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BILL MARTIN

93 HILLSIDS : LONDON, H.Y.10
CASH WITH CRDER

WORLD FAMOUS FOR OLD BOYS BOCKS
Phone: ELGar 3230
Cables: SUPERB USED, LOWDON.
POSTAGE EXTRA

20 Blue and White Magrets - 70/-
This wonth's er Bundle con- |
tains bound volumes S5.0.Ls, Boys' |
Realns, Boys' Friends, Magnets, |
Gems, Total, 84 copies. £6 6 0|

{ 31 tagnets between 1156 — 1552
| 70/~

| The following are all Vol, 1, i

No. 1.

The Wedding Ring - Vol. 1, No. 1

s/3/181.  15/=

'I'he Miblion - Vol. 1, No. 1 i
2/2/1870.

! 'éodem Boy - Vol. 1, Fo, 1

[ 19/2/1938. 10/-

| Scocps - Vol. } No. 1 10/2/1334
! 15/-

52 cmsecut'.\.ve copies of the
| Scout 30/-

0 |-

—- 26 Gems 19"

| Another Bumper Bundle Number 2 —
i

———

i
i

contains Triumphs that incerpor- :

ated the "Gem" "B.F.Ls"
"Nugzets" Total - &0 copies,
Price & 10 0

Bumper Bundle Humber 3 - con—

tains Cluckles, Harvels, Lot o

Fun, Jesters - T1 copies.
£‘5 5 0

40 copz.ea of S.B.L. 1940/50
115 ©

Comple‘te run Magnets 1666/'r 668
Circus series 10/-

Complete set of Magrets 1204 —
| 1209 20/-

Complcte set of I lu(.;xets 1247 -
125 - 30/-

2 uom-pleta ¥, r;'netﬂ 1220 -
T-"‘cﬁm}ule*e
LN .
, Complete set Magnets 1237 - 1236
| Guy Fawkes Series 10/-

;‘Cnmplete set _Pi;\guets 1240 - 12;3““

12/6

A few more Vol, 1, No. 1 - Pllct

Lcmg run of/liagrets 1260 - 1276

411 the follmnng at 5/- each.
Special price for this month
only, The Spies Abroad, Bob
Blunt the Traveller, War Cruise
of Moscu, Dashing Duke, Will
Dudley, Tom Florimil, Giles
Evergreen, Dick Lightheart, 6
d:.ﬁ'erent :{aruways - u.ll ‘3/— ea..

! 5/=; Children's 'Wawngper 5/=;
| Boy's Best Story Paper 15/-;
'Glrl's Cinema 5/— Polly* Paper

If you wan" anything else that I
don't advertise drop me a line
giving full details,
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ERIC FALE
Excelsior House
Grove Read,
Surbiton, Surrey.

* # * ¥ »

HERBERT
By Fric Fayme

Fearly twenty years ago, scon after the outbreak of war, I
first received a letter signed "Herbert Leckenby", I cannot reesll
the eircumsbuices wder which he first was moved to write to me, or
from whence he obtained my name, But soon a rTegular correspendence
wes passing between us, and it continued until the day of his death,
That strong, distinctive hend-writing of his became very much pert of
my life; rarely a week went by during which I did not have at least
two letters from Herbert.

We had been pen~friends for a number of years before we net,
In 1947 I was on holiday at Rhyl in North Wales, and I arranged to
drive over to York one Saturday - a long journey - and meet Herbert,
At noon we were shaking hands outside a York cinema.

If, on first meeting him, one felt any surprise, that feeling
soon gave way to the realisation that here, to use a Yorkshire ex-
pression, was a man who had more in his shop than he showed in his
window, As Herbert and I chatted with the passing hours, I felt the
wonder, as cxpressed by Goldsmith:

", ..And still the wonder grew
That one small head could carry all he knew."

Ve lunched together, walked the famous ramparts of the lovely
old City, visited the museum, and had tea together. As I drove away,
under the setting sun, I turned to wave to him, and carried with me
the impression of a rather lonely figure,


















































































KEEP THEM GOING!

Elsewhere in this issue, we point out that few of the herces of
our youth are remaining to us, and we urge readers to support, with
all their might and main, those which, happily, are still with us.

On these grounds, we have asked you to support the Billy Bunter
show at the Victoria Palace.

On the same grounds we remind you that the Sexton Blske Library
is =till appearing, two issues each month, If you like detective
fiction, you will enjoy them. But, in any case, it is up to all of us
to do out little bit to make sure that a name which we saw on the book-
stalls years sgo is never crowded off, The Libraries cost only 1/-
each — the magazine section azlone is worth the bob,

Buy the Libraries each month, and, if you like, give them to a
young acquaintance. He will think you a grand fellow. If a Church
bazaar is coming zlong, which you usually support, give them a dozen
copies of the latest Blake for the stalls. Slip = copy in the parcel
you are packing for Nephew William or Uncle Fred. Don't be ashamed to
show the cover of the S.BE.L. as you ride on a bus = it is good advert-
ising, and we are not ashamed of our love for the old papers.

If your newsagent doeen't stodk them, persuade him to experiment
with some, and display them in his window or on his counter, They will
sell all right.

It's UP TC US T0 KEEP OUR HEROES ALIVE!

* * * O ¥

oDDS & ?@
By Cerry Allison

Under the heading "Billy Bunter Bagged" the following appeared
in a recent copy of the Dublin Evening Mail:

"Listening to 'Back to School', I was reminded of a funny ineci-
dent that occurred a month ago. My schooldays included the era of the
imgnet!, 'Gam', 'Popular' and a host of others, Ve read them in and
out of lessons, and there was many a sad heart if they were confiscated
by a naster.

A few years ago, Frank Richards revived his Billy Bunter series
in book form. The 'funny incident' occurred while I was changing &
book in the public library. I noticed, in the 'retums' section, one
of these editions of Billy Bunter, end, with true schoolboy cunning,
asked the assistant if it would be in order to get a book on my own
ticket for a nephew who was stopping with me. She sgreed, and so,




peinting casually to Billy, I remarked 'I think that one would do,®
But nc, it was not to be. The asszistant gave nme a this-is-where-you-
get-yours kind of smile, and advised me to try the shelves. 'Because!
said she, 'I'm afraid this book is reserved. You sse, all Frank
Richards' books have a long waiting list!"

* O * * *

INSPIRED COMMEIT

Extract from a letter from a postal member of the Club, who
incidentally, does not take the Digest, and who has not read any of
Bill Lofts' rceent articles on G, R, Sauways:-

"The mags were a most entertaining bunch - the genuine ones for
the ctories, the subs for other reasons. Ho, 424 (Magnet) is the
earliest I have seen that I feel confident can be pinned down to Sam—
ways. The fantastic situations, snatches of verse, ridiculously
opprobricus epithets bandied about even by the staff, and the odd way
in which he sinmply drops a scene after lashing it to the point when
the characters could not let it drop (c.f. Burrell's treatnent of
Zuelch) make one wonder why the editor accepted them. They were pals,
no doubt, but it is love, not friendship, that is supposed to be
blind.

Pentelow gets himself horribly involved in the 'Spring' stories,
which are a pretty good example of his hebit of dragging in characters
until his cast is about five times 23 big as necessary to carry the
story along. Why? Is it a clumsy, becsuse too-extended, use of the
C.H. atmosphere-building technique, cr is it, as sometimes appears
in the Sreyfriars Gallery, that he just hzd to be the universal lnow-
all? Anyway, he stood head and shoulders above Samways, snd most of
his stories are accepteble, if not distinguished."

*
I*lf:'lli

NOTICE TO LITEK.RY CONTRIEUTORS .ND .DVERTISERS

Owing to the C.D. now being edited in the Scuth and printed in
the North, the preparation of issues will have to be completed earlier
in the month. It will be appreciated if items are sent to reach the
Editor not later than the middle of the month, if intended for sub—
sequent issue,
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? HAVE YOU MADE SURE OF YOUR f?
C O ANNUA[ /a

G o900 o 99

This is Hcrbert Leckenby's last ANNUAL ~ a permanent monument to
one whom we remember with deep affection. You will never forggve your-
self if, in the end, you are unable to cbtain a copy.

* *

Owing to exceptional difficulties, due to Herbert's sudden death,
we are compelled to limit the number we print this year. We can only
GUARANTEE copies to those who have paid in advance, We shall endeavour
to print a few extra copies, so that we can meet possible later demands,
but the ONLY WAY to make sure of your 1959 Annual, and thus avoid dis-
appointment (unless you have already paid for it) is to send AT ONCE,
with your remittance for 12/6, to The Editor, Excelsior House, Grove
Road, Surbiten.

This is HERBERT LECKXENBY'S LAST ANNUAL - and the GREATEST CF
THEM ALL. In years to come, it may be worth as much as Magnet Number
One.

It is packed with good things, from cover to cover, with long
articles and stories by all the experts on HAMILTONIANL - SEXTON BLAKE ~
NELSON LEE, and also presenting articles on meny other famous period-
icals,

A feast of reading for the Christmas fireside.

REMEMBER, through unavoidable circumstances, the nimber of copies
this year will be very limited, Once every copy is sold, you will be
too late,

* * *
DON'T RISK DISAPPOINTMENT!

MAXE SURE OF YOUR ANNUAL NOW!

L B B O I

Dupux:atedbyYoﬁ:Duplicatu\g Services, 12a The Shambles, York,



