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EDITORIAL

THE ANNUAL, 1961. Work on the preparation of the 1961 Annual is in
its closing stages. No effert is being spared so that we can bring you
in December the finest issue ever of this popular publication. Our
contributors, in sparkling form, have been real irojans. In fact, be-
cause space is limited even in the Annual, some articles of worth will
inevitably be held over till another year. Such things cannot be
helped.

Prominent among the outstanding attractions will be the SEXTON
BLAKE ANNUAL, the section of the volume which is devoted to the world's
most famous detective. And the illustrations throughout the Annual
will be many and varied. We believe they cannot fail to delight you
all.

One warning. The mumber of copies we can print is limited. Don't
leave your ordering too late. We should indeed be sorrowful if any of
our regular subscribers had to be met with the harsh words Sold Out.

BILLY BUNTER AT THE VICTORIA PALACE, The London Club is organising a
party to visit BILLY BUNTER SHIPWRECKED at the Victoria Palace, on
Saturday afternoon, January 13th. Any of our readers who can come
elong will be most heartily welcomed, and if you can bring friends, so
much the better. Seats this year are 15/—, and anyone wishing to join
the party should write to me, with remittance, without delay. Saturdays
for the run of the show are already very heavily booked.
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I hardly think readers of "Collectors' Digest" will need a key
to the code. Yours truly deciphered the 'secret message' in five
minutes.

CoMiCuS,

THOSE MISSING SERTAL NUMBERS
By Bill lofts

Mr. J. Merrills in the September C.D. so rightly queried the
reasons why Fleetway Publications have dropped the serial numbers from
their most popular periodicals, A phone call by Derek Adley to one of
the staff brought the comments 'that it was felt that it was unnecessary
these days, as canics especially were so little collected end bound in=-
to volumes.” Educational periodicals and technical books were, however,
and that is why they retained them, Libraries of course, still had the
serial numbers as they were not dated, In general, it was thought that
the date was sufficient.

As these comments only came from a staff member, and not a
manager a letter to the Manasger resulted in the following reply:

*With reference to your enguiry about serial mmbers, these
were dropped because all that is really necessary is the
date, It is easy enough to establish when issues of a
paper are not printed and I'm sure that on the whole,
collectors, too, would know that say, from 19th June to
31at July, 1959, there was a printing strike.,"

Later when I had to call at Fleetway Publications to obtain
back numbers of the Knockout for a friend of mine in the U.S.A. I
raised the question to one of the staff in the backmmber dept.

¥.0,G. 'Can you tell me why they have dropped the serial mumbers of the
'Knockout'? I find it awloward when ordering back numbers.

Staff Member: 'Bave they dropped them? I did not know, What
difference does it make? You don't read the number.

#.0.G. They have had serial numbers since 1892 on A.P. papers; there
must be some sort of reason to drop them after €0 years'.

Staff Member: Pretends not to hear me - and walks away to an imaginary




Page 32

call - like Potter and Green getting away from Coker!

My own view is that it is just a policy of the new Daily Mirror
group that took over the old Amnlgemated Press- where sweeping changes
have taken place in the last few years. The first explanation is
reasonable in a way - but the second is really absurd. How would
collectors in the future know that there was a strike on at a certain
period, They would know at once by the serial numbers if they had
issues missing, but by having a gap of dates, they obviously may
think they have numbers to obtain,
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REVIEW

"BUNTER, THE VENTRILOQUEST" Cassell's, 9/6

This is real vintage Greyfriars, to tickle the palates of the
young and inexperienced, the middle~aged and blasé, the old and jaded.
It iz immensely readable for Greyfriars fans of all ages. Frank
Richards has taken author's licence, and turned back the clock., Quelch
is vnaware that Bunter is a ventriloquist, Smithy is quite sure that
the "old fat man™ cannot imitate voices, and even the Owl himself has
to practise before he reproduces Prout's fruity boom. But it's all
great Tun, and where Frapik Richards leads, the reader follows unquest-
ioningly. Mr. Richards uses his pen as the Pied Piper used his pipe.

Quelch is at his most gimlet-eyed and barking; Prout is at his
most unparalleled; and when these two get at daggers drawn, one keeps
on reading. It's a story to be relished at one sitting, and great
entertainment. Well worth 9/6 of any man's money.
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COMING YOUR WAY IN DECEMBER

The GRAID CHRISTMAS NUMBER OF COLLECTORS' DIGEST
. and
COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1961

Have you ordered yours? It's the World's Greatest Annual for touch-
ing the Heart Strings.
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