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BILL MART

93 HILLSIDE : LONDON, N.W.10
CASH WITH ORDER
A1l books offered

Magnets 934~970. Mint condition.
28 numbers. Best offer please.
Pro—forma invoice will be sent to

WORLD FAMOUS FOR OLD BOYS BOOKS

Phone: ElGar 3230
Cables: SUPERB USED, LONDON.

POSTAGE EXTRA

are always pre 1940

Magnets, bound volumes, numbers
1438-1480. Mint condition.
Best offer please.

auccessful bidder in 4 weeks time

Gems 1016-1049 (33) numbers. Best:
offer.

52 Union Jacks, 1917-1930. 85/-

Boys Heralds 4 x 52 copies.

Bound vols. 1904 complete run.

A serious collector's item.
£20.

26 Pink Union Ja;ks 1904-1916.
1

Boys Magazine 1922, 1-26 Bound.
3

Bound volume Nelson Lee 1928, No.
121, Best offer.

Boys Magazine }924-, 53-78 Bound.
30/=

Bound volume Nelson Lee 1916, No.
53-78, Best offer.

4 Bound vols. S.0.Ls. S.A.E.

for details.

Bound volume Xmas Gems, S.A.E.
for details, Over 20 items.

Bound volume Xmas Nelson Lees.
S.4.E. for details, 10 items.

Bound volume Champion, S.A.E.

4 vol. 1, number 1 (0.B.Bs.)
S5.A.E. for details

18 various vols. early publica-

ticna: Chas, Dickens, Makepeace

Thackeray, Rudyard Kipling.
Full details S.A.E,

Bound volumes to clear, sll one
price, 10/~ each., Chatterbox,
Boys of England, Young Folks,
Mary Price, Madeleine Smith,
Mysteries of the Court, Sexton
Blake Annuals, + Yearly Newne's
Strand Magszines featuring Conan
Doyle, Schoolgirls Own Annuals,
Tomehawk, Jack Harkaways, Young

‘Ireland, etc. etc. etc.

Saturday books issued yearly from
1940-1961. Publis)em price 37/6
Details

aach. My pr:s'me 15/=.

Various Xmes Double Numbers,
Puck, Comic Life, Magnet, Penny

Popular, Boys Friend. Dgtgl%ﬂ
























































































he had some in his pocket, he was a drinking man and was frequently to be found among
the newspapermen who all too often forgot the worries of the world at the bar of the Slip
Inn In 01d Market Place, a few yards from Cleveland Buildings. The *S1ip*, with all its
many happy memories was blotted out in a single night, a night Manchester will not easily
forget: December 22nd, 1940, Messrs. filtler and Goering were the demoliticn contracloTss

Possibly, Baxter knew a youngster by the nzme of Tom Barratt who played the piano
in the Slip Inn about the time the artist was working in Manchester. This talented
youth later turned his musical skill to producing popular songs, Written under the name
of ¥Leslie Stuartd: tThe old coon favourites "Little Dolly Daydrean® and ®The Lily of
Laguna® are but two of them, “Leslle S the top of the ladder with his
famous masicel extravaganza "Floradors”, in 1899, and who doesnft know his
rousing merching song which dates fram the South African Wars #The Boldlers of the
Queen®?

wMomug® folded up in 1883 and Baxter went to London. After a gpell a5 a newspaper
artlst, some of it spent abroad, he created Ally Sloper, a low=l1fe character who re—
sembled Wilkins Micawber, Sloper, with his eternal bottle of gin poking from his coat
pocket, was featured in a paper entirely devoted to him, "Ally Bloperis Falf Bollday"s

Before the eighties were out, however, young Baxter died, I have heard that
tuberculosis and drink brought on hla death &nd, according to the 1939 cutting already
mentioned, this occurred in miserable London lodgings.

Perhaps some friend in London can dig up some informatlon on » 11y Bloperts Half
Holiday® and Baxterfa years in the capitals 1d be happy to hear of anything which
helps to Ti11 in the background of the man who Is ¥ ghost of Market Street.

TON \VER THE CLUB
By Rey Hopking

Hylton Cleaver made & genial personal appearance at the London Club's March meetings
Bill Lofts, whose contact with living authors Interests all of us In the hobby, gave a
talk on CHUMS with particular reference to Mr. Cleaverts work therein. Following this,
the author mentioned some of the personalities he had been assoolated with in his days
with CEUMS and THE CAPTAIN, Draycot Mg Dell (no relation to Ethel M., he stated), Re Be
Warren Bell end Reeves Shaw were three of the editcrs he remembers wells

Mr, Cleaver first began to mrite In THE CAPTAIN, his first accepted short story
being THE RED RAG. This acceptance Was a joy to him because THE CAPTAIN had been the
magazine whish he himself loved as a boya Asked whether his school stories were baged
on his orm schooldays at St, Paul's, the Writer stated that St. Paul!s was a day school
and he used boarding schools as a backdrop for his amn stories because that was a way of
keeping all the characters in one 1ittle cosmos of their omm. Though his stories were
written for boys, he endeavoured to meke the schoolmasters the perscnallties in the
staries and, in order to make them attractive to the schcolboy reader, they were por=
treyed with an escentric blas shich gave him many apportunities for humour, His e
Dennett in the Greyminster geries ia one of his better knomn ®odd® schoolmmsters, Mre
Cleaver sald Mr, Dennett probably had his beginnings in the Reva Elam, 8 schoolmaster
at Bt, Paul's In his cwn day, Rev, Elam's idlosynerasies nad to be considerably enlarged
in order te approach the unconventional Mre Dennett but he made a good basle model for
that gentleman,

Hylton Cleaver loves To mrite achool stories and regrets that the day of the
story seems to be over, He ha d been having them accepted by his publisher as late as
950 and had submitted one to Fredk Warme since 1955 but they had returned iv, However,
he took the meat out of the book and has rewritten it ag a short story which will appesd
in a future 1ssue of BOYS OWN PAPER, He thinks school stories may return to favour some
time in the future because he was recently approached by Fleewway Publ ications who wish
ed to reprint one of his old stories in a comic, This is now appearing as a sarial




'THE WAPPY COMPANY in FILM FUN and for which he receives three guineas per instal-
This originally appeared in an AP publication under the by=line of Reginald Crunden
which 1z the only other per=name Mr, Cleaver has ever used, -

Asked whether he had ever written any Sexton Blake stories, the writer stated he had
not tor the reason that he would not wish to use any charscter in his writing that he had
not Bimself invented. He had, however, written stories in which murder had been committed
and alsc three plays, the run of vhich had been curtaile¢ due to the war,

Mr, Cleaver believes the ingpiration to write school stories came to him due to his
great admiration far the achool stories of P, O, s vhich he s the beat
ever written, He stated the boys® dialogue in Wodehouse's school stories was several
years senlor to the boys! actual ages but It was, he belleved, one of the reasons for
their great success with youthful readers of that time, When P,G. Wodehouse retired froo
the school story fleld, H ylton Cleaver hoped this was & chance for him to step into the
Master?s shoes, He belleves Wodehouse had & congiderable Influence on his own style In
the beginning,

1%8 author was fortunate in that he didn't have to hawk his stories for a long time
pefore one was accepted. He had no trouble getting started in the boys' school story
fieid. During World War I, to cheer himself up and to pass the time while he was in the
trenches, he wrote school stories in longhand and sent them home to be Typed for sub-
nission, He sold them all, With the demise of THE CAPTAIN, Hylton Cleaver wrote adult
stories for STRAND MAGAZINE and then became associated with CHUME where some of his well=
¥nown school-story steble-pates were Cunby Hedath, Richard Bird and Alfred Juid, He
admired Hadeth's writing also, though that gentlemsn specialised in a more serfous type of
achool story. Mr, Cleaver always tried to keep hls stories humorous, The celebrated
artist H, He Brock, whose f{ne 11lustrations have adorned mony school gtorfes as well as
historical and adventure stories for boys, very often illustrated Mre Cleaverfa stories.

The writerfs favourite among his own stories ls THE OLD ORDER, His first book,
ROSCOE MAKES GOOD, waa published by Oxford University Press. Mre Cleaver 1s married and
has a seventeen year old son and his by-1ine can still de seen in the Sports Pages of the
EVENING STANDARD where he reports on Rugby and Boating.

‘oaltu-aﬂa“tutectouv.onna-aitt

Yours Sincerely

{ Ipteresting Itens from the Editor!s Postbag)
JAMES W, C (Wembley): [ notice that Frank Richards has been Included in the new *Whots
6Y o ambamamumwrmnmwlmwmvmumbamw.'.han
achievement,

1 was delighted To see the Nelson Lee Library on television this week, It appeared
in *To-night", and was among sooe interesting items in a museum In Scotland, It was of
the New Berles type, and although this era of the Lee does not find favour with us, It
was, To use a schoolboy term, smashing to see it on T.Va

Mra, n= y (Newury): 1 only wish [ had Jmown Collectors! Digest years 2gd. [ enjoy
it s0 , especlally the iasues featuring the old comlos, which bring back happy
memoriess

JACK TAGH {New Zealand): I have at last completed @y set of Nelson Lees, and now have
a copy ol every one that was ever 1gsued, 95% of them In new condition, It has taken me
3 years Lo get thems 1 got my first in 1525 and have been chasing them ever since, and
now my ambition 1a realised, The only other completa set 1 know of is owned by Robert
Blythes

{Hearty congratulatfons, Jack, cn a splendid achlevement, = ED,)

""" Published by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton.
e dme bt e Vard P i natine Services. 12a The Shambles, York.



