 
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BL AKI ANA 

THE ROUNDTABlE 
,:~- 4 

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PAW.All, ';!/ Arclnal e Road, 
East Dulwich, London, S. E. 221 

Anoth er paper in whi ch Blake and Tinker appeare d was the ear ly 
Nel son Lee. For this piece of inf oroa t i on I have t o thank r,zy good 
fri end James Cook of Wembl ey. 

We now have t o think about t he C.D. Annual, and in thi s connecti on 
I woul d ask those of you who are members of t he Bl ake Circl e tc send 
me ar t ic l es in t his year's "Man from Be.leer St ree t ." As with Blakiana, 
it · has always been a case of the few stalwarts doing all the work. How 
about some of you who ar e real Blake enthusiasts hel ping us out for a 
change? 

* * * * * 
(MORE) BA'l'l'LES ROYAL 

By Victor Colby 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

S. B.L. 2nd series No1 65. "The Excavator ' s Secret" by Gilbe rt Cheste r. 
····- Location:Aloft on a WRmrinsi".g: fr om a crane 1_hil!l>yboye • 
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the street , th e villain and Blake astride the girder , Blake at the 

tipped down end, the villain at th e central poin t of attachment t o the 

oran e hook. 

The villain hod only to slithe r at speed down t he girder on t o 

hi s foe , and sveep him from his precarious perch , Before Blak e 

reali sed what was happening, t he hefty form of his opponent came 

shooting dovn upon him, slithe rin g along the I section girder, fee t 

foremost . Blake, however , saw t he heavy feet sweeping down upon him , 

guessing instincti vely his enemy' s plan , Quick as tho\18ht , he l et go 

of the girder t op, to drop like a s t one , c l utching a t and gri pping the 

lower flange of t he sec t ion I girde r, He fetched up with a fri ght ful 

wrench a t his am socke t s , which all but tore hie fingers from thei r 

hold . .lbove him his opponent went shooting onward toward the girder ' s 

end . Too late he f o1md t hat Blake bad elud ed him, and clutched des­

perately at t he upper flange in e vain attempt to stay his rush . llith 

a frightful. scream , he sho t off th e girder • s end and went crashing t o 

t he stree t bel ow. 

S. B,L. 1st series No. 155. "The Fal se Alibi" by Coutts Brisbane . 

Sexton Blake and Tinker were accompanying Inspector Harker 

thro\18h the slums of London at night . 
Blake sprang int o a defensive a ttitud e as a coupl e of figures 

sp rang from a oorn er vi th short , ugly clubs. One hooligan swung his 

club to brain Harker , but Blake ' s fist shot into the ro\18h ' s jaw, 

spi nning him around lik e a tee-to-tum . 
More hooligan s arrived and formed a threatening ring , complete 

wit h club s , knuckle dusters and rubber piping. Tinker , after del ­

ivering a short jab to t he stomch , sprang back , and sent his opponen t 

ree l ing wi th a smashing left between th e eyes . 
T"ne chie f hooli gan pl>mged a t Blake , club r aised . Blake fe ll 

back , clutching th e man' s wrists as he did so , thnlsting bis foot into 

his s tomach. Using his knowledge of j u- ji t su, Blake came down with a 

thud on bis back , Ji:eeping bis head fo rward and at th e same time jerking th• 

man towards him, whil e he thrust hard 11I th his f ee t . Lik e a bolt , t he 

man shot over bi s head , crashing into one of t he ot her s vi t h such forco 

tha t both came d<llm in a cureing groaning beep . 
Anothe r tou gh leapt a t Blake as he lay on the gro1md, swinging 

bis murderous weapon a t Blake ' s head. J erking hi s head aside , and 

shooting forward on his bands , he jabbed vi olently wit h his boot sole , 

and cs\18ht bis attack er on the side of t he knee , cl eaving bis l egs from 

unde,.-IJ.l.m, ......... - ......................... _ ................ _ ....... _._ ..... _______ .••. - ............. -- •. ~-............... _. 



Barker gave a good account of himself, but Tinker was hard 

pressed . Two men vere on t o him, and only by a miracle did he dodge 

a c:urderous blov with a club . Like lightning he spran g aside, and 

dodging th e vicious vhirl of rubber tube a:iJ:>ed at him by the othe r man, 

he threw himself forward bodily , and bis head can:e like a ram into the 

solar pl exus of th e club wield er , The l ad followed thi s up with two 

short am jabs to the SSJllO plsce , a sequence of blovs which doubl ed t he 
hooli gan up , bringing him down to a writhing heap 1n t he road. 

Meanwhil e Blske had wrenched a club from the hands of one of the 

fall en men, and with this he sprang at t he remaining man at tacking 

Tinker , and i:errying the rubber tube, he f etc hed the club down upon his 

rascal ' s forearm sufficiently bard to elici t a bowl of i:ein and to make ~ 

the man's am fal l helpless to his si de . 
At thi s stage the ruffian s scrambled t o their f eet , and fled , 

gasping and i:en ting , in disord er , 
One more our preci ous i:eir from R:iker Street had emerged vic tori ous 

from the fray, and were able to l ook fon<ard to anot her spell by the 

fire si de of their cosy consult ing room, brovsing and dreaming , and 

await in g the ir next call t o octi on , 

Ho. J25 
N< • .)26 
No, }ZI 
No, .J28 
Ho, }29 
Ho, }JO 
No, }31 
No. }}2 

Ho. '" Ne, Il4 
No, '35 
Ne. })6 
No, .m 
Ho, },S 
No. Il9 
No, JI/) 
Ho. }41 
No • .}42 

Ho, "" Ho, }IJ, 
Ho, 316 
Ho, :,II, 
No, '47 
He, }Ill 

N'"• Jl8 

* * * * • 
E,~ WXE t.18:WlY TtTlE§ J.ND l.ltffl~S (3rd ser ies) {Conttnued) 

The Vlctlr;s ct the Dr,n •s Sowl .... .. ..................... R. HarcUn,t 

Tbt Hen rrcc: H.Vbrlct Road-·······----- .... . .............................. >.. Par,on1 

HUrder tn tbt Air __ _ ----- -------------···· A. J. Rtll.",.-
TM Co.st or Ult F'orbldden Islsid ··---·--·--- --~---- ---·- __ w. tyrO" 
The case or the JndlCJl Watcher .... A. Parson• 
The NM ,nth F'tve Eneales .................... R. Herdlnge 
nte Houae or tvll ..... _ .............. ... H. cleve l.y 
The RIOdlt or me Green C1llndtr ......... -- .. -----·· -··----. f· Warwick. 
1tlt PrJ,one r In th t Hold _ ............ _________ A. Parton1 

The Toddl'-Bo7 ltflt<r'Y .. - .... ········-··--··--- ·-·····---J, N. Olanct 
1'ht tt:,1tery or tht VenlSMd Trainer _ ............................. .A. J. H~ tt r 

Th.e Case or the Returned Soldi er ............................... ., ..................... l'. TyNr 
11\e Secret or the Roaan Teq,ll _ . ................................ ___ ..... _ .. _, A. Parson, 
Thi NJ•"1'Y or the OUtlmred Bltck ·-·-----·-- .. ----··---·- R· Bardtnc• 
nw Strqe uratr or the Shot.-CiW'! Sniper ........ __ w. ryrer 
The Cut or tht SlJ: o•elock Scre.m ...................... A. Pancn, 
1be Troll ot Ula 1'11utng 8eltntl1t ............ ._ ..................................... A, Par,001 
'?ht Ciise or the Two-f'oced SWlndler .................... J. H. O\anet 

The NY•tery or the tbd Nill tonalrea .................. w. T)'rer 

1be O"ook or Tuntt. ________ ....... ----·····- ..... ....... - ........ J.. Pareon, 
The Strenae .uratr or the Vtdow' s Dleoo.1d•------- ··-- .ll .. c1ew17 

~th::r:~~n&th.~. ·~--~-~~ .. ~~·~·············-·-····-: ... · ........................... :: =~:: 
The c.u, or the rrtghtened Hen . . .......... - ................................. ,.. Paraon, 
n. cue or tbe ~& Ion oe5erc.er , .... s, c1,wi, 
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Tbt l'lsl Who ltnew too 11.lch. ... ...................................... --······· ····· -········- ·.)' . H. Sakt r 
The Clue or the P1n-UP O lrl .. . ................... ___ .......... .11. Tyrer ~:=pe~:!tln ~~ ................. -.. _ .................................. ~ .......... _ ........... ,.~; :: :::: 
~~~~r~~~ • ... ·· .· ...... · ·•· N· •rn- .. ,-,- --· ·• . .,,., ..... ....... ........... ~· .: .... .. ~~:~: i: :::r--
BJ \ll.oae He.nd? R. H8l"dfn1e 

~~-~-::='.~~~'.:~;;;~c;~~c:~~il ~~-
~r:eJ~"~t t.o. cr1oe . ."."." ... .'. ::··:·.·:::~.::::~::::::::::~:~.-.~.-.--~:.::::::::.:: .. :.:.:::::~-:-!: !:"~1tan 
Rtqutec tor Redheads .... . . ............................................................ w. H. Baker 

ASJ lgnoent In Beiru t ... .................................................................................... J . Bte&.1 

Dalt. l'ront1 t r __ ···-··· --·-···--- ····--·-·- .. -······--·· ··-··-·-···· ····-····· 1 . G. 11acl t ml 

i?.!'f. 
0l::i!: . ········ ... -···· ..... ·. ··:··-~·.:·~.:·:·:::~:~:::::::~:~:~::~·.:~:t i: :on 

l'llrder - Wlth LOTEl: ............. ......................... _ ................................................... J. T. Star"'Y 

Nlibtaare tn Na.plea . . ...... .................................................... ·-·········-·· J• St.au 

~~~e:;~:•~--~~~ ................ ::::::::::·:.".".".".'::.'::.~:::~::::::::::::~:::::::·.:~.:~.'.":1: J: =r 
Mast or F'\Jr"f . ..................................................................................................... A. c . 11ae1ean 
Pante 1n the MJ&bt ................... .................................. N'"ffl"ttten bY, ......... J. stau 

(Orl&lnal , ...,,. by Jooqu es P.- r ) 
Moa1ctde 81ue 1 .......... . ... ............................... ___ ..N-Wl"IMen bf. ____ s.. H&eleen 

(Orl&ln al st ocy t,y C, Cowan) 

* * * * * 
"'iARllICK JARDINE" 
By W. O. G. lofts 

I sha ll al ways remember vi th amuseinent how, vi t h as t onishmen t 

at the tioe , I solved a tventy - five year old eys tery tvic e in tv enty ­

fiv e minutes . 
For the benefi t of readers who did not have the Digest when I 

wrot e about thia some years ago , I will r elate it again in brief , 

Until t he middle of 1957, one ~ the most IJIYSter ious of Blake 

write rs was ''Warwick Jardine" who, since March 1932 , had penned 31 

stories , Ot her Blake wri t era whom I ted met and talked to j ust did 

not know anything about him, but it was strongly assumed t hat "Wand ck 

Jardine" was t he pen- ll8JDO of a woll - ::tiawn autho r. 
Ono aftern oon I ted an appoint ,.,nt at Flee tvay Bouse with Mr . Jacki, 

llunt , a fome r editor of t he "Dotective Weekly " and one of th e last 

odi t ors of th e "Miracle" . The obj ect of ey visit was t o try and got 

" .. clue that_would ~enable .. me. to ... trac o ... "Gilbo~hos t er"A...!ho ";,_ha<!_~ 
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was living in poor circumstances , In the _ course of conversation about 
Sexton Blake end old .authors , I asked on tho off - chance if Mr, Hunt 
knew "Warwick Jardine , " 

"Yes, of course I do" said Mr, Hunt. "His real name is Francis 
Warwick,~ 

And so , al though I came away unsuccess ful in regard to "Chester 
Gilbert ", I found some sat i sfaction in having found th e answer to a 
l ong,..standing ,eyst ery, Later , of course, I found that "Gilbert 
Chester" had died, Through the kindness of his daughter, however, I was 
able t o r eveal quite a l ot about him in Blakiana. 

Shortly afte r leaving Mr, Hunt I met Mr, \I, Howard Baker , the 
genial edit or of the Sexton Blake Library , in his office , 

"I ' ve j us t !)ad en old Blake write r visit me, " said Mr. Baker , 
almost as soon as I entered the rcoc , "A Mr, Francis Warwick - but you 
probabl y know him better by his noa,-de-pl ume of ' 'iarwick Jardine• ," 

lle.ving thus obtained the answer to the "W.J . " mystery twi ce with­
in the same .,,,ount of minutes , the read er can see why I always l ook 
back upon thot afternoon with some amusement. 

Quite r ecent ly it was ,ey pleasure to meot Francis Warwick, end t o 
say that some of t he inf omati on he gave me about himself was interesting 
would be putting i t mildly, Apert from his work pertaining to Sexton 
Blake, I ac sure that St , Jim ' s enthusiasts will be interested to know 
t hat at one time Francis Warwick bad a big hand in the writing of Si , 
Jim's s tories f or the "Gem. " 

Francis A. Warwick is the son of another well -known vri ter, 
Sydney Warwick, who bad a prolific out put for the A, Press in its 
early days. Alt hough Sydney Warwick wrote a grea t deal for t he early 
pink "Union J ack", Francis is fairly certain t hat his father n•ver 
wrote a Blake yam. Sydney Warwick died aged 83 at Torquay, Devon, in 
1953, 

With his brother , Alan Ross Warwick, young Franci s vas br ought 
up in en atmosphere of readin g and writing, end as a boy he was en 
avid read of th e "Magnet,• Alth ough he l oved the yams about Harry 
Wharton &: Co, their St . Jim ' s counterparts never had the same appeal to 
hi!, , There is no doubt , however, t h9.t in la t er years Charl es Hsmilton's 
writings influenced him in hi s own li t erary efforts . 

At the age of only 16 he h9.d his first s t ory published in the 
"Scout" - beli eved t o be entit l ed "Tho Batchester Centre-F orward" - and 
shortly af t en ,ards his first story for t he A, Press appeared in the green 
Boys' Friend in the fonn of a serial of en his t ori cal nature , 

liany of his ear l y stories were written i n colla boration with his __________ .... ___ _ 

I 

·' 
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father; they appeared mostly in the F. Addington Symonds I group of 

papers in the early twenties. "Frank Sydney" vas the usual pen-name 

used in the "Champion• and "Pluck", though othe r pen-names were used as 

well - for at one period they vere vri ting all three serials that were 

appearing at the same time . The editor did not like th e use of j oint 

ll8JD0S t o st ories written in collab orati on, hence the us e of the single 

pen-name in every ca se , (To be continued.) 

A §ct.le NJSe out w1m~att o 8Qttl• 

Deer R1tder1 , reaed>.- ne yr:,r olt trend , Horat.to Bottlt? l wo1 Yor tanrlt ort t.....t>oy & 

weakly pal 4 dobt1• yeera In aitps ( 1 can rewel a Jemal l stto aaeeN t ear bl tell1n JOU 

tl\at ~ • reeaon t.beJ ltOpd publYnll'nm woa beeo1 the7 t rd that taters MN &oln ~ 2 a air 

Ultn a ,t , tcnorln c l ,uJellhti.m tb&t th e nam b chan&ed 2 crtep1) . owner l wos Uey 

CIIUt ld tllben Ut e Nera ald t M<:blu'I ot th t ol e bQJ1 book ol'*i ut 1:111 alone 2 1 or there 

cieat tn.t, which they old ln Llfffl)OOl , 1tit 1 oent a Ion& I: WHl")'N:I j 1mt1 troa cit oowitr, 

re11denae tn t.he art of lil\lteohep tl & i t wos with am t repyduhun that t set orr, & 1 

'IIOs NleeYd tlbtn U'lt lut lony clroppd me oft b1 c.be clUb room. The meet.in start ed about 

f P811 6, t d l dnt no n ot m e twt>tn , oo look.cl a prett1 mtalJ' lot, 0"91'1r th ey oetd 

me •elem ,f\ en theJ erd 1 oould Pl1 t.he ,ubac.rtpttil.l\ & atter they orl est ot t r t ad ~ 

ooatea 2 &ht 8lfftl fre e & arattil t.hay got on wttb th e proceem.. TbeN wo, aame• & 

blu.tt & Crou Sttct., about 1eeser, l lke Nelson l7 &: l or oorlY VtlT'lr A: lb e terrtbul 3, ! 
t.hen they ad dlacu.lhton, m arl acrta or IUl>jeCU cioatl.1 wlm:lliln or oom c.bey orl ,eemed 

wry tcr'ld. Ulen a teller n.-ed box or oase of 81.1Cltb lnk aed e read a l ot of l)()clca when 

• wu a lad, t.bey aade ta Wt tit 2 blrac. , .Jui:leln bY h klu er lt would tek t a lo t ot 

cocilo cata t o eete la 9luer now. E ut ce 2 attt a t .w words ,titch 1 did 4 et,out 2 oura , 

Wt l think It , woa a bit 2 eye brow 4 th eri, but flben a teller corled Wlnaer brort the re­

tre.!talnts ta,.ey orl WOke up wtt.b a lackrlty, llld 4 tb e nat our orl th at could be erd woa 

Coble, &obl e , tu'ld'l ln a: puttln & blowtn, be ln Lherpool blokes fJ'lQ' Hllllld 2 an a 

pretferense 4 th e scouae 11tllch wo1 In botttls , but they maid ,u.re Ut.ey let t nothln elae 

Juat Ule tame, not t ven a Cl'lm. Then t.hq ad anotber dlscuahlon on wtcmen, & then Jta. 

t1org1r1 tbe Liberian Md ow eboUt )'OU bloku bOrowtn IOD8 bOOb, but 1:10at ot thee aed tbeY 

dldnt read 81\Yeblng but aarth & wrsn. fl:len a a ir or Nasleaanesa •llOed 2 pur,' ad• th e 

~~ 2 ~.~ ~ t~l:~ ~~ t:t o:;: ~: JC:,:;r ~1~;: ::,!!DJ~t 1~: :~ :: 
ta?tTltd as Cu e tfJen e dtscun ertd • ot &bee amt pa.Id there IUbscrlp.tuls , • aed It mad• 

11 oll dq pro1peck.1 look a bit die. OMver· the ntte ende<I Cl'I a appy note wttb the 2 oo 

were Utt all'llln 4 • ' • a j oll y gOOd tell er In r:r:, onner, althou&h l w.at aq 1 d1clnt t eel 

ao ,Joll.y b7 the tlm the,y cot f.hrou.ch alnatn, bar , bar . lt was a m,Ja,abtl nlte 4 orl 

espe.stuJ.l.7 t hose oo ooul(li t at.end, ot lltllcb I shall B 1 nu:c. time. ahH t'f O 4 D<!W, 1or 

pal, HOl"Otl o. p.s . then t a a pop lbtlllc.y I ma, B abl e 2 go 2 the NIOdle And acaUn an 

m JIQ bact 2 th e mtroppylla , they old It In tbe Hard Iron otAl neer th e bull Rln& 1n 

b1rml.ngaci, It aulda a pod!; place , & tbeNlb ould B - mubln arub , I opt , ww l e t TOO 

no In Jt" cors e. H.B. 

UI>Itat•s NOtE: flte abon dropped tbrouch our l etter-boz one ciom tn&;. We called In 

Tinker, tll o tnnsttaated , met ta or the opini on that It waa c.n>ed on 

frank Case•• caahlne . ) 
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HAMILTONIANA 

~ tr.!moo~.,~~.ired s~~l~t:·~ 4:~~ ~u:u:;;,.o~~~h ':.1:rcc:.r-e 1:1::npo~ 
was e:nt l Ued •trtl!t>l e In 'ITade'• Cwisy bOught ft Cheap J)OCket-bltt e tl"OCI 1'rtctl l e 1 end was 
later DOCUNd or dallaeln& a PNCIOUI 'YOIUCII belongJ.ne to Hr. Laiba::i. It •u Coulln Ethe l 
llllllo l ater 50l 1'ed the problec. l.rl acellen t •tol'7 of aer loua school 1u , . 
Art. lit .. R. J • tfoodonald , 
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"Whence he obtained th e iDspirati on for these extremely good 
Western St ories remains a mystery . " With t hose words I ended the 
COlllllents on th e Rio Kid in my pos t script to the rec ently published 
"Autobi ography of F:rank Richards." 

I have alWS¥S r egi,rded the Rio Kid s t ories which Frank Richards 
vrote in the Popular , under th e pEn-name of Ralph Redway, as his 
greatest achievement. They were unique. He never wrote anything else 
of the type which shoved the same class . They were the only st ories 
ever vri tten by him 1n which I was unable to detect the pen of Charles 
&mil.t on. 

He himself steted that, so far ss he kn"" , only one reader ever 
guessed that Ralph Redway was actual ly Frank Richards, Martin Cliff ord, 
and Oven Conquest . But even that may be misleadin g. That s:iJl8l.e 
reader may have been referring to the Kid stories 1n l'.odem Boy which, 
to the keen studen t, were somothing quit e different. 

The Rio Kid st ories which appeared 1n the Popular from J snuary 
1928, for a run of about three years stood quite alone . Of their type 
Charl es Hamil ton never wrote anything els e t o equal them . 

Ten yeers ago, 1n sn artic le in Collect ors• Digest Annual, I made 
a crude attempt to express 11\Y ent husiasm for the Rio Kid . I wrote as 
follovs: 

"These s t ori es ron g true . They wer e geographically exact 
to the last detai l. The cmracters lived . There was never 
a fal se moment vi th the dial ogue. The lazy Spenish a tmos­
phere of Texas was blended right int o the heart of the 
stories . Every sin81-e st o:cy in t he entire series had an 
original plot which wns skilfully devel oped 1.tt1der the hot 
Westem sunshine. A reade r f elt that they were written 
by some cowboy who had wandered aw.., from th e ranges - s ome 
puncher with li terary talent who bad dropped hi s lariat and 
taken up th e pen. " 

That paragraph of mine was awkwardly worded, but readers would 
have comprehended '11111 me9Illll8. Ther e was oo much real musical pro se in 
tba "Popular" Rio Kid stories - so many lilting descriptive phrases . 

How was it that Charle s Hamilton was abl e t o write • o beautifully 
so convinc:iJl8l.y , so accurs tely of th e ol d 'les t? 

We knew that be never visited America . Whence di d he obtain all 
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the inf onnation nece ssa ry to give, in those Popular st ories , such 
accurate details of the goograpby, of the types of punchers, of the 
Indians and their problems, of the cowboy slang, of the delightful 
bastard Spanish as spoken by so many, of the ranching work, of the 
stint of the sheep farmers , of the nesters , of horseflesh , and of fire­
arms? When and where did he obtain the inspirati on for so much of that 
musical prose? 

Some ten years earlier he had written of Cedar Cr eek, The Cedar 
Creek s t ories wer e fine reading, but thare was never any doubt who 
wrote them. He used lergely his ~ish school plots and his &!glish 
school characters , They made excelle nt reading, and they were typical 
Hamilt onia , 

But it needed a great deal more than a smatterill€ of knowledge of 
the West f or any man t o write the Rio Kid s t orie s , 

There is more to it than that. The Rio Kid sto rie s ended in the 
Popular in 1930, Nearly eight years le ter, in 1938, a new series of Kid 
stories by Ralph Redway comenced in Modem Boy. These were typicel 
Hsmiltonia of their type , very compet ently written, and made good 
reading , but t here was a change , There was no sign now of the musical 
prose , The pl ots were familiar, almost hackneyed , One even was a re-hash 
of f6rl of the Hollywood series in the Magnet. Worst fault of all , the 
st ories were now anachronistically wroll€, The Kid, set down in the 
Hollywood of scund pictures , was no l oll8"1' real. 

In 1938 I had no doubt that Charles llru:dl ton was writing the Rio 
Kid st ories, but I did not th en believe that th e Popular stories had 
come from the same pen, Such was the change . 

Whence came the knowledge and inspirati on for t he ori~ 
st ori es? And why was tha inspi ra ti on los t in 1938? 

During the later ' thirtie s , our auth or contr ibuted the Pack­
Saddle st ories t o the Ger.,, There vas nothin g very a ttractive about 
th em, In 1937 the Greyfriars chums went t o Texas in a series which was 
inferi or to other Hamilton travel series. The Rio ldd vas introduced 
int o this series , but he was merely a name. Aj'1rt fr oc that name he 
had no link with the l ovable Kid we had known in the Popular , 

It is poss ib l e that a gifted author could study the geography of 
the land in detail, both physical and hist orical; it is possible that 
he could read so many firs t - class auth entic western stories that he 
could scak himself sufficient l y in the atmosphere to write as the early 
Kid s tories were written . 

But when could Charle s Hamilton poss ib l y have f ound the time t o 
scak himself in tl>lt vey? \le knov his prodigious output. Is i t pos­
si bl e ... that any mn,, ,writiP& evecy week t o such a staw rin~ extent~ .... __ 

I 
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befon, he could tackle the writing of the Rio Kid s t ories? It seems 
olmost incredible . 

I must conf ess t hat a t times I have felt doubt as t o wheth er 
Hamil ton I s was edua ll y the mind behin d the Rio Kid , I often pondered es t o whether the st or ies in t he Popular were actua lly written by some 
mon who had lived and br ea thed the atmosphe n, of the Wild West , and 
whether , by arrangem ent, Hamilt on t ook them and re-wrot e them, r e taining 
the dial ogue and detail . 

A&nJ.nst this is the indi sputa ble fact that Charles Hamilt on him­
sel f l oved the Rio Kid, When my article on the Kid appeared in that 
ol d Annual, Mr. Hamilton imnedietely sent me a l ong lett er expressing 
hi s deligh t with i t . He was t ouched and very happy at th e praise I 
bad given the lfi d . I cannot fee l that be would have l oved t he Rio Kid 
as he did , if he has men,ly put poli sh on somebody else ' s wor k . Yet 
the myst ery n,mains . 

Then, is perhaps one solu ti on, th ough that itself has its own 
puzzle , Between 1928 and 1934, Charles Hamilt on was et the peak of his 
powers . In th e three years while the "Popul ar " Rio Kid stories wer e 
appearing , he was a l s o vri ti ng the most charming of his Gn,yt'riars 
tales . His great gift was in ful l bloss om. Jlut by 1938 it was evi dent 
to the keen studen t, that , though his st ories in the Maiinet wen, s till 
competent and excellent , they had l ost en inteng:1.:,1e . something . 

lie !mow, too , that by 1927 he bad stopped writing f or t he Gen. 
lie never knew why he abando ned the Gem in the later 11:ventie s . Coul d 
it be that he was t rying t o find a new string f or his bow? Did he , in 
feet , write leso thr oughout 1927, •nd give the time to soaking himself 
in Weste rn l on, in reediness for t he birth of the Rio Kid? 

It is , et least , possi bl e , though it still remains ine xplicable 
why he had l ost the t ouch in 1938, To end as we sta rt ed : 11'1/hence he 
obtained th e inspirati on f or th ose extr er.iel y good Wes t ern s t ories in 
the Popular r er.iains e mystery , 11 

It ' s just my point of view , What ' s yours? 

* * * * • 
Livmro<lL ' S 'OOM lDUlY 

By ',I , 0, G. Lofts 

I hove ne ver failed t o be amused at rep orts in the ifat ional and 
the C.D. of reel live pers ons having the same names as famous charact ers in our type of fic ti on . 
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A NELS:>N LEE arrested for speeding; a SEX'ION BLAKE al so charged 
with t he same offence in Sout h ilales . Another SEX'ION BLAKE (whose 
first Chri st ian name was actually William) charged vi.th receiving 
sto l en proper ty in Newcastle - later acquitted . 

Of Grey fr iars cblracters, I knew of a boy named Harry llhart on at 
school, whilst the EOB ClfillRY, BILLY BUNTER and E.S.B. racehorses have 
been mentioned several ti. mes before , I could add for interest, several 
greyhounds racing at Park Royal Stadium some years ago , wit h the 
r egis t ered names of BILLY BUNTER, BESSIE ilUNTIB,, and THE IDUIIDER, 
Obviously the owner or trainer was an old l',agnet ent husias t. But prob­
ably the most amusing story of them a ll came from Mr, G. R, Samways 
some years ago, when a gentl eman of the name of Herbert Vernon-Smith 
came s t orming up to the ol d Amalagamated Pres s Bui lding in Farringdon 
Street , 

Br ea thin g fire and slalJ8hter he accus ed t he edit ori al staff of 
the Magnet of blackening his name, by the portrayal cf t he IDUNDER in 
the Greyf r iars st ori es , Eventually appeased , he certainly caused some 
excitemen t at t he ti me! 

Some years ago, l mentioned in C, D. of ot her auth ors with the aame 
name as our famous FRANK RICHARI6, and one of these was editor of a 
paper up in Liverpo ol , Our Merseysi de friends seem t o have had yet an­
other persona lity of th e same name as one of our fav ourite, and bes t­
l iked charact ers - in this case his nan.a was ac tually TOH ilERRY ! 

'fON >JERRY it seems was a mos t bri ll iant and witty poet - and was 
knmin to all and sundry as LIVERPOOL' S IX)CKSIDE FO;;T in 1922, A photo­
graph tr.at I have seen of him shows an elderly gentleman in his early 
60s - with a slight amusing S!Oil e on his face , dressed old fashi oned 
and neat l ike Dr, Locke. 

His work must mve been know:i to practically all the genera l public, 
and hi s verses were much sought a ft er by t he Fruit Narketing Boord , and 
other food advertising concerns, His post ers vere hanging up in all 
types of shops and hoardings mainly entitled ' 'roll MERRY' S MERRY L~ ' , 
and wer e most clever l y and apt ly composed li ke an example belOII. 

11ove i,i th the Times 
Say it in Rhynes, 
1.'i tty and Terse , 
Say it with Verse , 

continued .. . 

. _ .. ,_ .... _ ... __ , .. ,_. __ ... ___ .. ,, __ ......... __ , .. ,_ ...... ,_ ........ __ ......................... --....... ... 
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EAT MORE FRUIT 

An Apple a day keeps the doct or away , 
Two keep th e Nurse out of sigh t . 
Banana ' s they aay , taken three ti mes a day 
Ensure an enj oyable nigh t . 
An orange is best, 
On r etiring t o r est . 
Ta!ce anot her on rising you may, 
Then at night i f you dream 
Of Strawberrie s and Cream 
' Tis t he end of a perfe ct day. 

Obviously, the Liv erpoo l Tom Merry takes more after DICK PENFOLD 
than the St . Jim ' s Sunny Tom, but it would be most intere sting t o !mow 
if any of our Liverpo ol fri ends can r ecollect anything mor e about their 
TOii MERRY, 

* * * * * 
EXPERTS FORWARD 

A Hornchurch re aders wri tes us as foll ows:-

"! wonder if you could clear up an ancien t myste ry fo r me. Many 
years ago I r emember reading a Magnet I now no l onger possess. I t was 
ent itled "Skinn er ' s Supr eme Sacrifice" - I remember it well . Briefly 
as the result of an esc apade, Slinner end anothe r boy found themse lves 
hangin g by their hands from a wooden beam high up in t ho roo f of t he 
dese r ted school chap el . Skinner deli bera t ely releases hi s hold , and 
fal l s , risking either death or severe injury , in th e hope of being 
able t o hel p his companion . I cannot find t hat particular 11.sgnet li sted 
in t he !iagnet catalogue , though I distinctly remember reading it . " 

If any r eader can help us t o trace this s t ory the &Ii t or will be 
happy t o hear from him. 

* * * * * 
WANTED: GEMS most issues bet ween 400 and 500. Most i ssues between 
772 end 879. Also Nos. 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 900, 984, 985, 989, 
990, 992, 933, 998, 1129, 1150. MAGNETS 45, 52, 134, 136, 141, 195, 205, 
237, 238, 239, 277, 318, 319, 353, 400, 417, 422, 435, 469, 706, 719 , 
751, 752, 762, 763, 764, 809, most issue s between 821 and 890, 900 , 921, 
924, 925, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 949, 951. 965, 967, 988, 996, POPULARS 
183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 466, 474. ERIC FAY!IE, SURBITOil • 
..... _ ... _ ............................ _ .......... ,. ...................................................... ._ .............................. , ....... ,-.... , ...................... -................. ,, .............. ,, .. 
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Meeting held JuLY 31St, 1962 
'fhls was one ot our best neettn,sand tllough we were sorry not to have Madge and 

J adt Corbet t "Ith us and our tfK> Burton trt ends eould not get &long owing to Illne ss , 
we had qutr.e aooe ccq>ensatton tn be ing ab l e t o welc or:e Frank Case trom tter•17:1slde on 
one or hls rnN Tlstt.s, ln tact, Frank contribut ed an lt.ec t o the progracc e 'lti tcb ,ma 
tn t he h211dl of our Ttoe--chaln:wl Toa Porter , Very littl e roroa1 buatnes s ns t r ans­
acted md we got down to Ute progr8liXl& 'f et')' p!"Clli,t}y after s ~thlrty, Nine cie!Xlera 
pl us Frenk were present , and all vet7 DXlh enj oyed th e following lt ens: 

t, •Guess th e Nui:bcr9 ~ tltt on, won by Ted Davey, Priz e No, 161 Hodern Boy, 
2, (Utz or t en questi ons non by H8l'TJ Bros ter , Priz e anoth er Nodern Boy, 
) , Collec tor s It em . This cionth Toe brought along •rt>nster Library No. 1, 

168 pea;es or Nel son Lee In th e South Beas, equal to e ight or th e 
us1Q1 N,L,L, 

4. A di scussion on possib l e re nsons for the lower o.tt-endMce at cieet lngs, 
S, Fnrik Ca.set s •A.crosttC-, Nomnn Gregory •got hoce ' tlrst here, 

Tbere were, bes ides , n word ch..ingln g It em and ooe lfflefl r"!lss lng 
l et ters hacl t o be r lllcd In. 

6. Dlstrtbutloo or •tree-Hognct s and •Hodern Boys' tra:I th e library -
th.anka to Tm Perter tht s was functioning aga tn. The ra ttle 
connected with the Library was won by (leorge Ql.at.ND tt the 
priz e a •Too Herry Book1 • 

1. Too. Porter nAd an (Ellsln.g episode rroc s.o.L. No. J73 •The r tght lne 
rom Kast ere . Booe ot Frank Richards ' best bmour t eat.urln&, 
,u course, th e one md on).y Btriter . 

D\rtng the ntght there were nvBllable copies or the •Burton Hal l• sent along by 
J oe H~ton . 1bl s cow cont ained the will ot Frank Richards . 

RJ.RRT BR06Tt]I; .. Secretary . 

~ 

The ,;:;ectt ng on)I.Jtu.,t 5th took pl~e tn deltght tul SUZTO\lldlngs ot the h<DJ ot Erto 
and Betty J...aHrence at Hoktnt,h &, , opproprlat.el.7 no.'Jed 1Cireyt rt ~ s". 11.lthough nw:i)ers 
r,erc soon , an enjc,yabl e tlr.le was hel d, Jti.tch rade th e loum ey wor t.Mtl ll e . 

In the absence of the secretary, the chatman read the con-espondence , tncl.Udln& 
a. le tt er t roc f.chll)' eeorl es Brooks decltnlng to oet as Vice-President owing t o pnsauN 
ot bUstneu. 

Roger J enkins gave the plea.sing news that he had 30QUlred •Tbe 601 Without tl Htce• 
and. 1Rlv8l s and Chwla" tor t he club l l brar7. 

Satt>le s or dte proposed notepaper tor th e club and ltbrarjan were passed romd tar 
Inspecti on. Don Webster st ated that the Cem catalogue was nc,r read)' tor stapling. 

We th en enloYed a l aTtah spre ad whfoh Blll.Y Bunter woold have envied. The cbotrman 
tN.n.ked the hosts t or their ho,pltal tt 1. ______ .. ~ .. ---- ·---- ... -------... ,-_ .. ____ _ 
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Atter t eo we Md a qulr. r rca Eric LaJrrtnce , won by Ro&tl" J enkins . Tbll was t oUo'lll8CI b7 Roctr J t:nktna • eelectton or Desert. Island Coapanlona - 9008 adlllr"tble 1ela et.l on1. The D86ttng concluded "1th a hllD"OUI r eading tr ca th e Kagnet bf Narjcrte NolT'II and proved most entert a ining . 
N1:1t cHtln1 - &indQ, Septecbtr 9Ul at Bob 81Jth e •1 , t4t> &llesatre Road, Doll la HtU . 

M!etlne h•ld SUndaY, 12th August. 
Thia wa, qui te tbe ooat auceess t ul aeet tna tcr I008 tt oe , wtth a large attendanc e , the onl,y absent ees be ing Fr'frlk ll'lwln , N'lo we.a aw&Y 9ll holldaY , did Jla We.181'1., We MN pleaaed to see our J'OW\&Ht Dld>er, Geol"le Riley , 'Rho bas been W\abh to get along i.o th e aH tln& a recent}y ; we atncere).y hope he will be wtt.h us ng ularlY In future , The uaual agenda was not adhered to , tn Ylew or the pr esence or our ttfO fri ends !roe th e HtcUMld sec ti on , Too Porter end Jack. BelUleld , Yl\o tt,tde th e long journey to Lt nrpool by rccd ; It t a a tzlb t.t.e to their enUl.usluo ai at th e prosp ec t ot AM"hlnC h(;ce tn the earl y hour i or Nonde.Y oomln& t oll ed to dete r t hee tJ'OCI keeping a proctae tc be wltl\ us at our c:ionthlf ilt,-together . Needles s t o say, we were all delighted tc welcome thee , end " ' dtd our ut.oost t o CM• their brt et st.Q" as pl easan t a.s poa,tblt . l10,t or tb t eventng wa.s w.&n up 1n tn torml d tao uu1on 1 on hobby matters , r anc lng over a larg e t l eld, l!l'ld ClSlY t nu r uttna potnta wen debat ed "1Ul t.Ht . OUr guests turnllhed ua with quit e a tew fresh arc l ea cit nrloua topics , Md th e 1ener.1l cobv er,o­ttcn wes so en loat.ed Md susutned th at ,ooe dlttlculty wu experi enced 1n tlnd tng tlge tcr a brier sea.slon of Bi ll Wtndaor• , •Criss cross QJI~• • .\1 o1wa.71 Ulla "'11 a c l ose ly fought oontea t between the t1'0 t ema Md waa r:IUCli e.nJoyed by all thoH teklng oar-i.. All too aoon, nin e o 'clock, Md the end of O\e a eetlng an- t ved S ror el,)' have we be«i ao reluctant tn aak ln g our dep&M,UN: as on th ts occasion , and our • good night~ haCI to bt Qade hurr tedl.1 to prnent OYtr-l"WVlln& r tntlhln& ttoe b7 too UJCh., Tu , a red-l e tter night , Ull a . 
Our next meettn 1 will bt held one week , aruer tn the oonth , th at t a on Sept eDi>er 2nd, ,t,.en we weloooe Ole section ' s co-fomder and t ermer dlst.rc:en. Don Webat.tr - thb proclNI to be yet MOtbir &Nat nigh t md M hope u miv 11*:lbera aa pcastblt wUl We ftf'fll"1 err ort tc be present at the s tart.I ng tl ot (6 p .m. ) t o &Ni t our ol d collengue . 

tteettns held §aturdf!Ye J 1th August . 

O\alnlan , Geotr rcy Wllde oPffl9d lr'loth&r well - a tt ended meet i ng at 7 p.,m. We "" ol l pl t oaed 1.0 heer I.hat GefTY Wl800 continu es co mke 1ood pl'OgNH l!rld 1m1 be back wtth us before long . Jn the meant tme Nol lY All i son continu es t o dtach arge th e dutte, ot l lbr 41"1an . 
Af t.er rorm l business and con'ttpondenct hod been d ttpostd of Jack Wood reMt ua a fffT ent.ertatntng art icle rrom •The F.A. Book for Boys• de,c rtblng the t oot.ball atorlea wtiteh hod appe~ ed tn boys t p~rtocuc a11 OOwn the years - football heroe s, roscall,1 oant11er1, doped teac,s , etc ., Mitch aroused bo1f)ood cecor te, In C8ll1 or us. Geort re:, Wildt had brOughl. along a oow ot •nw Age or Defe3.t t by Colt n Wt i.on , Mx1 retd a very tnt eru ttng pasaft8e eonoemtna the auO'l.cr •s JUYtn tl e r eedin g and the ett ec t "11ch boyt a periodicals had on htc. Then on to •NY F'e.Tourlte OUlptert ror this oontb. l t was U'II wm or cnr lodY oacbers , Elat e Pal.arr and Holl7 All Ism , s)d Elate begM b)' g hl n& Us t 1'0 ch4>ter1 tn cootrasUna aQtlea rru:i. Kagnn atcrtea . 1be ttrst wa.a a nry toon,y oecount or a rchenrsal ot the Reaove Dra::et.lc soote tY, th e second a dramatic ep l aodt r rom the Vernon,,,,,6Dlt&-Paul Dallas .1erl 11; t.wo exQlH or F'rank Rtehards ~t hla 
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and shO'l'llng eQWll maater,- In deserlbt ng two very dttr ennt ep19Cdea. 1ben Nol.17 All l soo 
t ollowod wlth a reading ot •Wtllt am and the Anclent RCG&n.-, one or Rto!u:'el crcq,c.on t a 
best atorl ea obOut thls well-loved charac t er . Jt . ,sos 411 nry OJCh io the Uk.Ing ot 
the c,oq)81'lYJ tt.adtea Htght 1 'fft!.! a gNat aucceas, 

Retre abments followed, tlld then we b:?d a coci,et ltl oo dntsed by Geott rey Wllde tn 
'ftllch we eacb had to C(Q)il e a list ot our eigh t tDesert Islnnd Collpabtons• and a 
seeonct list or the eight l'e thought WOUld be the general choice . The wtmer t>etrg the 
one ttlose OM list eppro:iica t.ed coat elose l.y to tllt s. Ernest Whitehead wm a ftf7 
nat'f'OW 'Tletory over £la te Patne r, Geottrey Wilde hlmelt being tbtrd, md tom Roedl 
rourth . 

Jnctden~ lY, "8 were oll sorry to hear th:lt E18te t1eY' be 1eavtng ua llhortlJ as itie 
ts eons tder ln& takl~ m ~po1ntcient tn th e South ot Crcland, 

· An<.ther Ver/ enja,able meetlng te~tnated at 9.20 p.c,. 
Next meeting, Saturday, 8th Septedler , 

YOURS SINCERELY 
(Int.crest ing Item tro-o the &cUtor•s Letter-898) 

Een4=~ o~ ::~nsuph: e~=·~ i~t1ce: ::te~~s:~:8!~ ~rh~ltlc s , 
tiut apparen tiy tbey never reod eny aar].y Hagnets. Breeze Bentle,, tn bis article ln 
c.o. Anmal , z::iJ.aed rererenee to Nagnet a 190 ~ 19' , 

fllese yoq readers WO.ll.(tl l t know that Nugent taught \llarton to bo.l, always opened 
th e batting and boW'lln& fer the Reoove, md S)(ll'9d goale rrom Inside ri ght, Furtller­
oore he ls a good •l!!D!r, Niner lP:I high jut:JI e.harl>lcn. He lt clted 81'.:llfllJ tn a fight 
tn ttigne t 2$rli. With the arrtYal of oort char3ctErs he had to 09ke wtf¥ Sn the tel!D fer 
thee as one eouJ.m•t ban &ll the Fa:::.ou.. Five 1n tb e el evwi. Ftnal lf, surelJ the 
grea t es t tribute ot all we.s Chat Fr &r* Rlahar,11 tlOdelled thta character on blmell -
need one Stfl oore. · 

:!.!!l..SH!j"H!lU> (Shetrl eld ): 1be tl nest thing ever done ..,.. pl!NUadlne Ille Al,a]g..,. c.d 
Pre ::..:i to ~lnt the earlY Geo st ortea, It enabled lot.a of us to get t he ol d s tortaa , 
ttiere we :tlould never have Md a chance. 

~~t!~gh ~~! :~~;t a~e S~!e:,S ~! ~=s~s r:r~ Six!:iml ~~ tr~ 
t o the re turn ot Pedro, an:t I bope tt 11111 be pemonent. I enjoy most ot the s.e.i... 
st orle s Uiese ®Ya, but I think th ere t a a pre ssing need t<r a tew stf'Olll · ~ 
eiwl{ charac ter. Dlrt Doll8.00, tbe 1Bat• , I 8'3 lllN' oculd bt mtftd, e.nCl I ctitnt th at 
col'9 f\Lll·bl?oded acrventure COUld be put In to the stories , ll>en th e POl"tUgUese .ffllp was 
tl'lken over ln c1d-oc8M a 11fille ago , I waa lmed latel.y rec tnded ot the old tti ton J ack 
st crl ea or th e CrlrJJnals Confederatio n, Md tbe tr n oat tng headquarter s. 

~~~~ .~ ,~·~:~eat':p~in:t~ ~.'!!:,:~!~:::inc ':e. 
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lir l lS N'llch I hope baa eooe 
to ,ta . 

m!I..filJ!!! (- u tlr) : Al 
~ln• 1 Nad er WUll ea 
boeko to IN baok&ro'"14 , 
CIJ..IIC of bocill and ack-act 
...,. wl>llt lb t lterlna tr«> 
Ult bltt& on !1.vlch81ter. 
CUrJng that perlOd J qa 

tnYol nd tn a road aco ldent 
91d ,uat a lntd a 9 gN81lst 1~ 
t'nleture . Wbon I had th> 
pleater NDOTtd th e nen t waa 
celtbrated bf a 11t t ror me: 
•wuuam and tbe EYacuees•. 
fl'I • ae.re tt Ue or th e book 
brings back cur-toual)' bl tter­
.,.,t menorlea. Sooeharr I 
lost the book 1n tbt 11ar1 "'tch 
follc:11ted• but 1t anyone knCIII 
llbere I could obt a tn a COP7 
ot It - Ju1t as tt was when 
I rtrat Nad It - I ltiould l lke 
to have one. 

It th e -.itboNaa of UM 
Wtlll ao sto r te, ,hou ld read 
the Otgeat 1 t should Uke to 
u:, thank.a tor tbt way she 

kept C1 ll)lr l ts ~ In -· 
daYle How wll I Ncad>er 
the OUt lawa, v lolet &1 tzabeth. 
Bott , Robert , ttbel , Hubert 
Lane - and Jl.l:lbl e. 

(Ht as Cra!l)ton reada and 
enJcy s Collectors Digest . m . ) 

R~1t\l!t!:t~~~~ 1:o~!): 
Wal pl eo.sld ¥Oen Dalt.on Ha*e 
aolved a Cre1trtar1 eyatery. 
D Id OaN'I)' Di an Dr• Lceke? 
Nut sucmer, tr tt t I a c:.ecent 
m e , do tak e your aums tn 
eounc 11 cut Into !hi ,eroen 
and discus, )'OW" problem 
under the 8')1)11 t.N H in d'I 

Engli sh &orden . We t.hlnt th at O\Uz:rll 1n Counoll 11 a n rr 0011 plctuN, but 1t tt.t a a 

wam aD'ler we are SU"e the lfu.u:ls IIOUl.d !l)preolate the warmth or an Engll!ll ,un t.o the 

wan:ttb or en D,cll~ t trea lde. 

(Danny, ln hi s cnth.ll t a1a , cede a slip . We a l ssed It otr H lYU end no oth er reeder 

aeema t.o han not.Iced tt.. Congr a tulat1on1 on your keen read i ng . tf111 ~ . .tct.ual.1.1 

Domr 11 In &cod ""'f "!l..t. l'nnk Rl£!W<I• hl<w•lC,~.R9.!k:!!:111:.U• i !P' l--l ~ 



t'Nltit:r 1ZJ1 St. Jll:it s pac.-baJ'. o.a-td t t.crtal be.NSU.,a V"t noaia1e 10 n ..-eeu to th • old papers , a ... cban&ed fN:D ii.. co ti.. au. tn Coi.mctl oODts trOD an old 
0no<1noug1>t or """" tlw1 SO 110n eco, - m. > 

~ ~· .:.,.--i!:r;ac:.~~~ ~ !ii:!;.~~ffed~·:: ci!:i:;,:u, 
ot ine crlokt\. DI.tab at l.ordl IE.I one ot tbl: belt pteoe1 or lthoolboJ-crtoai .. tttnc. 
Job\ FtonemoN •• -fldt111.Ast.er- eertu weN al.80 uotc.Lnc Sid Ill• aathcr tnw bt1 C'lctet, but 12MJ'o was one fSll t . hdd7 nlftl' t al l lCI crt tbe ll)Ortl tl eld *'1 1., -' 
1nJur, wu Cbt oauae. 

a'!l!ir.ERtbl4A'?!.(~=)~1r1 o~~ =.~•=•:n-:::7 a0~a~= ::"c! CM bl ade But a 10, ot cnrtb Ml wedged tnto en exoellent pi ece In the Radio t 1ae,. Per 

~~!~'~~~~I :J!~~~: ::r~1r,:,:t ~:.!~NY8f.:• 1!o!otCbt lJMlul• 
,t u n ~ amuton• • b~ ar 9d\oolq • u m &Tl1 peq>le are. 

~ (K1811 l(rood>th t ....,_B ill-- · dUCUHlon, but wl"11d 11o bad 
~ ... wen: or 0'"'11)'' ROllatlJ'• - • 1912 - I ...... Nad Badatll at Ibo r111>C ece, 811! Ol\11 dl-,owNCI bbl owr 1111 - f• ,...._ l ban NO«l\11 tlnl- ' l!naS ot oat~ a ._ ,ertal of ear)l Cbtrtlea rtpr'lnt.ld tn boot tCl"D acm 11un later . 
t r- 1, "' 1n .... .c1n1 pe,chol oetO&l -· ..., Dlld 1-ID• II -- wttll pn-15 ,.., old.I cm aoccmt of 1act. of action . 

J~NQS <:~!~1:!!1~m!::s~:!1~ ~sder.:;.=e: !:.·=: ;·~:i .. Haer :a: 
.:ti lt Oita .,,,,,,, one or Cht beat b)' Ptnwlow. J Nad 1' a '"' 71an aeo, 

!Pi![ M (lllle,): I OllJQfld U>o AueulC DlgolC tra, ccmr co ccmr , I wu •ll>f'Ci T IANd with !1111 Lett, • art tol• cr11'bl c trll t Hca . r do not l"IDm)U' u. paper at ai.:.. but Uw art.tol e dt llgb ted CID nm c Ctlo 1, 11. 

L...lllDl!i (t41n1Q'sbh l , .. del lgtlt<d wlCb lbt Auguot 11""'• AU t.b1 ll'tlolll 
9&N '8"J good, Cbl ICeot si.taler blln& 0atr011 Dta17. 

~ ~' m<~~~ c!pc:::a ~b~Ulr~~ ;:' : t~.:1: :ri'; :ft:=, 
Dlan t. Fer at , ! ta peak or pert ect lCl'I ,ma ati..,lntd wSth UM: ttq , 1962 rut>er, "11d1 aeens t.11.:lt o.r td l kr W 1')(1111' Ht htm t lf a CICflRIQntal ~ ot melnt.3.lnln& a N oll.7 
~,:ob .. - -· 0157' •• Nol l1 rem"11~ ctellehCIUl.. &'tWI UII "°"'"• lltr.171 oo nrJ at tnlCttft, •m to MN hit a iww htlb n ancttll'd, er 1en,1, c.o. ta IDNpl acetJble 8112 nenr tq\.Wllled. 

(Hat:17 l:ba*I to Nader Stor7, and oUter·s 110 hm, tflo ec::rtt lnU<I to , a a, tuOh Mert,,­wor.,tna ........ .. - Ell. ) 

tl§INO~ RFJJES • 

•D«inJ ' • 01017'9 get.a bttwr neT7 rxinth , sld we old fllll 1lq, 1J lep up all Ult tn­rormt lcn ht mat lc:m .about botll J)eNOnl end plaoea, Wt haft ncc.tOOd that Denn, ta u 
art-f'\11 &I HINdltb lD bll O'll'l "81• FtJnD.7 1tndfn& ll Sexton Blatt 1t.arJ , fltllch WU Coo '!a')' tor h1a, io b1f Al.rlt riorrtel fht1 eotl cii ot hla caw ow-Zotl'lf tan, tuN ljood 
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ldea.s about bll'\bda7 preaenta tor Uw tr Olll'I enol t nt re l a t tna . 
DII\IU' ale:> cientton1 tha t Nar"tJo Clttrord poku tun at 121.• aittraaeuea. We ban 

•r tan wondeNCI '*>,ether hie d tsllk t or moctem Independent teao.lea otl,ht bt me reaac:n 1Wl)' 

hll f emale dw-act.era were uaual. 17 10 unreal t at lo and dlaapPolntln& . (Wt me.. notha.r.; or 

Coualn Eibel. ) 
Barb.,. Rtdtem -.. quti.e "'11~ end YNll-t>alaneld . Beaa1 1 was ~ aaob l llt • 

8111.)' tn mlnd ar.i bodr to be att.raot.ln to femJ. t tam. HarJort t Raseldent ma a 1oodr-
100d1 t.n, , . Cl ara TN"f11n wa.s U\e 1RU1' of 12\t llfll, a baek- sleppf.n&, beeirt.7 tJP9 , tbe 

ootmtel"J)~ or our" dear Bob ai,"7. or ooura, , abe could be mood1' llkt Wharton on 
oertaln ooeutms , ffld ha.1 t o be eoaxed by aoppy 11BrJort1. What an odtoua bunoh thq -Bett)' Barton & Co 1n aie 8dlool&lrlst °"1 were fttr ntcar, PoUJ Llnt.oo wu 
alwa,a th o atertllng oadaei>, end Na.oat, tb e IZ"ab 11r1 , we, a great Dhanoter , wUh bar 

mt~starn oharaoterhtto.s. 1'hey had ,a:ie Tt rf exci t ing adnnturea , 1tt t baJ wtN 

thet:l.sel T&I all that ttOI , tmllkt Barbara Redhm & eo. tt\O were the pale f tmln~ _,,adcwa 

ot tlle t r Gr17trtSt'1 tlalt acqualntencu . 
Wt t n l that ttr , Lotu 1, quu .. ,rona: tlht n b e lll"tt ,u that , fOf' NUOn1 of tldloeu 

wmen MN ooc. t an.at.to coll ecto:ra. flit tnn.h ta that aoat 11r1a• aar, writer1 ,r,ou 
glrla 1 atortea with boYI lo Cllnd. Wt b&d 1trl1 beb&.'tl l'II tn u,actiy Ille _.. war aa b071 t 

ID<! ClelO' llllOUD got tlred or th b atttt\de . We read ot achool.glrl •'1i:ars , art oket and 

hockey dlari,1, great acbool cai,talna t wicked pretecta . and naughty raaa. 
1?11• 1ta1 tl!e gnat weakness of the C11ff House 1am1 . Du.leJe Crt111&1 0. 

~taln ot 111, llcllool ond aoted lUat l ilt• WIJ>ca.. . Bart>ara Redeem wu Ill• luntor 
oaptatn lfM:I eoted Uk t ffarT7 Wharton. Diana Rayaton-Clartt WU Cl. t• Rou.sft Vemon­

&ml tht a feDlnlne bomdtr . And Berbera Redfern bad a atnor called Dcrla tltlo as a II08EIP 

l uot li ke Ol oq NUgent. 
1'heat Clttt Hou.at &lrl a IDltattd UM! etwtr lars charac t ers c l oHl.7 ln a th.adOIIIO' 

wa:r. so no -,ndel" that J:10at girls pref erred boJ•' at.crt ea . The ganl.llnt bQJ wu au.ch 

prete.rNd to Git rmai , tllbo 111aS laltatlDC bt1:2. 

fl!r!..:.1l:!1~1 =1:,~~7i=: ca;r': ~le~ ~ rb'!: !!:t!T~ !~ ~~r~:~~r::':! 
wa. an tmcrraiton 1n tht later , , .... rcr a looc tlm the cai,tetn or curt Rouse tu 
SUlla st.one. the um applied t.o China Royaton-Clft i . I bad neTtr pNYlou.alY beard 

ot her . rcr IODil )"e61"1 tbl 1 bwndU- of curt House "°' Auguata .lnatnilher-Brotin o mo 
featured In aoce exce111nt oertea . Another a:uoh later character "8.1 JomtQl.a Cartu , mo. 
accOl'dtna; to ec:Ut.or lal olalm, -.a ffr1 J)()JJUlar In her tt m . 

NEXT tUfflJ JN COWtTCIJS' OJ9'i§T 

No. 1 of a Grand New Art Cal l ery of Orqtrtar a favour i t es , ,ptOlallY dra,m 

bJ tr. c. e. OlAPtwf • 12'.lt r~ Hcntt ertlat . 

Don't • •es tbla atnsattonal ntw attl'aetton. 



Sexton Blake Today 
Tb8 late s t ncrrels 1n t.he 11;>rl~temoua LtblVf, 

N'fleWid by l1AROARE1' ccxm:. 

\ilI'fE tpcpu.R.X, Noe 505 :, ?!1!!:..illSID· 
A W'Orl tol e ot •naaUT .-Id aln 1n aw 

c«co . ClTll "81" dUrtnc 1961 ,11en t.rtbal 
hat:Nd and lust tpr powiar cauaec1 Ule worat 
atrocltl e s IMrl'a tnhumnlty to man OOUl4 d&Tlet. 
Behind Che 1eenea two P"(q:11 or men wort.eel 
agalnlt ttDI - OM group plotting to 
uaa.utn aie PNaldent f'lba:lb4il of 1:atenaa ll'K1 
U8IDI oontrol ot tbt Pro'rtnce:J u. o~er II"~ 
Nl•ln& to toll tbalr plaN •Uh Ute btlp of 
&exta> B1'll<• and TlnltC' , 

Ennt 1 nand qulotlJ, plotter ttlllng 
plotter before they coUld be bn,aabt to jut.te e 
yet - 1 the dead ol!lf'I e>eelt to those tlbo tncs 
bow to llaten • satd Stnon Bl *-•· 1tle llrdlr' 
ot a ol>Mltt OOI' end <lie kldn""' Ina of I lrt,r llld 
a ladr lournall.i gaTe Bl.et• bla ttrat lead to 
&bt auaulns , bUt proof ot &balr ldintttlea 
waa bard to obtain and Blake -,u1c1 ban tailed 
to an fDE!be but f or T11*trt , alr:111, J.mac­
lnatlon and peratat.enc e ea a cracur. 

A good stor7 ,rtti.n wttb al l Pet.er Saxonra alr:1ltul ~ ot tancuac e. 1bt 
nofll bu a au-ong pollt t oal bula streul,_ the hatre d felt bJ tb e peopl e• , or lat.qa . 
tar ihe U'\lt ed Hat loos.' roroea, S'ld gl'ftng esttatla or nent , , people and pl ace, . 

w, H9!!1[d BftS• 

Bri: Holldflr Hol'lda:, at Br i ghton - Cl"'OWl:b: - pteey - SIC1 aaddWl death. An a-cOffl'lct 
re turning to Che.·seeno of b i t ort.De to reoo, er hidden loot. purai ed bJ UM 1 8 1.a Fell ed 
thugs em. ?mnted bi' Sen.on Blake ta rorcec1 to ktll thre e people. 

Tbe stol'7 shows a ltt'QelT 1'01Tled Suton Blake atrntd that r a tlure to rtnd Cbe 
stolen aoney wlll cau.ae the lnaurance ec.entea to lose conrtdeace In hl1 abl lltJ co 
eerve tbea . 

Tbe cbue r:JOTCI trcm prllCll cell co bolldaJ' reaort. troa crowded beach to dlD aquarlm 
with tension lXl1.llt1.ng 1U adtl1 to tb e ollmz In ,m old otna:ia. 

Good characttr1satton, well auata lned 1nteN at _a a high at8'ldard of .. tune. 


