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(This review had to be held over last month)

BILLY BURTER AFLOAT
Reviesied by Jacl Wood
With this latest issue from the House of Cassells, Bunter achieves his
mejority. This is the 21st in the series of novels, end has Frank
Richerds and C. H. Chapran in good holiday form.

It is a story which is an echo of the famous Water Lily series,
bub which tells of a boating holiday on the Thames from a different
angic. This time, Bunter is the unexpected host, having fatuously
"honed" Colier's well-stocked boat for the occasion and invited the
Forcus Five as his guests.

Frank Richards keeps the story moving pleasantly end nostagicelly,
tiough one fancies with the more commercislised Thames of 1957 that a
boating porty would now hirc a motor boat and not a cumbersome rowing
boat. Cokcr and Co. and Ponsonby and Co., help to liven the familiar
proceedings.

"CLSTLE DANGEROUSM by Victor Gumnn
Rovicwed by F. Vernon Lay

Eawy Searles Brocks latest effort wnder his "othor" nome of
Victor Guon is a morc pedestrizn effort than usual,

Owr old frionds Chief Inspector Bill Cromwell and Sergeant
Johrny Lister investigate a murder at Gloniston Costlejan old ancestral
pile perched on on islend ot the lower end of Glemiston Water in West-
norland. The Cnetle is pcconmedating paying holidny guests ond one
of then is very reminiscent of Handforth, especially when he deter-
rines to solve the case single handed with disastrous results. The
story is more typicel of Agatha Christie then Victor Gunn, but the
plot is guite well thought out, tho charactorisation good althcugh the
rurderer secned a trifle toe obvicus, The blurb calls it "A Victor
Gunn Special" butm Vietor Gunn Also-ran" would be more accurate,

Annuel irticles Just Received

The Morcove Story by Leonard Peclion

Turn Beck the Clock by Eric Foyme

1930 = 1934 The Golden Age of the Mognet by
Roger Jenkins
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usual, wont all tco quickly and ere long it was time to get Teady to
break up with the dmowledge of a hoppy time wii to lock forward to
the second away meeting ot Bill Jardine's residence at 20, Spencer
Rund., Caterhan, Surrcy on Sunday, October 20th. This mecting place
is in the Herry Whorton country and Bill can be relied on for s good
agenda and programe. UNCLE BENJAMIN

* * ¥

NORTHERN SECTION MEETING - 14th SEPTEMBER, 1957

Although our usual room was engaged this evening, we were soon
confortably settled upstairs. Our Vice=Chairmen was missing for only
tle second time in the history of the Club, but what we lost the
London Club gained.

Business was scon dealt with and the chair was handed over to
Gerry for his talk on "Fromk Richards' Schocldays". I supposc we all
expected a tolk on the Cedar Creek series but we were all enjoyebly
surprised when Gerry storted. He gove us on excellent tolk on tho
verious comparisons hetween scme of Frank Richards' thoughts cbout
pattors in the Cedar Creek stories and his actual experiences in the
Autobiography. Scme were elmost word for word, as in "The Schoolbey
Author", when Fronk Richards was writing a series of storics for the
loeal poper and becouse of a cold the editor wrote cne story himsclf
and published it under the nome of Frank Richards. In the Auto-
biogrephy this cropped up agnin in the chapter on substitute cuthors,

HMony other instances were quoted by Gerry in his dinteresting
and informative tolk.

Following the refreshments it was the turn of Stenley to do his
duty, as he was the wimmer of the previous competition, This tino
Stanley gave us the T,V. gane of Criss Cross Quiz. The booxd wos
the some as on T.V. except on a smaller scale and the questions dealt
with the hobby. Jack Wood finished the night as chempion, 2s he beat
all six members who challenged him.

Altogether on excellent meeting which I imegine was enjoyed by
all prosent, Hext month, Stonley Snith is to give us o tolk

RON HOLGSOW, Hon. Sce.
* ¥ *
S ERSEYSIDE SECTION — SATURDAY, 7th SEPTRYBER

Only a small number of the Club Members were able to tum up for
the September Heeting, this being mainly due to it heing.heldon.a ——







