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of Collectors! Digests, and 21l the C,D, Annuals. "The Man Who Came Back® was
delightful, A lovely bit of fantasy - worthy of the Holiday Annual at its best.

TCM _HOPPERTON (Scarborough): Everyone must agree that C.D. has improved beyond any
Teasonable expectation, and In catering to so many different trends It s probably
impossible to satlsfy everyone, If you attempt to vary the accustomed meru too much,
it will probably upset more than it gratiffes, But there is a sirple way out of the
difficulty, We already have the Annual at Christmas, Without aiming at anything as
elaborate as that, would it be possible to issue Spring, Summer and Autumn Specials,
of ordinary C.D. size? I realize that 1t would throw an added strain on the poor
editor, but I should be glad to know what you = and others - think of the ideas

{The 'poor Ed' 1likes the idea lmmensely, and we have, In fact, been toying with the
idea of Double Numbers occasionally, There are, of course, certain factors to be
considered before it could be put into practice, but we should be glad Lo know whether
readers would 1ike the idea of an cccasional Double Number, or, alternatively, an
cecasional 'Extral, = ED.}

GEORGE BURGESS (Romsey): 1 thought "Man Who Came Back® very cleverly written {more

ese storles, please}, and the Dick Turpin cover is the best I have seen on CeDe
since 1 have been & reader, The drawings of Dick and his friends are most praise=
worthy, with the gravestones and gallows thrown in,

gm KNIGHT (Cheltenham) I wWas particularly interested in Mr, Thurbon's article,

ere he mentions the very story, for information of which I advertised In the CeDs
Anmual a while back - "The Wolf Patrol® by John Finnemore., He says these stories were
printed In the Champfon in 1912-13, which is noWs to me, Harry Broster has the only
copy of this name that I have heard about until now, and he very kindly loaned it to
mé a few months ago.

(Mr. Thurbon wreites us as follows: 71 was horrified to see that 1 had carelessly mixed
up the two stories. John Finnemore's "Wolf Patrol® appeared In one of the 4.P, papers
and later in a B,F.L. The stories In the 1912-13 Champion were about the "Green
Plover® patrol,)

IAN DAVEY (Whitley Bay): 1 have never scen any mention in C.D, of "Little Folks's TYou
may have covered 1t comprehensively in the past before I started to get C,D., but I
would be interested to find cut, [ have a battered copy of "Little Folks® of 1932 and
an even more battered cne of 1895, The stories In them were very pood, mainly school
storles for both boys and girls, and I remember In 1932 an excellent school tale ealled
"Michael Allenby" by Jchn Brearley.

My favourite stiff=covered school tales are by an author 1 have not seen
mentioned in C.D. - R. A. H. Goodyear, 1 always preferred his storlas to those of
Michael Poole, Gunty Hadath, Cleaver, Bird, ete, [ remember he had a long cbituary in
9The Times®, but I ean't remember much more about 1t now, Could we have some facts
about Goodyear, please?

ROBERT MoCABT {Dundee): No surprise to find Wharton topping the poll, but Bunter
getting second place was, [ thought Mr. Quelch would have received more volese Nest
to Wharton, he s my favourite character,

CHRISTOPHER LOWDER {Cradley): Belated hearty comgratulations on the magnificent July
C.D. IT Was periecn. 1 was glad to see Dick Turpin on the Cover In August. It was a
marvellous pieture with wonderful detail, Only one disappointment = the absence of
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Tom King from the insets, Btill, i{t!s hard to please everyone,
Talking of covers - where Is Beb Whiter? His character portrait of the Rio Kid
was a fine plece of work, Can't we have more? Why don't we have articles on Dick
Turpin and Buffalo Bi111? The pre-war Biggles yarns in Modern Boy are good subject matter,
Loo.

FROM WITHIN
By R, J, Godsave

It has been sald that bocks will not deliver thelr treasures without some co-
operatidn on the part of the reader, Those vho enjoy books most are those who eulti-
vate the active use of their imaginations and all books worth reading demand an effort
of imagination so thal we can hear, see and feel all that the author deseribes,

Anyone can begin to write of something that has happened. But it s exseedingly
difffeult to begin so effectively that the reader is Imediately irmersed in the story
and eager to follow to the end, It is, of course, equally difficult to end the plot of
a story successfully, [ would say that the essentlal characteristic of a story is a
gocd plot with people or things that are alive,

The long runs of the Hamiltonian papers and the Nelson Lee are proof that Hamilton
and Brooks both possessed zh[s gift, It is, of course, equally true of other authors.

Sometime ago. ompton serles of the Mognet and was rather fascinated by the
account of Mr. QUEICh fﬂlm““s Vernon-Smith to Pegg one wet afternoon, The deserip-
tion was sc realistic that I could almost hear, see and feel the rain falling, A des=
cription of a wet afterncon must be almost as difficult as the painting of a wine glass
on an oil painting,

On the other hand, the surrounding countryside of St, Frank's 1s more real and
detailed to me than that of Oreyfriars, That the mental plctures built up by the readers
must vary to an enormous degree 1s obvious, and somé images fit in better than others,
I must confess that my mental pleture of the village of Bellton was nothing 1ike that
depicted by Briscoc in his delightful sketches,

With these few examples it can be scen that some of the quality of the stories de=
pends upon the reader, For until a book fs read it 1s non-existent, The moment It is
appreciated 1t leaps int® 1ife and 1ives In the reader,

FOR SALE - NELSON LEES = all series., State wants or ask for List.
S.A.E. please - HORACE V. ROBERTS, 12 Clairview Road, Streatham,
LONDON, S.W.16.

Kr, J. MERRILLS, of Canada, who is collecting KNOCKOUT, writes
mbout the difficulties caused by the absence of serial numbers. We
agree most strenuously and would like to kmow why this absurdity has
ccome about. Are the new papers merely coy about their ages? Age,
in a paper, used to be a matter of pride.

Publighed by Eric Fayne, Excelstor House, Grove Road, Surbiton.
Duplipated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York.



