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THE EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READERS

LOCKING AHEAD:

In these languorcus days of mid-summer, while so many of you are
enjoying yourselves on Britain's sun-drenched beaches, it seems incon-
gruous to be looking ahead to December. By that time, the waters of the
sea will no longer be tempting. The gentle zephyrs will have changed to
icy blasts. You will need something to take your minds off the British
climate - and, as you will have guessed, I am leading up to COLLECTORS'
DIGEST ANNUAL for 1962.

Preparations are now in full swing for the day when the postman
will bring this giant Year Book to you. We are aiming to make this,
the 16th of them, the finest of them all. I can let you have a peep at
some of the jewels which this immense casket will contain.

RICHMAL CROMPTON, world-famous creator of the most lovable scamp
fiction, has writtﬁn a special article for the Annual, and invites

i i
¥ou. $0, "NEBT. WILLAN,
























































































Page 31

ideas sbout birthday presents for their own encient relatives,

Danny als mentions that Martin Clifford pokes fun at the suffragettes, We have
éften wondered whether his dislike of modern Independent females might be one reason why
his female characters were usually so unrealistic and disappointing, (We know nothing of
Cousin Ethel.)

Berbara Redfern was quite well~drawn and well=balanced. Bessie was Too much 1ike
B111y in mind and body to be attractive to female fans, Harjorie Hazeldene was a goody=
goody type, Clara Treviyn was the "man® of the gang, a back-slapping, hearty type, the
counterpart of our dear Bob Cherry., Of course, she could be moody like Wharton on
certain cccasions, and had to be soaxed by soppy Marjorie. What an odious bunch they

Betty Barton & Co in the Schoolgirls! Own were far nicer, Polly Linton was
always the startling madeap, and Naomi, the arab girl, was o great charaster, with her
nid-eastern characteristios, They had some very exciting adventures, yet they were
thenselves all that tine, unlike Barbara Redfern & Co. who were the pale feminine shadows
of their Greyfriars male acquaintances,

We feel that Mr, Lofts is quite wrong when he writes that, for reasons of tidiness
women were not fanatic collectors, The truth 1s that most girls! story writers wrote
girls' atorles with boys In mind, We had girls behaving in exactly the same Way as boys,
#nd many women got tired of this attitude, We read of schoolgirl swimmers, cricket and
hookey charps, great school captains, wicked prefects, and naughty fagse.

This was the great weakness of the CLiff House yarns., Dulcie Grey was the
Ceptain of the Behool and acted just like Wingate, Barbara Redfern was the junfor
eaptain and acted 1ike Harry Wharton, Diana Royston-Clarke was CliffHouses Vernon=
Bmith, a feninine bounder, And Barbera Redfern had a minor called Dorils who was a scemp
Just 1like Dicky Nugent.

These C11ff House girls Initated the Oreyfriars characters closely In a shadowy
Way, S0 no wonder that most girls preferred boys' stories, The genuine boy was miuch
preferred to the female who was imitating him,

EDITOR'S NOTE: Only a half-dozen or so of the Cliff House stories in the School Friend
Were wrltten by Charles Hamilton, If a Dulcle Grey became captain of Cliff House, this
was an innovation in the later years, For a long time the captain of Cliff House #as
Stella Btone, The same applied to Diana Royston=Clarke, I had never previously héard
of her. For some years the "bounder® of C1iff House was Augusta Anstruther-Browne who
featured in some excellent series, Ancther much later character was Jemima Carfax, who,
aceording to editorial elaims, was very popular In her time.

HEXT puis t D

No. 1 of a Grand New Art Gallery of Oreyfriars favourites, spec¢lally dramm
by Mr, C, H, CHAPMAN, the famous Magnet artist.

Den't miss this sensational new attraction,







