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LETTER 3BO0oX

Rose Lawn, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, Kent.
24th February, 1955.

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

Many though belated thanks for the C,D. The "Punch" article
was extremely amusing; and shows a knowledge of the subject much
to the credit of Mr, Young, who hath a pretty wit, It was a real
pleasure to read it both in the C.D. and in Punch, which is not
always so bright, In fact, if I had wanted a paper for the train
that week, I should certainly have been able to pack a good Punch!

No doubt you may have heard that the 2/6 editions of the Tom
Merry books are now published, and these are to be followed by new
Tom Merry books in similar editions, the first of which will be
"Tom Merry and Co., Caravanners" in which Martin Clifford revels in
roaming the English countryside: no longer, alas! in person, but
very enjoyable all the same. "Jack of All Trades" is also reprinted
at 2/6, and this may be followed by further "Jack" books, now under
discussion, For some reason, which really no fellow can understand,
the new editions are marked 7/6: but they are sold at 2/6, so that
is all right, though a little perplexing. One of these days, I
hope, everything I write will come out at half-a—crown: but that
may be a2 long way ahead yet.

Kindest regards, Yours very sincerely,

FRANK RICHARDS.
EEs 2

C.H. CHAPMAN'S TRIBUTE TO THE IATE R.J. MACDONALD, 25. 1. 55.

Dear Mr, Leckenby,

I have only just heard from Mrs, Macdonald,

He was in the early T0's, and has been connected with the
'"A.P.' for well over 50 years to my knowledge.

4is you know he illustrated the Gem after Warwick Reynolds died
and continued until 1940, almost without a break from 1911, I
really started illustrating the Magnet in 1912, but he (Mﬂcdonald),
hardly missed, year in and year out, until we parted in 13940. Jolly,
tall and hefty, he hardly looked like =n artist, everybody liked
him and his breezy outlock., He was a great admirer of the late
'Gordon' Browne and his work was undoubtedly influenced by his
style, and what illustrator could bave a finer prototype? Ee was
known to all as "Mac", and that described him exactly, C.H.CHAPMAN,
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(Here is an extract from cu}mtl;er letter from Mr. Jukes of
Bournemouth, referred to in Hamiltoniana.

And I am delighted to be able to say that Mr, Jukes has vol-
unteered to write an article for the next Annual., That's some-
thing to look forward te, for you all love anything written from
inside. H.L.

"I was especially interested in Leonard Packman's article on
comic characters in the Annual. Lack of time prevented me from
informing you in my last letter that I have been a contributor to
the AP regularly and continuously ever since 1933. My visit years
before to the sanctum of HAH sowed the seed in my youthful breast
and in my teens I was selling little single joke sketches to the
Merry and Bright and the Favourite. 5/— a time we got for them
ard wonderful practice it was too. In those days a one F,C.G.
Cordwell was the Editor and he was very helpful to the young be—
ginner who scribbled away in Bimmingham. Feeling my wings I then
branched out to the old Jester which was under the guidance of
Stanley J. Gooch who is now the Editor of Radio Fun and TV Fun,
This Editor gathered a bunch of young artists together and before
the war turned out Funny VWonder, Jester, Tip Top, Jingles, with
Radio Fun to follow later, For some years I did the Arthur iskey
front along with other artists. TFor various reasons it was nec-
essary to duplicate an artists work from time to time, a chap has
to have a cold sometime or an operation etc! Alfie the Air Tramp
in the Joker was done by me for about four or five years and I am
pleased to know the final copies of Chips carried some reprints of
this bardy character. Still in this vein I orginated Ben and Bert
the Kid Cops whe ran for quite a while in the Funny Wonder. I also
did Dinkum the Dog Detective until he moved elsewhere, Incidentally
if any of your comic paper enthusiastscare to examine the series
Roland Butter and Hammond Deggs which ran in the Butterfly in 1922
they will see in this technique the breaking away from the old
style of penmanship of Tom Browne which, in 122 wes getting dated.
Many of us were being influenced by Leo Cheney, Gilbert Wilkinson
and Goorge Whitelaw in the old Passing Show, They in their tumn

were breaking new ground in genwnrk and to this day a Gilbert Wil-
kinson drawing always commands my great respect.... the editors

who encouraged them are to be praised for I know how heartening it
can be to work for a man who is keen to try new features and ideas.
It will be seen that the comic paper has undergone a radical change
during the last year or two. The old slapstick days are over, The
Biff Bang Wallop has given way to a refining process which includes
yards of space ship stuff with female characters thrown in, "




