THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST
VOLUZE 11, NUMBER 122, FEBRUARY 1957 PRICE 18, 64,

E} :

o ok et £ oure PR '=.t___-'=‘=“" e e
o R e B SR
JATVERN BRawh q'- e s I - Iy "—q

e R e R PR R SR R

Pt
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Cables: SUPERB USED, LONDON.

Bound Volume The Champion
Jan, - June 1913, £1-11-6
Volume 1-16 lYos,

Bourd Voluwe B-O-P, Jan,-Sept. 1879
Volume 1. 1-35, Hondsomely Bowd
and Tooled. £2-2-0

Boun? Volume, 1-=i1 Complete
Proad Arrov Jack £1-1-0
Well Illustrated
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Bound Volume of The Island School
1-38., Complete with coloured

Bourd Volume Wild Witch of the
Heath. 184t also contains other
Witch thrillers, such as Mysteries
of Oronza, The Bandit Monk,
Mysteries of Brandon Abbey.

Very Creepy Reading &£6-6-0

The Haunted Odk. Volume 1
1-33 £1-17-6

The White Slave Volume 1-32
Camplete by E. Lloyd. £6-6-0

Bound Volume for Vengeance

Illustrations, Property of the Vol. 1. 1-16 property of the
Late Doctor Waite, £3-13-6 Late Batry Coo. £1-1-0
Bound Volwwe "The Barons of 01d" Bound Volume Union Jack
In 14 Mumbers. Coloured Volume 1. Contains Henty
TMustration 1-24 Complete. Stories. £1-10-0

£5-5-0

Bound Volume Lady Hazilton .oz

Nalgons Legnoy-1-12 Complete.

Very Rare Lloyd Blood. &6-6-0

Volure 1-52 Mysteries of London
£1=-1-0

Bound Volume The Dark Woman
a few pages missing. £

Bound Volume Union Jack. Detective
Stories, No covers. 157-182
Text Perfect. &£5-5-0
Also previous volume ditto
£5-5-0

The Recluso of the Lake, over 800
pages bound from 4 weckly parts
£2-0-0
Barly Viectorian.
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again at the actual words "The longboat drifted off amid a chorus of
raussus laughter., "Your welcome to the old tub" jeered the captain
"when the next blow comes she'll go under - and you haven't got a chance
of getting away because there's no other boat." To crown it all Lee and
Adams found that Angel had taken all thé water bar a gallon, with them
in the longboat. Truly a ghastly prospect for Lee and his companions.

Fate was, however, to deal a hand in the matters. 3By a trick
of chance, both the brig and the longboat were drawn into the vortex
of the Sargasso Sea where was discovered a community of lost people
consisting of some fifty men, women and children ruled by a Captain
Weston, lmown as the "King"

Over a pericd of years the collection of mulks and shipwrecks
had, by ruch hard work been converted into a small kingdom, To get away
frem this land seemed an impossibility for the currents were too strong
and the winds too choked, The arrival of Captain Angel and his
confederates had increased the difficulties of the islanders, for the
Captain had sworn to make himself ruler of the island and to superside
Captain Weston. As part of his nefarious plan he had seizod Nipper
and Watson and left them out on the weed as hostages, when they were
liable to be attacked by a species of weed monster that were lmown to be
wild in the many square miles of uninhabited weed growth. 4Angcl uses
this as his trump card in attempting to negotiate with Lee.

Nelson Lee has always been known as a level headed and clear
thinking man, but once agein coming face to face with Captain Angel he
loses his temper. "Crash" "Nelson Lee was at the end of his
patience. His right ceame round and caught Captain angel on the point of
his chin, The man wert down like a minepin, thudding heavily to the floor™
"I'n sorty about that" said Loe, once more his usual self, as they went
up to the deck. "I'm afraid I lost my temper lir, Adams" lortune was
howewer still to shine on the St. Franks Party, for Hipper and Vatson
ganaged to break loose from captivity and began what secned an endless
track across the weed. Nearly exhausted by much hard walking Nipper
spotted a light flashing in the distance, Cheered on by tie beam the
two boys struggled on and there to their amazement found a half submerged
submarine complet: ith its Captain, Von Zimmens., His stay was brief
but startling, Towards the end of the'Great War" his own craft had been
dravn into the vortex, but for all these ycars he had becn unaware that

there were any other living persons nearby. To keep himself sare he
had spent all his time keeping his submarine in good working order,

The rest of the story follows logically from this, Helson Lee,
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the St, Frank's party and all the islandors ave given the opportunity
for escape. Lee and two other technically minded men take a compresscd
course of instruction on the working of the submarine and eventually
under Zimmem's guidance, the submarine forces its way under the sea

of weed and reaches tho clear Atlantic when they are picked up by a liner

To road this story again in 1956 one realizos how little it
has dated. It was fresh and vigorously written, giving full scope to
the personality of Lee and his fellow travelleis.

Such a well written story showed up to great disadvantage the
St, Frank!s talcs which were appearing at the same time - mere short
stories dealing in the main with the antics of Handforth and K. K.
Paridngton.  All old Loeites must have been ashemed of them and wondered
how Brooks could have ever written such rubbish. Some explorations have
boen givon which do not give a complete answer, and one can only assune
the author wos deliberately reserving his best work for the deteetive
and adventurc storics.

Sone time was to clase before we were to read another first
class yern by Brooks, but it turned up eventunlly and was to deal with
an uftpleascent cheracter going by the name of Professor Nerki. But more
of this in owr next article.
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HWANTED: Annlgemated Pross pre-war Comics, particularly Fila Fun,

Kinomn Komie, Comic Cuts, Chips, Butterfly and Puck, cspacially those

of tho 1520s4 Also othur pre-war 4.P. Publication from 1920-1940

Details and priees to:  ARNOLD KEENA, 11, FEARL 4VENUE, EFPING, N.3.W.
AUSTRALTA.

URGENTLY REQUI.D: Union Jacks Nos: 589, 726, 849, 862, 1023, 1028,
1122, 1149, 1150, 1157, 1161, 1195, 1202, 1203, 1210, 1226, 1236 to
1258, 1262, 1285, 1300, 1348, 1396, 1398, 1410, 1417, 1475, 1478, 1495,
S.B.Ls. lst Sories Nos: 11, 57, 41, 42, 85, 91, 92, 102, 106, 111, 134,
147, 153, 168, 162, 189, 198, 207, 219, 221, 223, 227, 229, 246,248,
253, 254, 255, 262, 325.

S.B.ls, 2nd Sorics Nos: 8, 24, 25, 77, B9, 94, 102, 129, 132, 213, 236,
272, 297, 335, 489, 663, 667, 687, 693, 723, 740.

MRS. J. PACKMAN, 27, ARCHDALE ROAD, E. ULWICH, S.E. 22.

TORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 124, THE SHAMBLES, YORK. Tcl: York 25148



