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However, there is no doubt that the Gem did go off the gold stan-
dard in the middle-twenties, and toke second place in popularity to the
Magnet; but by that time I was out in the cold, hard World, earning
ny living, end was not too much troubled by the event, I is ooly
now, years later, that I realise to the full what a tragedy it all was,
and how the up-end-coming generation are being deprived of semething
great and good at the most impressiomable time of their young lives,

Long live the heroes of the School and New Houses in our memory!
P N A

Here's some interesting extracts from a letter from Bill Champion:

"At a fancy-dress Ball t'other evening the Managing-Director of e
leading building firm went as a perfect replica of the T.V. Billy
Bunter - even his cap was spot-on, with the correct number of rings,
ete. He is a few years my senior, and I could not resist asking him
if he had ever been a reader of the 0ld Papers. He Had!

Now, amazingly enough, at this same dance, was 2 lady (well-lmown
to me) who was masquerading as Bessie Buntey with a peir of the most
gorgeous pigtails. My one big regret was that no photograpger was
present, as I'm sure a picture of the two together would have been

darned interesting,

Secondly, I rcocently wrote to the Editor of the Junior Expross,
& cortain Reginald Taylor, who informed me that the Basil Reynolds who
is responsible for the black and white nature-studies which sppcer in
that poper, is none other thon the nephew of the late Worwick, and
further, this Basil is art-editor in the same department which
Mr, Chorles Hamilton used to write for. Incidentally, Mr. Toylor
ndded thot he himself, used to work as a very young journalist on the
Gem ond Magnet!

P.S. I enjoyed reading Bill Loft's article in the December C.D.. The

Kerneth Newman he mentions does not live far awany from me.
FE I

THOSE EARLY GEMS: SOME STRAY THOUGHTS (Continued)

E.V,Co .
In the inside back cover of No,49 is n sketch of a mognet and
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and round it are these words: FATIER, SON, EROTHER, SCHOOL CHUM;
MOTHER, DAUGHTER, SISTER AND HER FRIEND — THEY ALL READ THE MAGNET
LIERARY, NOW ON SALE, FRICE 4d. I wonder if the men who werded
that ed ever realised that half a century later fathers and sons and
mothers and daughters would still be rezding about the Greyfriars
characters and that the MAGNET iteelf (like the GEM) would have become
in actuality a"collectors' item"!

On the outside back cover of 0,49 there are three titles of BOYS'
FRIEND 3d. LIERARY.stortes given. Two of these ere of interest, one
being THE BOY BARGE~OWIERS by Devid Guodsin cnd the other boing THE
COSTER KING, a Sexton Blake yarn.

GEH Ho.66 (15/5/1909) leaves me a little puzzled. It is a story
about Mr. Ratcliff and is called THE FORM-MASTER'S SECRET. The cover
locks suspiciously as if it were drawn by Val Reading, but again I em
open to correction. The half-pege sketch on Page 3 showing the
Terrible Three looking down on a battered Gussy with a dented topper
could be Val's work., So too could the drawing on Page 11 of ald-
fashioned Miss Glyn with her billowing skirt and huge hat (now be-
ocgdng fashionable again, incidentally!) and also showing a love-sick
Ratty, ammed with a box of flowers, in the background, But the sketch
et the start of the yarn is definitely the work of somebedy else.

The serial in No.66 is BRITATN AT BAY, which follows on from
BRITATYN INVADED mentioned earlier, This was alsc a reprint from the
BOYS' FRIEND, written by the same author and foaturing the same chief
characters,

Sight of the cover picture of Nc,71 rather startled me. I recog-
nised the artist immediately though I had never cxpected to find his
work in the GEM, nor to learn thet he was associated with Charles
Homilton so many years ago. The title of the stery is SENT TO
COVENTRY and it is one of the few St. Jim's stories illustrated by
Leonard Shields, later to become famous for his sketches of the Grey-
friare characters in the MAGNET. His drawings of Gussy in the GEM
of 19/6/1909 have to be scen to be approciated, and the oddly-assorted
garments of the juniors are rather bewildering, In *ho one picture
you can see Eton collars and long coats, knickerbockers, straw hats,
caps no dress uniformity at all, To be conti i

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 124 THE SHAMBLES, YORE. Tel: York 25148




