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whisper he says "Dead! Good Heavens! Nipper, Sir Montis, Handforth,
Mr. Lee - all of them! They've gone down - gone into the water —
gone =§" He broke off, his voice choking, and, in front of every-
body he commenced sobbing like a child!

But by great good fortune a schooner had come along and butted
intc the submerged airship.

Everybody had collected onto the platform at the top and all they
had to do was to flounder over the huge envelope of the airship and
climb on board.

Thus, when later the airship was seen sinking with no sign of life
it was assumed all had gone down with her.

The schooner is a mystery ship - a deserted vessel,;but in fine
condition,

The great sails were intact and the decks, although not partic-
wlarly tidy were fairly clean, and perfectly dry. Altogether the
three-master schooner was a gift from Heaven. Aboard, Felson Lee,
Lord Dorrimore and Captain Mason, held a conference on the subject.
"iell, of course, its deucedly mysterious" said Lord Dorrimecre, "I'm
not getting away from that, Lee. How on earth did it happen that
this schooner was floating about the Adriatic - without a soul on
board?"

"That is a mystery which I should like to get to the bottom cf"
said Lee slowly, "so far as I can discover, this vessel is a Creek.

We found her with sails fully set, and without eny living being on
board. And yet she is perfect; there is nothing whatever the matter
with her. Down below, her store-rooms are filled with excellent food;
and there is no indication of foul play - as, for example, mutiny,"

"Yea, but there's evidence that the ship was deserted in a hurry"
put in Captain Hason.

The discussion goes on and the solving of the mystery is left to
Nelson Lee,

Afterwards they inspect the hold and find a dasgger which Lee
thinks is of Mordanian origin.

"I have heard of Mordania" said Mason thoughtfully, "a mountainous
little kingdom somewhere in the Balkans, isn't it?"

"Exactly" said Lee. "It posseses quite a respectable piece of
coast line, and I do not suppose we are very many miles distant from
it at this very moment, since it is almost certain we are in the
Adriatic.  Many mysterious things cccur in Mordania, as you probably
Jmow,"




(2c0)

And Nelson Lee goes on to say that only two or three foreigners
have attempted to enter Mordania, Two of them never returned, and the
third — who happened to be a rich man - was captured, and his release
was not effected until a very large sum was handed over to the trigands
wheo had seized him.

Mordania is e country of hills - a wild desolate place which the
average Englishman can scarcely conceive of.

"I have never actually been there, but I have travelled near to th
border".

Further investigations produces a piece of paper which was found
in the Captain's cabin, and on it was a crudely executed drawing which
represented a torch flaming fiercely at the top. To Lee this emblem
is significant. For it is the sign of the Tagessa - " a vast secret
society more deadly end dangerous than the Camorra of Itely. Ho man
has ever been known to escape death after he has been marked down".
"Roreigners are not allowed to enter Mordania and they are shot cut of
hand at sight".

The scrap of paper, Lee thinks, suggests that the inhabitants of
the schooner was marked down by the Tagossa, and removed, leaving the
vessel to the mercy of the wind and sea.

. Packing cases are found and the first one contains glass tumblers.
But when others are opened brand new, glittering revolvers, rifles and
ammmition are found.

Then & mumber of curious-locking metal cases are inspected and
Lee is startled, "High explosive" he exclaims in a low voice. Wires
leading to an electric battery and then on to a cheap clock explain the
whole set-up.

The ship cught tc have been blown to atoms, but the clock had
stopped. The intricate wire system was disconnected and the explosive
wes thrown overboard.

And so the ship drifted on. It required no attention, although
a man was at the wheel on duty. He had nothing to do. Everything
was quiet, still and peaceful.

It is at this period that a strange-looking man with long black
hair is found on board. There is consternation for a time, but Lee
states the man is insane and harmless.

They clean the man, cut his hair and shave him, and to everybody's
surprise Lee snnounces that the man is Paul, Crown Prince of Fordania!

(to be continued)
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